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Chali warns of Haiti invasion 

UNITED NATIONS i AP) — The head of the United Nations said 
'“®*y that 9 U.N. mission to prepare for the peaceful departure 
■ n q ^ s military leaders has failed and the next step could be a 
jrj ~-~ ted invasion. U.N. envoy Rolf Knutsson returned from the 
u ? rn inican Republic on Monday after Haitian military leaders 
refused to meet with him. "We Have not been successful because 
Ule military people in Haiti refused to talk with my special 
representative," U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali tokl 
reporters after he briefed the Security Council on the mission. "I 
W1 " not continue this mission unless in ihe future I receive a 
mandate from the Security Council or if there is a drastic change in 
Hath." Mr. Knutsson's goal was to pave the way for a formal U.N. 
JtJtssiOn to negotiate the departure of Haiti's military leaders. The 
U.N. called on Haiti's military leaders to step down in a resolution 
adopted July 31 that also authorised a possible U.S. -led invasion 
*0 remove the military from power and return President Jean- 
- Jo nuid Aristide to office. “We tried 10 have a peaceful 
jropjementation of resolution 940 but we have not been success- 
Mr. Boutros-Ghali said. 
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Crisis over seized 
^fflo ends 

AMMAN (AP) — Saudi au- 
thorities have released cargo 
they seized from Jordan- 
oound vessels, ending a crisis 
that threatened already 
strained relations, a senior 
shipping official said Tues- 
day. Sufian Muheisin. direc- 
tor of Jordan’s Shipping 
Agents Association, said offf- 
oals at the Saudi port of 
Jeddah have accepted to re- 
lease the cargo after exten- 
sive contacts made during the 
past three weeks. “The cargo 
was released and loaded onto 
four vessels." Mr. Muheisin 
told the Associated Press. He 
-. s Jd the ships would arrive 
separately at Aqaha on Tues- 
day and Wednesday. He de- 
clined to provide other de- 
tails. Officials have said 
Saudi authorities on Aug. 12 
forced three European ves- 
sels docked at Jeddah to un- 
load Jordan-bound cargo, 
mainly food and other com- 
modities imported by private 
traders here. 

Qadhafi mediates 
between Sudan, 
Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi is 
trying to mediate an end to a 
bitter dispute between Egypt 
and Sudan by bringing 
together their leaders in Tri- 
poli, Egyptian officials said 
Tuesday. Egypt's President 
Hosni Mubarak will take part 
in celebrations in the Libyan 
capita] on Thursday to mark 
the 25th anniversary of 
Qadhafi’s rise to power. And 
t meeting in Libya with his 

Sudan ^ ^•mieroarr Groat • 

A1 Bashir on the sidelines of 
the festivities has “not been 
ruled out,” the official told 
AFP. Relations between the 
two countries have soared 
,~ince the military junta seized 
power in Khartoum in a coup 
d'etat in 1989. 

DFLP claims 
Gaza attack 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
radical Palestinian faction 
Tuesday said it ambushed an 
Israeli patrol the night before 
in the Gaza Strip. The Demo- 
cratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine quoted a 
statement by its military wing 
inside the occupied territories 
as saying a group of its fight- 
ers ambushed the patrol in 
the northern Gaza Strip using 
automatic guns. The 
Damascus-based DFLP said 
the fighters withdrew safely 
after directly hitting thq 
Israeli targets, but gave nd 
details of casualties. Israel) 
military sources told thd 
Associated Press in Israel 
that it was "probably” tty 
DFLP that was responsibl : 
for firing at ieveral anw 
vehicles accompanying a > 
Israeli car en route to tl - 
Netzarim settlement south f 
Gaza City. There were ; 0 
injuries. 

Russian craft fail 
to dock with spa<fe 
station 

1 IOSCO WfRl— ARusin 
cargo craft on Tuesday fared 
for the second time to tfek 
with the orbiting Mir sf ce 
station and tJr. 'could ly^e 
the abandon!^! of the| ur ' 
rent space minion, indtjen- 
dent Russian television |nd. 
The television showedfl |ve 
pictures of the cargo cry — 
carrying wafer, food an d 
■.eehrdcal equipment fa the 
■■•‘irec- an crew — d sely 
. g the space statS n ' n 
tile second failed d<J ^' n S 
attempt in four days.; 

Owen urges bn 
powers to unit! on 
Bosnia J 

GENEVA m — EdPF ean 
Union mediator LonfOwen 
on Tuesday urged f e hig 
powers to avoid diviSP ns on 
Bosnia, saying a unicP fr° nI 
would push Bosnia! Serbs 
into eventually accel^S.the 
peace plan they rej Jed in a 
weekend referenduf- Lord 
Owen, co-chairmaf of lh c 
International Conff snce on 
ihe Former Y Joslavia 
(ICFY). said Wesf* mem- 
bers of the five-n J 30 “wn- 
tan group" that df w U P *he 
P^n should listen P Russia. 
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King, Mitterrand hold 

talks in Fans today 

‘Peace process progressing well’ 


PARIS (Agencies) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor Tuesday arrived 
in the French capital on a 
two-day visit to France at the 
invitation of French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Pet- 
ra, announced. According to 
retra King Hussein will hold 
talks on “bilateral relations 
and issues of common in- 
terest with President Mitter- 
rand and senior French offi- 
cials. 

The King and Queen were 
welcomed ar Paris's Orly air- 
port by European Affairs 
Minister Alain Lamassoure. 

Hie King will hold meet- 
ings Wednesday with Presi- 
dent Mitterrand and Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
before Hying to London late 
Thursday. 

The King visited France in 
July last year, followed by 
visits to Amman by French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
in November and February. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Richard Duque said the 
visits were proof of “the 
friendship and intensity of 
political contacts between the 
two countries." 

France has "constantly 
backed Jordan on a financial 
level” and helped slash by 
$1.21 billion Jordan's foreign 
debt in June, according to the 
frrdgr. ministry. 

King Hussein said in an 


interview published Tuesday 
that Jordan might sign a 
peace agreement with Israel 
“very soon" but he refused to 
give a date. 

The King, interviewed by 
the Israeli Yediot Ahronot 
newspaper during his visit to 
Bonn, would not be drawn on 
a visit to Jerusalem, saying 
"everything in good time." 

“The process (between 
Israel and Jordan) is progres- 
sing well, really well. Major 
progress has been made in 
recent days and I am pleased 
with the discussions.” he 
added. 

The two neighbours began 
peace talks on July 18 and a 
week later the King signed a 
declaration with Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin ending 45 
years of a state of war. 

Before leaving Bonn for 
Paris the King discussed Ger- 
man aid to Jordan with Bonn 
Development Minister Carl- 
Dieter Spranger. 

Mr. Spranger told the King 
that Germany, Jordan’s big- 
gest non-Arab donor country 
after the United States, 
would maintain its involve- 
ment in the region, the de- 
velopment ministry said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Spranger also called 
on German companies to in- 
vest more in the Middle East 
in order to support the peace 
process. 

Germany gave aid of about 


44 million marks ($28 mil- 
lion) to Jordan last year and 
wrote off Jordanian debt of 
29.5 million marks ($18.6 
million). 

The statement said the two 
countries planned to negoti- 
ate writing off a similar 
amount of debt in Bonn in 
October. 

On Monday the King se- 
cured German support for 
the peace process in the Mid- 
dle feast during meetings with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el. 

Petra said the King briefed 
Mr. Spranger on Jordan's 
role in the peace process and 
developments on the 
Jordan ian-Israeli track. 

The King noted Jordan's 
great sacrifices over the past 
four decades, saying that Jor- 
dan has shouldered the major 
burden of the Palestine prob- 
lem. 

The King is accompanied 
by Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes Hamzeh and 
Hashem, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid' Ben Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid, the King's 
political advisor Marwan A1 
Qassem, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal Sataan 
AJ Hassan, Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Rima Khalaf 
and member of the Upper 
House of Parliament Jamal 
Naser. 



Musa relents to Israeli 


ftis Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday arrive from Germany at 
Orly airport sooth of Paris. The King is on a 


pressure 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Ajnr Musa under pressure 
from Israel, agreed to visit on 
Wednesday Israel’s Holo- 
caus memorial to the six 
million Jews murdered by the 
Nazis. 

His original programme 
did not include the haunting 
memorial and threatened to 
sour the first official visit to 
Israel by Cairo's top diplomat 
since the two countries signed 
a peace treaty in 1979. 

‘I am looking forward to 
visiting the children's memo- 
rial,” Mr. Musa said Tuesday 
after talks with his Israeli 
counterpart Shimon Peres. 

“You should know we are 
very sensitive to your sensiti- 
vities," he said. *T hope it 
will add to good relations 
between Israel and Egypt." 

Mr. Peres added: “We 
don’t force anybody, we 
don't make it an obligation. 
This is not an imposition, this 
is a proposition." 

But former foreign minis- 
ter David Levy announced 
Monday he would boycott an 
official dinner for Musa in 
protest and local papers had 
blasted him for alleged insen- 

sitivitv. 


to visit memorial 




■i. tr'-. 



Amr Musa 

The late Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat visited the 
Jerusalem memorial during 
his historic ^rip in 1977. It is 
traditionally the first stopping 
point for a J ministers on offi- 
cial visits Ao Israel. 

Musa pegan the two-day 
visit wity a call for compre- 
hensive t»eace. 

The <fily Arab state to sign 
a treaty with Israel, Egypt 
has sought w break the dead- 
lock ia peace talks with Syria 
and £ urged “all in return 
for si" — a total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 


Heights in exchange for full 
peace. 

"Peace with Syria will re- 
quire by necessity all for all. 
Let us not fool ourselves: 
there can be no peace with- 
out full withdrawal," he 
warned. 

Mr. Peres repeated Israel's 
wish for secret as well as open 
.talks with Syria to try and 
'make progress. 

The visit, “represents a 
.promotion in the relations 
between Egypt and Israel," 
:Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Musa went on to meet 
ifive Arab members of the 
iKnesset, or parliament. 

1 Labour MP and deputy 
fiea!th minister Nawaf 
Masalha said: “We talked ab- 
out Jerusalem and stressed 
hat relations between Israel 
nd Jordan should not be at 
ihe expense of the Palesti- 
ians’ right to Jerualem." 

Mr. Musa was later to have 
alks with opposition leader 
. tenjamin Netanyahu. 

On Wednesday, he was 
( ue to deliver a message from 
] resident Hosni Mubarak to 
Irime Minister Yitzhak 
1 abin before meeting a 
s nior Palestinian delegation 
i: cast Jerusalem. 


Algerian radicals turn on Morocco 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ia's banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) warned Morocco 
Tuesday against “bad treat- 
ment" of Algerian citizens as 
tension deepened between 
the two neighbouring North 
African states. 

The country's main fun- 
damentalist group also called 
for the establishment of an 
Islamic state in Morocco as 
well as Algeria. 

An FIS statement said the - 
group holds “the Moroccan " 
authorities responsible for., 
the security of the Algerian 
community" in that country' 
and “warned them against ' 
the bad treatment to which; 
our compatriots are being 
subjected." - 

“Only the instalment of so j 
Islamic state in Morocco e*; 
well as Algeria will allow 0 nfl 
people to live in prosperity/ 
tranquillity, solidarity] 
fraternity and peace," saw 
the statement, issued $ 
Sheikh Abdelbaki SahraOF 
of the Myrrha mosque f* 
Paris. ^ / 

The warning came afp r 


Algeria announced the clo- 
sure of its land border in 
retaliation for a Moroccan 
derision to impose visa re- 
quirements on Algerians, fol- 
lowing an apparently fun- 
dwnentaiist attack on a Mar- 
rakesh hotel in which two 
Spanish tourists were killed. 

. FIS also denounced 
-Morocco's "attempts to pro- 
fit from the current (crisis) in 
. Algeria to feed its dreams of 
: control,” describing the deci- 
sion to demand visas as an 
“anti-Islamic" step which 
“contributes stiU further to 
the break-up of our already 
divided community. 

Since last week'svisa rul- 
ing more than 5,000 Alge- 
rians, most of them holi- 
daymakers or on family 
visits, have been reported as 
forced to leave Morocco 
amid complaints of harass- 
ment and summary expul- 
sion, and other nationals 
have been caught in the con- 
fusion. , .. 

“We bad the feeling that 

overnight we had become 
thieves, crooks, undesir- « 


a les,” commented one 
A lerian arriving back on a 
s{ :cial flight from Casablan- 

ci 

doroccan police launched 


GAZA CITY, Gaza (Agen- 
cies) — The Palestine 
National Authority 
announced Tuesday it would 
protest to the U.N. Security 
Council over Israel’s “carve- 
up” of the Hebron mosque in 
a bid to separate Jewish and 
Muslim worshippers. 

“We refuse this carve-up 
which is a disaster and sup- 
ports the massacre carried 
out six months ago,” the 
Palestinian cooperation 
“minister” Nabil Shaath told 
AFP. A protest will be made 
to the Security Council on 
Sunday. 

“Israel has turned the mos- 
que into a ghetto,” he 
charged. 

The comments came amid 
reports in the Palestinian 
press that the mosque in the 
occupied West Bank would 
be reopened next week with 
Jews granted most of the 
space under a plan to keep 
the two faiths apart. 

The Tomb of the Pat- 
riarchs. which houses the 
mosque, has been dosed 
since a Jewish settler mur- 
dered over 30 praying Mus- 
lims there on Feb. 25. 

Israel has ordered building 
work in the complex in line 
with . inquiry recommenda- 
tions to provide separate en- 
trances and praying halls for 
Jews and Muslims. 

“Instead of stopping set- 
tlers such as the assassin from 
entering the mosque, the 
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Pakistan 
expels 
Indian 
diplomat 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan, locked in a war of words 
with India over nuclear 
weapons, or Tuesday 
ordeiT-G die Indian consul in 
Karachi to leave, accusing 
him of spying. 

A government statement 
said J.J. Singh had been de- 
clared persona nob grata “in 
view of his involvement in 
activities that are incompati- 
ble with his diplomatic sta- 
tus.” 

It said Mr. Singh had been 
told to leave within a week, 
but gave no details of the case 
against him. 

Diplomats at the Indian 
High Commission in Islama- 
bad could not immediately be 
readied for comment. * 
Pakistan and India each 
expelled two of the other's 
officials in July in a tit-for-tat 
espionage row. 

Both sides accused the 
other of spying through local 
agents, beating up one of its 
officials to get a confession 
and violating a code of con- 
duct they signed in 1992 on 
the treatment of diplomats. 
Pakistani and Indian officials 
met in Islamabad after the 
expulsions and agreed to 
adhere to the code. 

The Pakistani foreign 
ministry said on Aug. 2 it was 
considering dosing (town the 
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PLO protests to U.N. 
over mosque division 


Palestinian people and the 
mosque believers are being 
punished,” Mr. Shaath said. 

He said the partitions 
being put up by Israel 
violated a United Nations re- 
solution passed after the 
slaughter which urged protec- 
tion for Palestinians. Howev- 
er, Resolution 904 makes no 
mention of worship in the 
mosque. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natch called Tuesday for 
Jews to be prevented from 
praying in the tomb. 

“We prefer that only Mus- 
lims should be allowed to 
pray in the mosque, and Jews 
be allowed to visit only, not 
to pray, outside Muslim 
prayer time,” be said. 

Israeli MPs who toured the 
complex Tuesday said the 
building work had not been 
finished. 

Officials noted that no date 
bas been set for the reopen- 
ing of the complex which had 
been a mosque since the 
Arab conquest of the Holy 
Land in 638, apart from the 
Crusader period between 
1100 and 1260. 

The Bible records that in 
Hebron God made a cove- 
nant with Abraham as father 
of the chosen people. When 
he died he was buried along- 
side his wife in a cave there 
and later joined by their son 
Isaac and his son Jacob. 

Jews and Muslims believe 
the fortress-like tomb, first 
constructed bv Herod the 


Great around 20 BC, is built 
over the cave. 

Israeli lawmakers said 
Tuesday that Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin apparently 
has decided to divide the cave 
area in two, with the Isaac 
prayer hall reserved for Mus- 
lims and the Abraham and 
Jacob prayer halls for Jews. 

The other option would 
have been to designate diffe- 
rent prayer times for Muslims 
and Jews. 

Under the new arrange- 
ments, Jews would be kept 
out of the whole cave area on 
Muslim holidays, and on Jew- 
ish holidays Muslims would 
have to stay away, said the 
legislators, Yehoshua Matza 
and Benny Temkin. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman, 
Oded Ben-Ami, said the 
prime minister has not made 
a final decision yet whether 
worshippers should be kept 
apart by physical barriers or a 
separate timetable. 

Noam Arnon, spokesman 
of the 450 Jewish settlers 
living among 80,000 Palesti- 
nians in Hebron, said Jewish 
worshippers would alsn not 
accept a division and would 
stage protests at the cave. 

“Justice must be done, and 
it means that Jews must be 
able to pray in all areas, at all 
times,” Mr. Arnon said, 
adding that he preferred the 
arrangement before the mas- 
sacre under which Muslims 
and Jews took turns praying. 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Three Hizbollah comman- 
dos and one Israeli soldier 
were killed after an army 
patrol was ambushed by 
guerrillas in southern Leba- 
non late Monday, the pro- 
Iranian organisation said 
Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Hiz- 
bollah said one of its mem- 
bers had been killed in fight- 
ing during the ambush. His 
body had been recovered, he 
added, claiming that there 
had been 16 Israeli casualties. 

Two other Hizbollah fight- 
ers were killed in Kfartebnit 
Outside the occupied area 
during Israeli bombardments 
after the attack, the spokes- 
man added. 

A military spokesman in 
Tel Aviv said one soldier had 


men, one Israeli soldier killed 




been killed and two others 
wounded in the attack. 

The Hizbollah has 
spearheaded anti-Israeli re- 
sistance in southern Leba- 
non. 

Two soldiers were killed on 
August 6 in an attack by the 
Hizbollah 's armed wing, die 
Islamic Resistance. 

Monday's dash fuelled ten- 
sion in south Lebanon, the 
last active Arab-Israeii war- 
front. 

Hizbollah said in a state- 
ment that the “three mar- 
tyrs'* will be buried in nearby 
villages after a funeral service 
in Nabatiyeh, a market town 
just north of an Israeli- 
occupied enclave in South 
Lebanon. 

According to Lebanese 


security sources, three guer- 
rillas fired rocket-propelled 
grenades at an Israeli patrol 
made up of a Merkava tank 
and a military car in South 
Lebanon Monday night. 

Surviving Israeli troops 
and allied South Lebanon 
Army militiamen encircled 
the attackers and killed them 
in a shootout that lasted 30 
minutes. 

The Israeli casualties had 
been immediately evacuated 
by helicopters, the sources 
added. 

They said Israeli and SLA. 
forces blasted suspected - 
guerrilla bases and infiltra- 
tion trails facing the enclave’s 
central sector with tank and 
155mm Howitzer fire all 
night. No casualties were re- 


ported from the bombard- 
ment. 

Tension has been running 
high in South Lebanon since 
a June 2 Israeli air raid on a 
Hizbollah training base in 
east Lebanon’s Behaa Valley 
where up to 50 recruits were 
reported killed. There have 
been almost daily dashes in 
the region. 

Hizbollah, or party of 
God, leads a guerrilla war 
aimed at dislodging Israel 
from the 1 , 100 -square- 
Idfometre enclave that Israel 
carved out in 1985 to shield 
its northern flank from cross- 
border guerrilla assaults. 

The strip, which has. a prer 

dominantly Shiite population 
of 200 , 000 , is routinely patrol-, 
led by 1 ,200 Israeli troops 
pod 2,500 SLA militiamen. 


Middle East News 


Egyptian court rejects 
anti-conference suit 



CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
court on Tuesday rejected a 
suit by Muslim fundamental- 
ists aimed at blocking next 
week’s U.N. international 
population conference. The 
court said the case was out- 
side its jurisdiction. 

The lawyers who brought 
suit said they would file an 
immediate appeal, but it was 
unclear if it would be beard 
before the meeting starts next 
Sunday. 

It was not expected Egyp- 
tian courts would rule against 
holding the conference, 
which has been in the plan- 
ning stage for years and is 
expected to draw 15,000 par- 
ticipants from around the 
world. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
r^ve complained that the 
conference's draft proposals 
V'—virt abortion and sex 
educatin'*- and would en- 
courage .... outside mar- 
riage. 

The lawyers' suits argued- 
that Egyp*' Vinu. savs its 
legal code runs cou... to 
Islamic principles. 

“Egypt is an Islamic coun- 
try which shouldn't allow th;- 
conference to be held here,” 
said Abdul Halim Mandour, 
one of the lawyers bringing 
suit. 

Conference organisers 
have argued the conference 
document is only a proposal 
to be debated at the meeting. 
They also note that no coun- 
try will be required to adopt 
programmes recommended 
by the conference. 

The decision of the Admi- 
nistrative Judicial Court, 
read by Judge Abdul Ariz 
Hamada, said" three suits con- 
cerning the conference were 
outside its jurisdiction since 
President Hosni Mubarak 
had invited the conference to 
Cairo and had the right to do 
so. 

Two Islamic countries. 


Saudi Arabia and Sudan, are 
boycotting the meeting. 

Sudan’s government, in 
announcing its boycott Mon- 
day night, urged other Mus- 
lim nations to also withdraw 
because the meeting would 
result in “the spread of im- 
moral and irreligious values.” 
The Saudi representative 
at the United Nations in New 
York sent a message earlier 
this week “regretting they are 
not going to participate," an 
official at conference head- 
quarters in Cairo said Tues- 
day. 

Saudi Arabia and Sudan 
are the first countries known 
to withdraw from the confer- 
ence. 

Sudan’s minister of soda! 
planning, Ali Osman 
Mohammad Taha, said in 
^announcing the boycott that 
Sudan was trying to organise 
a forum for opponents of the 
meeting. 

He also complained that 
the conference reflects the 
views of the United States, 
telling reporters '’a consider- 
able number” of conference 
resolutions reflect the poli- 
cies that brought President 
...on to office. 

Abdul Basit Sabadrat, 
minister of culture and in- 
formation, said that opposing 
the conference was “a kind of 
jihad (holy war) against cor- 
ruption ami the new hege- 
mony which some seek to 
impose on us.” 

The complaints about the 
United States echoed state- 
ments by some Muslim radic- 
als who have charged the 
U.S. government wants to 
spread what thej* regard as 
immoral Western values into 
the Islamic World. 

U.S. Vice President A1 
Gore, who will attend the 
conference, has said the Un- 
ited States does not want to 
impose its views on other 


countries, but feels that the 
population explosion is a 
danger to the entire world. 

Meanwhile, Iran was urged 
to boycott the conference on 
Tuesday by two newspapers. 

Jomhuri Islami, a daily 
dose to Islamic hardliners, 
argued Iran’s participation in 
the conference could be 
taken as a sign that the Isla- 
mic republic approved of the 
draft action plan. 

Jahan-e-Islam, represent- 
ing Islamic radicals warned 
the conference was a “plot 
against Islam and should be 
strongly opposed.” 

“Iranian leaders should 
break their silence and une- 
quivocally condemn this anti- 
Islam ic move,” it said. 

Iranian Health Minister 
Alireza Marandi said on Sun- 
day that Iran would take part 
in the conference to make its 
position known and put for- 
ward proposals to alter parts 
of the draft plan. 

He said parts of the plan 
were “completely vague and 
contained double meanings” 
which had to be rectified. 

The authors of the docu- 
ment were “mainly Wester- 
ners and Western-educated 
people whose moral ideas dif- 
fered” with those held in 
Islamic lean, he said. 

Several Shiite Muslim 
clergymen in Iran have also 
criticised the conference in 
recent days, saying it was a 
Western plot to liberalise 
abortion, homosexuality and 
premarital sex in the Islamic 
World. 

A leading Iranian clergy- 
man. Abbas Ali Amid Zan- 
jani, denounced the confer- 
ence on Sunday, charging 
that the forum promoted 
abortion. 

Abortion has been strictly 
banned in Iran since the 1979 
Islamic revolution which top- 
pled the pro-Western Shah. 


Fiery Kuwait opposition 
paper vows comeback 


By William MacLean 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwait's most 
outspoken newspaper, the 
opposition A1 Talea, has sus- 
pended publication to resolve 
financial problems but its 
staff pledge it will reappear 
soon, promising greater vigi- 
lance as a pro-democracy 
watchdog. 

“There are those who will 
be pleased, thinking they are 
dancing over the dead body 
of Al Talea,” said Sami A1 
Munayes. publisher of the 
fiery 30-year-old weekly. 

4 *They will be dis- 
appointed. because Al Talea 
will resume publication very 
soon — stronger and better." 
he wrote in an article 
announcing its temporary 
closure this month. 

The liberal broadsheet, 
which staffers describe as the 
only opposition paper in the 
Gulf, is trying to solve a cash 
squeeze that has arisen due to 
lack of advertising revenue 
and partly because of what it 
sees as an ineffective own- 
ership structure. 

The newspaper campaigns 
for increased openness and 
accountability in government 
and for the exposure of for- 
mer officials it says stole pub- 
lic funds in the 1980s and 
during the 1990-91 Iraqi 
occupation. 

■While many Kuwaiti news- 
papers criticise government 
ministers on some issues, 
they take care to avoid critic- 
ism that might be construed 
as libellous. 

But Al Talea often appears 
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less hesitant about blasting 
ministers and officials it feels 
have abused public trust. It 
was repeatedly closed down 
in the decades before Iraq’s 
1990 invasion for violating 
press and publications regula- 
tions. 

It published in magazine 
format in those years, taking 
a pan- Arabist line and serv- 
ing as a mouthpiece for the 
liberal opposition Kuwait 
Democratic Forum (KDF) 
grouping. 

While political parties are 
banned, the government has 
taken no action against 
groups like the KDF that 
acted much as parties in 1992 
parliamentary elections and 
in assembly sessions since. 

Al Talea reappeared in 
January 1993 and now 
embraces a wider range of 
opposition views'. But it re- 
mains the scourge of Islamic 
political groups, criticising 
their campaign to require the 
compulsory adherence of all 
the emirate’s residents to 
strict Islamic behaviour and 
norms. 

It has also taken the bold 
step of calling for changes to 
the way some ministries are 
allocated among members of 
the Sabah family, which has 
ruled the emirate for over 200 
years. 

"The fingerprints of Al 
Talea are found all over 
Kuwaiti democracy,” Ahmad 
Al Deyain, an adviser to the 
editors, told Reuters. 

“In general journalism is a 
pillar of democracy, along 
with parliament and political 
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parties, and Al Talea plays an 
important role in the main 
political battles.” 

“We are very dear in criticism 
the Islamist political 
parties and MPs and minis- 
ters who represent them... 
personally as a senior jour- 
nalist I am interested in bold 
news." 

“It is very clear that Al 
Talea is the only one of its 
kind (in the Gulf).” he said. 

Mr. Deyain, former deputy 
chief editor of the 
heavyweight daily Al Watan, 
is KDF assistant secretary 
general. Mr. Minayes. who 
owns Talea's copyright li- 
cence, is KDF secretary 
general. 

A number of prominent 
opposition MPs are partners 
in the priming firm which 
produces AJ Talea, which is 
currently defending libel suits 
from an Islamist politician, a 
former government minister, 
and 3 influential businessman 
and journalist. 

Mr. Munayes and editor in 
chief Ahmad Al Nafisi. both 
former MPs, were held by the 
authorities overnight in De- 
cember after they refused to 
pay bail during questioning 
about an allegedly defama- 
tory report on state invest- 
ments. 

They were freed after it 
was agreed they lodge bail in 
the form of a non-monetary 
personal guarantee. 

Al Talea's circulation is 
believed much less than the 
mainstream newspapers 
which each sell 20,000 to 
30,000 daily. 



Egyptian poficemen Tuesday patrol in the Conference from Sept. 5-13 
front of the International Conference Wan in An estimated 20,000 delegates from more then 
Nasser City, a Cairo suburb. The conference 150 countries are expected to 1 attend* the 
hall wifl host the U.N. World Population conference (AFP photo) 

‘Oman arrests linked 
to Muslim Brotherhood 9 

LONDON (R) — Scores of patirisers of the Brotherhood, Qaboos University, was first 

Islamists arrested in Oman which is considered less mili- arrested on June 13 and had 

for allegedly trying to destabilise tant than other Islamists who been detained indefinitely 

the Gulf oil state are use violence for political since June 26 after refusing tb 

dose to the moderate Muslim ends. sign a document containing 

Brotherhood, the London- The Muslim Brotherhood an alleged confession, 
based Arabic daily Al Hayat was for years the principal London group alleged 

said Tuesday. forum for political agitation 1 ^™ was tortmed *ij> 

H said Sheikh Mohammad to. run Arab and other states - ‘ Stentfo^Ed aid 
Al Ghazali, 55. a religious with majority Muslim 

leader from Chnan s southern leadens on strictly bla- StoSeTto appoint 

Dbofar province, was among mic lines. It has often been h 

more than 200 people whom sidelined in recent years by 

the authorities said on Sun- more radical groups. A , Mr nhaza 

day they had arrested for Strongest peihaps in 

organising sedition in the Egypt, it is largely tolerated in »• 

guS of Islam. bT the authoStii in that “£ ttZSSw** 

landed by tetico^wititiS 

national unity with which the lent Islamrc^SlioScJ^ SriSKvlf h®* 01 ® 

Omani Muslim community is A] Hayat said the crack- *** • . . 

blessed,” Oman said in a down in Oman, where poli- “ said the Sheikh and 
statement. “Investigations ticai parties are* banned and another brother Hamed had 
have revealed connections in dissent is seldom tolerated, I*" 0 * ° een . released but 
organisation and financial started in mid-June with the Salem remained in jail, 
aspects with foreign groups, arrest of a number of Egyp- Gulf diplomats said the 
Some of them will be referred tians and Jordanians, some arrests appeared to be limited 
to court to look into their university teachers. although they included senior 

case." It did not name any but a CTVtl servants, including one 

The statement said those London-based group “Liber- official with the rank of 
arrested were members of a ty for Muslim World” said in ministry under-secretary, 
“secret organisation" but a fax to Reuters on Saturday Al Hayat quoted a Gulf 
said many had already been it was concerned about the Islamic leader as describing 
freed. fate in Oman of an Egyptian the arrests as no more than a 

The Saudi-owned Al Hayat academic, Ahmad Bahaa warning to Islamic militants 
said the crackdown surprised Khayri. that Oman was prepared to 

Islamic political circles in the It said Mr. Khayri, who crack down hard if they went 
Gulf because it Involved sym- taught engineering at Sultan beyond certain limits. 


patirisers of the Brotherhood, 
which is considered less mili- 
tant than other Islamists who 
use violence for political 
ends. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
was for years the principal 
forum for political agitation 
to run Arab and other states 
with majority Muslim 
populations on strictly Isla- 
mic lines. It has often been 
sidelined in recent years by 
more radical groups. 

Strongest perhaps -in 
Egypt, it is largely tolerated 
by the authorities in that 
country which have waged a 
fierce campaign against vio- 
lent Islamic militancy. 

Al Hayat said the crack- 
down in Oman, where poli- 
tical parties are* banned and 
dissent is seldom tolerated, 
started in mid-June with the 
arrest of a number of Egyp- 
tians and Jordanians, some 
university teachers. 

It did not name any but a 
London-based group “Liber- 
ty for Muslim World” said in 
a fax to Reuters on Saturday 
it was concerned about the 
fate in Oman of an Egyptian 
academic, Ahmad Baifaa 
Khayri. 

It said Mr. Khayri. who 
taught engineering at Sultan 


Yemenis suffer bread shortage 


By Assem Abdul Mohsen 

Reuter 

SANAA — Bread is becom- 
ing increasingly scarce, and 
loaves have become smaller, 
for Yemenis trying to emerge 
from a devastating two- 
month civil war. 

One citizen, standing out- 
side a bakery in central 
Sanaa, said he had been wait- 
ing for about three hours to 
get bread, the country's sta- 
ple, for bis family. 

“Something has to be 
done. The fat cats (black 
marketeers) are getting fatter 
and nobody bothers about 
our sufferings.” another said. 

During the war that ended 
on July 7 with victory for 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
against his southern seces- 
sionist opponents, the price 
of some staples rose by up to 
200 per cent. 

Prices of unsubsidised 
goods like sugar, cigarettes, 
butter and biscuits have 
started to come down though 
they remain well above pre- 
war levels. 

But people are complain- 
ing they are unable to get the 
subsidised goods, distributed 
through the government 
machinery, blaming middle- 
men and black marketeers. 

Bakers blame the shortage 


on the government for failing 
to provide them with their 
normal quotas of flour, most 
of which is imported and then 
distributed at subsidised 
prices. 

Officially, the price of the 
ordinary loaf remains un- 
changed at one rial (U6 U.S. 
cents) but its weight and size 
have been cut by more than 
50 per cent, citizens said. 

The price of better quality 
bread, while its size has re- 
mained constant, has dou- 
bled to two rials (three cents) 
a loaf, citizens said. Either 
way people are getting half as 
much bread for their money. 

“If as a member of the 
parliament I cannot get 
wheat for myself, how about 
others?” asked Ismail Abdul 
Rahman, a member of parlia- 
ment. 

Parliamentarians, whose 
remarks have been broadcast 
by Sanaa television, have 
launched unusually scathing 
attacks on the government 
for failing to ensure subsi- 
dised commodities were 
reaching the needy. 

They blamed the crisis on 
government inefficiency, 
nepotism and corruption. 

“People are fed up with; 
this government. We want an 
urgent solution to the hungry 
bellies,” Mr. Abdul Rahman, 


said. 

“The government is fight- 
ing citizens with their daily 
bread,” said Abdul Wahab 
Al Rouhaai, member of par- 
liament and editor of the 
pro-government weekly 
newspaper May 22. 

“The government is the 
cause of the people’s suffer- 
ing and is responsible for 
this,” Mr. Rouhani said. 

Yemen, one of the Arab 
World’s poorest countries de- 
spite oil exports of around 
300,000 barrels pier day, has 
i an annual subsidy bill of 
] more than $400 million for 
j basic commodities such 
wheat, flour and rice. 

The war exacerbated the 
government’s financial prob- 
lems. Mr. Saleh has esti- 
mated the losses to the coun- 
try at $7.5 bUliod 
Economists say Yemen 
consumes about tv(o million 
tonnes of wheat Aid {four 
annually, three-quarters of it 
imported. ^ 

The price of rice, soother 
key component of thej^eme- 
ni efiet, has also soared in 

KMnl wpplrc \ 


recent weeks. 

Muslim cJei? 
in the attacks. G 


have joined 


Fnday prayers, citing nroot- 
ism and corruption, critiqued 
the effect on ordinary Yeme- 
nis. j 
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For Arafat, self- 
means he rules 


By Nefl MacFarquhar 

Tbc Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Yasser Arafat, facing chal- 
lenges from Islamic oppo- 
nents and disgruntled loyal- 
ists, rules a government 
largely paralysed because it 
revolves entirely around him. 

No government appoint- 
ment can be made without 
passing across his desk. He 
must supervise the construc- 
tion of Gaza airport personal- 
ly. Senior officials must have 
his signature even to get the 
small sums needed to travel 
to Jordan. 

“Arafat's style of lead- 
ership is that he is the only 
decision -maker, so he is mak- 
ing everyone irrelevant 
whether his own men from 
Tunis or local politicians,” 
said Khalil Shikaki, a Gaza 
native and head of the Centre 
for Palestine Research and 
Studies in the West Bank. 

Since he first arrived in 
Gaza from Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation headquar- 
ters in Tunis, Tunisia, in ear- 
ly July, Mr. Arafat’s frequent 
mood swings and angry out- 
bursts have some officials 
wondering about his health. 

The machinery of govern- 
ment is in limbo, missing or 
patched together from what- 
ever the Israelis left when 
they withdrew in May. 

“Even those who are will- 
ing to work hard to build a 
state have found themselves 
unable to do anything. This 
creates chaos,” said Azmi 
Shuaibi, minister of youth in 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority, the 18-member coun- 
cil supposed to supervise self- 
rule. 

Mr. Arafat is sharply critic- 
al of the lack of economic 


aid. 

Western officials .say tfr* 
Palestinians have-Tecciw, 
$150 million so far. 
donors have withhek 1 
million pledged for najof fa, : 
frastructure projects, deman- 
ding some form of agency to. 
accouni for the funds. ■ 

. - Many worry about his qcna- 
mitment to democracy, 
closed two newspapers 
deemed msuffidendy loyal, 
and the Voice of Palestine 
news broadcasts focus on 
him. A suspected Israeli in- 
formant died under police 
interrogation. 

With his main political 
opponents, he has been 
trying to win loyalty and 
avoid confrontation. After 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, claimed re- 
sponsibility for a series of 
attacks against Israelis, police 
arrested 40 for questioning. 
Mr. Arafat ordered them re- 
leased. 

Local Fateh organisers 
have been angered by not 
getting important jobs. Mr, 
Arafat has been funneling 
them into preventive secure 
iry, a secret police force that 
has started to compete with 
the regular police. Ties be*, 
tween Mr. Arafat and top 
police Maj. Gen. Nasser 
Yousef are publicly strained. 

Mr. Arafat is famous for 
blurring the lines of responsi- 
bility so that everyone is cfc 
pendent on him, but the risks 
in volatile Gaza are endr-' 
mous. ; 

“If there are confrontar 
tions it will be very bloody: 
The security branches ate 
already competing with each 
other, there is no coordinar 
tion and no communication 
between them,” said Mr. Sfoh- 
kaki. : 


Turkey supports 
N. Cyprus measured 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
pledged support on Tuesday 
for efforts by the breakaway 
Turkish republic in North 
Cyprus to move closer to 
Ankara and away from a 
federal solution for the di- 
vided Mediterranean is- 
land. ’ “ 

“If... the TRNC (Turkish 
Republic of North Cyprus) is 
condemned to an impasse by 
the one-sided efforts of the 
other side which contravene 
the idea of equality, it will be 
inescapable... for Turkey to 
take precautions so as to 
leave the Turkish Cypriot 
people to the mercy of the 
situation,” the foreign minis- 
try said in a statement. 

Turkish foreign minister 
Mumtaz Soysal is due in 
north Cyprus for talks on 
Wednesday. 

The northern assembly 
voted on Monday to draw up 
foreign policy, defence ana 
security agreements with 
Turkey, similar to existing 
joint miiitaiy and security 
deals between Athens and 
the Greek Cypriot govern- 
ment in southern Cyprus. 

‘ Cyprus has . been divided 
since 1974, when Turkish 
troops occupied the north in 
reaction to a Greek Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia backed by the 
military junta then ruling 
Greece. 

Long-standing efforts by 
the U.N. to reconcile the two 
communities have so far 
proved fruitless. The latest 
talks stalled in June, although 
shuttle diplomacy resumed 
last week. 

North Cyprus, declared in 
1983 and recognised only by 
Turkey, was angered by a 
European Court of Justice 
rating on July 5 that banned 
EU members from buying 
goods from it. 
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It also protested against 
efforts by the Greek Cypriot 
south, recognised interna- 
tionally as the Republic of 
Cyprus, to join the EU. \ 

In Nicoaa, Greek Foreign 
Minister Carolos PapouHas 
jyn T uesda v_ cqU^d ^for 7 iea- 

surS^to force Turkish-' 
Cypriot leaders to discuss 
ways of ending the 20-year- 
old division of Cyprus. 

“The moment has come 
that all measures should be- 
taken to force the Turkish* 
side to stop its delaying tac- 
tics and sincerely cooperate 
for achieving a solution to the 
island,” he told the Greek- 
Cypriot Cyprus News Agen- 
cy. 

His comemr.t came after 
Turkish-Cypriot leaders op 
Monday announced they will ' 
seek closer ties with Ankara, 
abandoning a long-standing 
policy to set up a federation 

r th Greek-Cypriots. 

But the Turkish-Cypriot 
soove was immediately de;- 
jpunced by the Cyprus gov- 
ernment as a bid "to torpedo 
wN. efforts” to solve the 
problem of the divided 
hyditerranean island. 

- fe ke y inva ded the north 
injp74 after an extreme right 
wb coup on the island mas- 
tenunded by the then-Greek 
jirite in Athens. 

ftr. Papoulias, who is on a 
foi-day official visit here,- 
dull not specify what mea- 
siuk be was thinking of but 
sai|the Cyprus problem was 
a *top national priority” for 
his government. 

On Monday fc e held talks 
witi^Greek-Cypriot leaders, 
incMhig Cyprus President 
Glaips Gerides, aimed at 
resdi&ng the problem and 
exadiing a “common de- 
fencadoctrine" linking both 
couimes. * 
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ioeoded by about 300 dele- 
gates from Jordan and nine 
other Arab and foreign 
countries- 

Hasfaen Abu Hassan, 
president oftbe Jordanian 
Society of Gastro- 
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orthopaedic surgery. 

According to Dr. Abu 
Hassan, his society orga- 
nised the meeting jointly 
with the Jordanian Surgical 
Society and die Jordanian 
Medical Society because of 
the come topics shared by 
ihese societies. 

In addition to the general 
meetings, there will be two 
panel discussions: One re- 
cent developments in hepa- 
titis C infections, and the 
other on updating the treat- 
ment of bleeding due to 
oesophageal varices, 
according to Dr. Abu Has- 
san who is also vice chair- 
man of the three-day con- 
ference. 

He said that the partici- 
pants will also attend work- 
shops at the King Hussein 


Medical Centre and A1 
Bashir Hospital on laparos- 
copic surgery and the treat- 
ment of diseases of the 
common bile duct through 
endoscopy. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference will be a three- 
day exhibition of medical 
equipment organised by 
major Arab and foreign 
firms. 

Dr. Abu Hassan said the 
conference offers the parti- 
cipating specialists an 
opportunity to exchange 
expertise and launch coop- 
eration. 

Apart from the discus- 
sions, the participant will 
be accompanied to Jor- 
dan's archaeological and 
tourist sites in the King- 
dom. 
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EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION: Minis- 
ter of Education Abdul Raonf Rawabdeh 
and Abdul Qader Atrash, director of the 
regional office of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) Tuesday review 
the Mi nis try of Education’s plans as well 
as prospects for UNESCO contributions 


to the ministry. Dr. Atrash praised the 
level of cooperation between UNESCO 
and the ministry over the past years, 
while the minister voiced the govern- 
ment’s readiness to provide UNESCO 
with facilities for its Amman office’s 
activities (Petra photo) 


House agriculture committee requests 
more government assistance to farmers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Agriculture Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament 
has requested Chat the gov- 
ernment refrain from hiking 
the prices of irrigation water 
in the Jordan Valley, and 
instead extend more assist- 
ance to local fanners who, it 
said, were facing hardships. 
Mustafa Shneikat, the com- 
mittee's rapporteur, said he 
and the committee members 
conveyed their request Tues- 
day to Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tbouqan Hindawi at a 
meeting attended by Agricul- 
ture Minister Mansour Ben 
Tarif. 

Speaking to the press later 
Dr. Shneikat said he briefed 
Mr. Hindawi on the difficul- 
ties facing the farmers, parti- 
cularly their recurrent losses 
as a consequence of drought 
and marketing problems. 

Referring to the govern- 
ment's recent decision to re- 
duce the price of agricultural 
inputs, including fertilisers. 
Dr. Shneikat said the move 
represented a positive step in 
the right direction. 

But, he said, a JD 300,000 
soft loan granted to the Jor- 


dan Farmers Federation was 
insufficient , adding that the 
federation required a much 
larger sum ro help farmers 
purchase their needs. 

Dr. Shneikat demanded 
that the government extend 
help to the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation (JCO). 
which can assist farmers in 
offsetting the adverse effects 
of the monopoly exercised by 
wholesale marketing firms.' 

Adding that the agricultu- 
ral sector was only contribut- 
ing by seven per cent to the 

f ;ross domestic product 
GDP), Dr. Shneikat said the 
farmers are in dire need of all 
kinds of assistance to increase 
their contributions to the 
national economy. 

At the meeting, Mr. Hin- 
dawi, who reviewed the com- 
mittee's requests, pledged 
the government's continued 
assistance to the agricultural 
sector. 

Admitting that the agri- 
cultural sector forms one of 
the main pillars of the nation- 
al economy, Mr. Hindawi 
said the government would 
try to respond favourably to 



End of season vegetable crops in a Jordan Valley farm (File photo) 


these demands wherever 
possible. 

The agriculture minister 
said in a statement after the 
meeting that the committee 
discussed with Mr. Hindawi a 


projected agreement be- 
tween the ministry and the 
General Union of Importers 
of Agricultural Inputs on pur- 
chasing inputs at reduced 
prices and also reviewed the 


result of a government deci- 
sion taken last month on ban- 
ning imported fruits. Mr, Ben 
Tarif said that the decision 
had a positive effect on the 
agricultural sector. 


‘Jordan seeks peace for national, pan- Arab reasons’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — In- 
formation Minister Jawad 
Anani said Jordan is keen on 
ensuring the success of peace 
talks on the Jordanian-Israel 
peace track for several signi- 
ficant reasons at both the 
national and pan-Arab level. 

During a lecture at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
held Monday evening and 
organised by the Jordan 
National Alliance (JNA) par- 
ty, Dr. Anani said Jordan 
seeks to restore it$ usurped 
rights and ensure an end to 
the four-year embargo on 
Iraq to enable it to assume its 
full role in the region. 

The success of talks on the 
Jordanian-Israeli track will 
lead to a similar success on 
the Syrian and Lebanese, 
tracks. Dr. Anani said. 

He added that the 
Jordanian-Israeli tfack is an 


important link for other 
tracks. 

Dr. Anani said peace is not 
a new oil revolution that just 
falls on the nation, but is a 
long process, requiring great 
efforts. 

He stressed that it is very 
difficult to fix a date for 
signing a peace treaty or 
reaching an agreement on 
specific issues since the nego- 
tiation process is not an easy 
one. 

He emphasised the import- 
ance of supporting ana en- 
hancing the Jordanian role in 
the peace process, rather 
than margiiuriising it if Jor- 
dan's economic performance 
in the peace era is to improve 
significantly. 

Dr. Anani called for utilis- 
ing the elements of power 
and good in "our nation" and 
to develop them so that “we 


will be able to meet the re- 
quirements of the coming 
era." 

On Jordan's religious 
sovereignty over the holy 
places in Jerusalem. Dr. 
Anani said the Kingdom's 
role in supervising the holy- 
places has prevented the loss 
of these sites and precluded 
their Judaisation. 

Dr. Anani reiterated that 
Jordan has no ambitions in 
the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories, and be called for 
uniting the Jordanian and 
Palestinian positions, and for 
initiating detailed dialogue 
on all subjects in a spirit of 
confidence and shared re- 
sponsibility. 

The information minister 
said Israel has for the first 
time recognised Jordan’s 
rights in water and territory 
ies, adding that the Kingdom 


is currently involved in a de- 
tailed technical discussion, 
destined to restore its 
usurped rights. 

In a reference to the 
opposition to the peace pro- 
cess. Dr. Anani said he re- 
spects opposition, saying that 
Jordanian opposition of the 
peace process suggests an 
agreement with the govern- 
ment on the goal. 

However, he said the gov- 
ernment and the opposition 
differ on the methods of 
reaching that goal. 

JNA Secretary General 
Mujhem Khreisheh said it is 
the right of political powers 
in Jordan to have their own 
perception on such important 
issues, and to participate in 
shaping the peace in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Khreisheh stressed the 
importance of quiet dialogue 



Jawad Anani 

in reaching a better under- 
standing on the issues being 
discussed. 


Panel finalises proposed Income tax amendments 


■AMMAN (J.T.) — Prop- 
.osed amendments to the 
income tax law, which have 
been just finalised by a 
.special Finance Ministry 
committee, are aimed at 
increasing the number of 
taxpayers, - re-examining 
.regulations governing per- 
sonal exemptions, en- 
couraging investment, and 
simplifying tax collection 
procedures, according to 


Minister of Finance Sami 
Gamrooh. 

In a statement quoted by 
A1 Aswaq Arabic daily 
Tuesday, the minister said 
the amendments were 
drafted by a 16-member 
committee which was 
charged with developing 
reforms. 

The government aims at 
enabling the country to de- 
pend more on its own re- 


sources by increasing the 
volume of local revenues 
and reducing dependence 
on foreign financing, said 
Mr. Gamin oh. 

According to the minis- 
ter, the reforms are ex- 
pected to achieve equanim- 
ity and social justice and at 
the same time guarantee 
sufffidem income for the 
■state. 

The amendments, he 


added, include clauses that 
reduce the taxation bur- 
dens on citizens whether 
married or single and take 
into account the cost of 
living index and soda! de- 
velopment. 

Mr. Gammoh also said 
that the amendments 
would eventually do away 
with negative aspects of the 
law. 


Literary critics dissect 'Memoirs of a Dinosaur ’ 
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' By Anqgjham Tamimi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Memoirs of a 
Dinosaur, ” Mu’nis Razzaz’s 
latest novel (in Arabic), 
earned praise and criticism 
from Jordanian and Iraqi cri- 
tic at the Jordanian Writers 
Society earlier this week. 

Although political, psycho- 
logical, as well as sodai issues 
?eem to overwhelm most 
Jotdanian writings, Mr. Raz- 
zaz’s novel deals with several 
issues, most prominent 
unong them is politics, the 
critics noted. 

The Arab World’s events 
prompted the novelist to pro- 
duce a qualitative work that 
depicts true-life inddents, 
according to the symposium 
chairman. 

\ Rich with concepts and 
ideas, and including different 
types of writing- styles, the 
novel arouses long debates. 

Majed Samarraii, an Iraqi 
fiterary critic who admitted 
that he bad only time to read 
die novel once, noted that 
the novelist used the 
approach of "narrative rendi- 
tion, then event collapse."- 
■ The novel criticises diffe- 
rent aspects of life, such as 
“political stands, events, 
characters, the writer him- 
self, or a particular situa- 
tion," said Mr. Samarraii. 

It is a novel that "forces 
the readers to think hard 


about the concepts bidden 
behind the lines," said 
Muhsen Mousawi, another 
renowned Iraqi critic. 

But, Jordanian critic 
Abdullah Radhwan believes 
that the novel contains sever- 
al flaws. The first defect, 
which was also mentioned by 
Mr. Mousawi, is that "die 
second major character, 
Zahra, is a well-built compli- 
cated character and has mul- 
tiple dimensions," said Mr. 
Radhwan. "But the writer 
deprived her the chance of 
being a hero by creating a car 
accident to end her role." 

Second, added Mr. Radh- 
wan, “there is an exaggera- 
tion in talking about the re- 
gional issues, such as the 
Middle East crises, the- Arab 
rulers, the absurd wars, hu- 
man rights and so on.’’ 

Third, he said, “the char- 
acter Thubaba (fly) whose 
name refers to the interna- 
tional boxer who once was 
great, and then became un- 
noticed just like a fly, may 
obtain broader meanings. 
This reference may instead 
lead the reader to conclude 
that the author was referring 
to the Palestinians who re- 
turned to Jordan from 
Kuwait after the Gulf War.” 

“Memoirs of a Dinosaur,” 
according to Messrs. Samar- 
raii and Mousawi, mixes 
dream with reality through- 


out. The writer obscures the 
difference between them. 

The novel also borrows 
from myths. "The tragic hero 
is overemphasised," said Mr. 
Radhwan. 

Moreover, Mr. Razzaz 
makes use of the an of writ- 
ing, trying to "reconstruct 
and reform the modern real- 
ity in the readers’ minds,” 
said Mr. Samarraii, "by using 
a distinguished language,” 
added Mr. Mousawi. 

The writer coins many new 
words and phrases, such as, 
“black silence” and “dark 
awakening,” and he breaks 
the traditional rhetorical 
idiomatic expressions, 
according to Mr. Mousawi. 

Throughout the novel, the 
reader comes under the bur- 
den of feeling that everything 
is useless and time must stop, 
Mr. Mousawi added. 

Regarding the novel's 
style, Mr. Radhwan said, 
four approaches were 
adopted: using the third per- 
son singular to give others' 
opinions, a narrator “who 
knows everything,” a diary 
for chronology and the novel- 
ist himself, to state his own 
viewpoints. 

According to Mr. Mousa- 
wi, the novel neither begins 
nor ends, it is the summary of 
our being. 

“It is somehow vague to 
die ordinary reader,” said 


Mr. Mousawi. 'To be able to 
control the ethics and ideals 
the author believes in, and to 
control the arrangement of 
words, he uses short sent- 
ences, each one leading to 
another, such as: "Dreams 
collapse." "Mottoes dis- 
appeared." Such sentences 
carry ironic meanings." 

Mr. Razzaz agreed with 
the three critics. "Citizens all 
over the Arab World suffer 
mass expulsion, useless wars 
and policies that take care of 
others' interests,” said the 
author. 

The novelist, who once 
said that each Arab needs not 
be gifted to write a novel — 
walking in downtown Am- 
man makes him burst to 
write, said that "the Arab 
defeat of 1948 and 1967 gave 
birth to new kinds of writ- 
ings. Now, and after the 1991 
Gulf war, another new trend 
came to surface." 

“In short, we are living a 
dinosaurian era, and we are 
facing our one and only 
enemy ... Israel,” added the 
author. “It is the conflict of 
existence not a conflict over 
borders. Normalisation be- 
tween Arabs and Israel is a 
kind of absurdity. How do 
they (politicians) ask us to 
forget what we have learned 
for 50 years in just five 
hours.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tarawneh heads for talks in U.S. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Jordanian negotiator to the 
Jordanian-Israeli talks. Fayez Tarawneh Itejfay 
for the United States to take part m thc C?SE* will 
Jordanian-Israeli-U.S. economic committee which will 
. ISmuoTon the Jordan Rift Valley Development 
Plan. 

Abdul Rahim Bader passes away 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former President and founder of 
the Jordanian Amateur Astronomers Soci^ AbduJ 
Rahim Bader died Sunday at the age of 74. Mr. *aoer 
was a member of the Palestine National Counoi and a 
doctor by profession. He was also a poet and a 


columnist for A1 Ra'i Arabic daily. Mr. Bader is 
survived by his wife, two sons and eight daughters. 

Jordan, Japan sign $131m loan accord 

TOKYO (Petra) — Japan and Jordan Tuesday signed 
two agreements by which Jordan will receive two soft 
loans that will be used for development projects. The 
first loan of S84 million will be used for supporting the 
balance of payments in the energy sector, and the other 
$47 million, will be used ro build two new power 
generating units in Aqaba city with a total capacity of 
130 kilowatts of energy. The agreements were signed by 
Jordanian Ambassador to Japan Farouq Qasrawi, and 
the head of the Japanese Fund for Overseas Coopera- 
tion. 



James Gustave Speth 

UNDP chief 
to arrive 
for talks 

AMMAN — James Gustave 
Speth, who was appointed 
administrator of the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) in June, will 
arrive in Jordan Sept. 2 for 
talks with His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma. 

Mr. Speth, who succeeded 
William H. Draper as the 
UNDP chief, is also sche- 
duled to meet Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali, Minis- 
ter of Planning Hisham Kha- 
tib and other officials. 

Following the three-day 
visit here, Mr. Speth is ex- 
pected to travel to the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Speth founded the 
World Resources Institution 
(WR1) in 1982 and served as 
its president until January 
1993. He was a senior advisor 
to U.S. President Clinton's 
transition team, heading the 
group that examined the U.S. 
role in national resources, 
energy and environment. - 

Mr. Speth graduated from 
Yale University in 1964, 
attended Oxford University 
as a Rhodes Scholar and 
graduated from Yale Law 
School, where he was a mem- 
ber of the Yale Law Journal, 
in 1969. 

He was a professor of law 
at Georgetown University 
Law Centre in Washington, 
D.C. 


Meeting to review Mashreq Project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Agri- 
cultural experts from Jordan. 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Cyprus will gather in Amman 
on Monday to review the 
Mashreq Project activities for 
the 1993-4 agricultural sea- 
son. 

The a Mashreq Project, 
which is sponsored by the 
International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in the 
Diy Areas (ICARDA) is im- 
plemented in Jordan, Syria 
and Iraq and aimed at in- 
creasing the production of 
barley and animal feed. 

According to ICARDA 
sources Tuesday, Lebanon 
will soon join the three Arab 


states in implementing the 
Mashreq Project with tech- 
nical assistances provided by 
ICARDA. 

The coining meeting will 
also discuss training of per- 
sonnel and technicians and 
exchange of visits by agri- 
cultural researchers involved 
in the project, as well as plans 
for the coming agricultural 
season. 

ICARDA sources said that 
the meeting coincides with 
the start of the implementa- 
tion of the second phase of 
the project which will last 
three years. 

Ihe second phase will en- 
tail doser cooperation be- 


tween the ICARDA- 
sponsored Mashreq Project 
in the Arab orient and the 
Maghreb Project in the Arab 
countries of North Africa. 

The Mashreq Project, 
which is funded by thc Un- 
ited Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development and thc 
International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development 
(IFAD), aims at helping the 
Arab states increase their 
production of barley and 
animal feed and help transfer 
modem technology and train- 
ing of farmers and sheep 
owners. 



A MOBILE GIFT: Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh Tuesday takes delivery of a 
mobile unit for the Blood Bank from U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan. The 
unit is a gilt from the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID). In an address at the small 
delivery ceremony, attended by USAID 
Director Tom Oliver, the minister said 
that the Health Ministry and USAID have 
been cooperating on other health prog- 
rammes in Jordan over several years. 
This cooperation, he said, led to a decline 


in the infant mortality rate and helped 
improve hospital services in the Kingdom. 
Blood Bank Director James Merza said 
that the mobile unit would contribute to 
facilitating blood transfusions in areas Tar 
from the Blood Bank and in remote 
regions. In the past two years, USAID 
provided the Blood Bank with financial 
assistance that led to the development of 
its services and provided trainers to be- 
nefit the personnel employed at the bank 

(Petra pboto) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

* Play in Arabic entitled "You Are Not Yourself" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. (Directed by Khakd 
Tariff). 

EXHIBITIONS 

A r«iiiVrt!/Mi of abstract art by Khaiif Khalif and Nizar 
Yoonls at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art (TeL 
695291). 


-ft Exhibition entitled ‘TUne-2 Space 1” by Satnia Zarou at 
Daral Ai Ftanttn of the Abdul Hunted Shotnan Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luweibdeh. Also showing "permanent” 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Td. 643251/ 
2 ). 

* Exhibition of paintings by Fnhmi Qayssi at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery (Tel. 819861). 

* Exhibition of abstract art by Ghaleb Natal and Moham- 
mad Yass at Alla Art GaDcry (TeL 639350), 


NM ns 






World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1994 


Haiti clergy in fear after slaying 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
The slaying of a clergyman 
loyal to ousted President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide 
opened a new chapter of ter- 
ror among church officials 
allied with the deposed 
populist priest. 

But Western diplomats and 
other analysts in the capital 
saw little indication Monday 
that Father Jean-Marie Vin- 
cent’s murder by suspected 
paramilitary forces would 
speed prospects of a U.S. 
invasion to restore him. 

Fr. Vincent, a Liberation 
Theologist who fought for 
peasant rights, was shot five 
times outside his order’s 
Port-Au-Prince residence 
Sunday night by a waiting 
group of men armed with 
automatic weapons. 

The killing had the hall- 
marks of Haiti’s paramilitary, 
a collection of forces which 
indirectly answers to the 
country's military command, 
which took control after oust- 
ing Mr. Aristide in a bloody 
.1991 coup, diplomats and 
Haitian analysts said. 

Pro-Aristide church offi- 
cials who have not gone into 
hiding braved the public spot- 
light Monday to condemn the 
killing, the first of a priest 
since 1985. 

“Since the 1991 coup we 


have done nothing but bury 
bodies,” Sister Kresta Occi- 
dent told reporters. “We call 
on the de facto authorities, 
the military and their thugs to 
return the country to consti- 
tutionality.” 

The murder of what the 
U.S. embassy called a “mar- 
tyr for democracy” is the 
latest in what Western offi- 
cials and Haitian activists say 
is a campaign by Haiti’s milit- 
ary leaders and its supporters 
to wipe out any lingering 
support for Mr. Aristide, 
now in exile in the United 
States. 

“Probably this killing is the 
beginning and we can expect 
that others will follow...,” 
said Father Antoine Adrien, 
one of the few remaining 
outspoken church allies of 
Mr. Aristide. 

“You cannot replace a 
Father Vincent,” Fr. Adrien 
told Reuters. “He is dead,' 
Antonie Izmery is dead, Guy 
Mabry is dead — we are 
losing people very important 
for us,” Fr. Adrien told Reu- 
ters, referring to die pro- 
Democracy business leader 
executed in the middle of a 
mass Fr. Adrien officiated 
and the assassinated Haitian 
justice minister. 

Most of the church hierar- 


chy in Haiti has aligned itself . 
with the country’s military 
rulers and against the return 
of Mr. Aristide, a champion 
of the poor who was expelled 
from his own Salesian Order 
accused of exalting class 
struggle. 

Fr. Vincent's body was 
taken away by police and has 
not yet been released to allow 
the church to bury him, Fr. 
Adrien said. An evening 
prayer vigil Monday planned 
at the blood-stained spot 
where Fr. Vincent fell was 
postponed for the daylight 
hours. 

The United States Monday 
denounced the murder of Fr. 
Vincent, whom it called a 
“martyr for democracy” and 
hinted that it had made a 
U.S.-led invasion of Haiti to 
restore Mr. Aristide more 
likely. 

In Washington, State De-' 
part ment spokesman Mike 
McCurry said the U.S. mes- 
sage to those behind this and 
other assassination in the 
troubled Caribbean nation 
was: “Your crimes only in- 
crease our outrage and 
strengthen our resolve to rid 
Haiti of your abuses.” 

He told a news briefing it 
was “entirely incorrect” to 
suggest that Haiti invasion 


plans had been put on bold 
because of the current crisis 
over Cuban refugees trying to 
reach the United Slates as is 
widely believed. 

But in Port-Au-Prince, 
Western diplomats and Hai- 
tian analysts said they did not 
expect Fr. Vincent's murder 
to help spark what could be 
an invasion unpopular in the- 
United States. 

Meanwhile, two top U.S. 
officials left for Jamaica and 
the Dominican Republic 
Tuesday to discuss Haiti with 
Caribbean leaders and in- 
spect enforcement of a U.N. 
trade embargo against Haiti's 
military government 

The flight by Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott and Deputy Defence 
Secretary John Deutch came 
a day after Washington de- 
plored the murder of Fr. Vin- 
cent. 

Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Deutch. the second-ranking 
officials at their departments, 
were to attend a meeting of 
foreign and defence ministers 
of the Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) in Kingston to dis- 
cuss Haiti, then fly to the 
Dominican Republic. 

In the Dominican Repub- 
lic, they planned to inspect 
enforcement of a worldwide 



Haitian Father Jean-Marie Vincent (left) and dated Ang. 4, 1987, prior to Mr. Aristide’s 
Father Jean-Bertrand Aristide (right) preside election to president. Father Vincent, a pollti- 
in Port-Au-Prince in this file photo caBy active Supporter of Mr. Aristide, was 

shot by gunmen near his church (AFP photo) 


trade embargo against neigh- 
bouring Haiti along the 225- 
mOe (362-kms) frontier that 
divides the two countries on 
the island of Hispaniola. 

The United States has been 
working for weeks to get 
troop contributions from 
Caribbean and Latin Amer- 
ican nations to a proposed 
multinational force to invade 
Haiti and restore Mr. Aris- 
tide if the country’s military 
rulers do not resign. 


The Dominican Republic 
until now. has not enforced 
the embargo and punitive 
economic measures, but di- 
plomats hope that will change 
under a new deal signed by 
U.S. officials and recently 
reelected Dominican Presi- 
dent Joaquin Baiaguer. 

Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Deutch were to meet separ- 
ately with Mr. Baiaguer and 
political opposition leader 
Jose Francisco Pena Gomez 


before flying back to 
Washington late Tuesday 

nigh t. 

More than eighty U.N. 
observers gathered at 
strategic points m the West- 
ern Dominican Republic last 
week to monitor enforcement 
of the embargo of fuel and 
other hems against- Haiti. 
Warships from the United 
States and several other na- 
tions have also been enforc- 
ing foe embargo at sea. 


Poll: Mandela enjoys 
rapid rise in popularity 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela is en- 
joying a rapid rise in popular- 
ity among whites and is more 
popular than ever among 
blacks, a Gallup-Markinor 
poll published Tuesday 
shows. 

Mr. Mandela, who was 
sworn in as the country’s first 
black president on May 10, 
scored an average 6.0 out of 
10 among whites compared to 
his 3.8 rating in November. 

Metropolitan black sup- 
port for the 76-year-old lead- 
er was recorded at an ex- 
tremely high 9.2 out of 10 
while metropolitan coloureds 
(mixed-race) and Indians 
rated Mr. Mandela at 6.9 and 
7.0 respectively. 

Jjbe poll was conducted 
between mid-June and mid- 
July among 1.000 blacks. 240 
coloureds, 120 Indians and 
640 whites in metropolitan 
areas, and a further 320 
whites in urban and rural 
regions. 

Deputy President F.W. De 
Klerk, who was president un- 


til April and who began dis- 
mantling apartheid when he 
took over as head of state in 
1989, proved more popular 
than Mr. Mandela among 
whites, who gave hifh 7.0 out 
of 10 in the poll. 

Coloureds and Indians 
rated Mr. De Klerk even 
higher, at 7.6 and 7.2 respec- 
tively, while blacks pegged 
him at 4.8. 

The poll showed that most 
South Africans believed Mr. 
Mandela and his government 
of national unity had been 
successful in uniting all South 
Africans into one nation, en- 
ding political violence and 
improving basic health ser- 
vices. 

Political scientist Tom 
Lodge, of Witwatersrand 
University, attributed Mr. 
Mandela’s increasing popu- 
larity among whites to the 
fact that he was “performing 
well as a president.” 

“He doesn’t come across as 
a party leader any more, but 
as a statesman.” Mr. Lodge 
told AFP. 


Germany, Japan lose bid 
to enter Security Council 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
Germany and Japan have lost 
their bid to gain full mem- 
bership of the Security Coun- 
cil by next year because of 
ongoing disagreements over 
the proposed broadening of 
the U.N.’s top decision- 
making body. Western diplo- 
mats said Monday. 

A working group set up 
nine months ago and tasked 
with drafting a plan for wide- 
ning the Security council has 
failed to come op with a 
proposal that would gather a 
consensus among members. 

“There was broad agree- 
ment that the membership of 
the Security Council 'should 
be enlarged,” members of 
the working group concluded 
in a report to be discussed by 
the United Nations General 
Assembly in two weeks. 

“Although the debate was 
substantive and constructive 
in clarifying the positions of 
member-states, more time 
would be needed” to discuss 
the size and the' status of the 
members, the report said. 

Japan had hoped to gain 
full entry into a new wider 
Security Council next year in 
line with celebrations mark- 
ing tiie 50th anniversary of 
the United Nations but some 
diplomats say it would be 
unrealistic to expect any ex- 
pansion of the Council before 
the year 2000. 

Germany, faced with the 
prospect of waiting many 
years, has deckled to accept a 
seat as a non-permanent 
member of the Council for 
two years as of Jan. 1. 

The limited entry falls 
short of the permanent mem- 
bers status currently enjoyed 
by China, Britain, France, 
Russia and the United States. 

“We still have a long way 
to go,” said one diplomat 
who attended meetings of the 
working group set up in De- 
cember 1993. 

Discussion on eligibility to 
the select club has yet to 
begin but already delegates 
are exchanging defiant glares 
with many prepared to wage 
major battles for a seat. 

Non-Aligned members 
Cuba, Indonesia, India, 


Egypt as well as some Latin 
American countries including 
Colombia have., turned de- 
bate on widening the Council 
into a broader forum of dis- 
cussion on the Council’s pro- 
cedures. 

These countries hope to 
make headway in their long- 
standing criticisms of the 
Security Council's lack of 
transparency and the pri- 
vileged status of its members. 

Security Council members, 
fearing demands for radical 
change are underway, 
announced a series of mea- 
sures to improve contacts 
with other U.N. member 
states. 

Even among Western na- 
tions, the issue has been a 
bone of contention with Italy 
— insulted over the fact that 
it was not On the list of 
possible new permanent 
members — joining critics in 
their campaign to reform the 
Security Council. 

Italy has threatened infor- 
mally to propose that France 
and Britain be forced to 
agree to the establishment of 
a rotating “European seat” in 
the Security Council that it 
would share with its neigh- 
bours. 

Many members are using 
Germany and Japan’s can- 
didacy as a means of exerting 
pressure on other permanent 
members but the tactic has 
failed as these states have no 
plans to give up their powers. 

The five permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council 
are also divided on the prop- 
osed changes and disagree on 
the future size of the body 
and on who would get veto 
power. 

The idea of granting semi- 
permanent status to new 
members has been brushed 
aside and the current trend is 
to allow renewal of non- 
permanent status. 

The General Assembly 
meanwhile, was expected to 
take note of the working 
group’s report and propose 
that it continue its meetings 
and submit a new report be- 
fore the end of the 49th ses- 
sion in September 1995. 


Murayama’s remorse 
comforts Asian leaders 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayaina’s tactics of mak- 
ing high-profile apologies for 
Japan’s wartime activities 
won over new friends on his 
four nation Asian tour which 
ended here Tuesday. 

The 70-year-old Socialist 
leader expressed some kind 
of remorse in the Philippines, 
Vietnam and Malaysia and 
rounded off his trip in Singa- 
pore with a promise that 
Japan would never again 
pose a military threat to the 
region. 

In return, many of South 
East Asia’s charmed leaders 
urged him to pursue Japan’s 
claims for a seat on the Un- 
ited Nations Security Coun- 
cil. Mr. Murayama may be 
unsure about that, but be 
admitted with satisfaction: 
“It has been a very good 
trip." 

Mr. Murayama was chided 
in Malaysia for apologising 
too much over the war, but 
Singapore Prime Minister 
Goh Cbok Tong highlighted 
tiie new spirit. 

“The Singapore people are 
toadied by your gesture of 
laying a wreath at our civilian 
war memorial... It shows how 
our relations have changed 
for the better,” Mr. 
Murayama was told over din- 
ner by Mr. Goh Monday. 

After the resignation of 
two cabinet members this 
year for defending Japan's 
World War n record, the 
ghosts of the “comfort 
women” forced to be sex 
slaves to the Imperial Army, 
and other a trod ties, were a 
recurrent theme of the tour. 

Philippines “comfort 
women” demanding com- 
pensation made life difficult 
for Mr. Murayama with de- 


monstrations in Manila. But 
Philippines President Fidel 
Ramos welcomed a plan to 
create a training centre for 
women and said it was “up to 
Japan to det er m in e in what 
way she can manifest com- 
pletely her apology and re- 
morse.” 

Vietnamese leaders, who 
courted Japanese finandal 
assistance and backing for 
their r et urn to the interna- 
tional community, said it was 
tune to turn the page. 

Only in Koala Lumpur did 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad sur- 
prise Mr. Murayama by 
saying Tokyo should stop 
apologising for something 
that happened 50 years ago 
and play a more active role in 
promoting global security. 

But a senior Malaysian 
offidal explained that Mr. 
Mahathir was only sending a 
subtle message. “He is asking 
Japan for more aid to the 
region, not mere apologies,” 
the official said. 

Before leaving Singapore, 
Mr. Murayama noted that 
next year is the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the 
Pacific war and said “Japan 
will firmly maintain an exclu- 
sively defence-oriented poli- 
cy” and would not manufac- 
ture or use midear arms. 

“It has been a fruitful visit. 
We have achieved our objec- 
tive of promoting friendship 
Japan and the countries we 
visited,” Mr. Murayama said 
in a pre-departure statement. 

A Japanese official said tiie 
premier wanted to dispel 
apprehension that frequent 
changes of government — 
Mr. Murayama is the fourth 
premier in a year — would 
damage the continuity of 
Japanese policy. 


Philippines mine blast kills 62; 12 missing 


MANILA (R) — At least 62 
miners were lolled and 12 
were missing and feared dead 
after methane gas exploded 
in an underground tunnel in 
the southern Philippines in 
the country’s worst coal-mine 
disaster, officials said Tues- 
day. 

Fourteen were injured 
while scores of others cram- 
bled unscathed out of the 
150-metre-deep tunnel after 
the Monday evening Mast in 
the state-owned coal mine in 
Mai an gas Municipality on 


Mindanao Island. 

More than 20 hours after 
the explosion, 62 bodies had 
been recovered while 12 
other miners were stOl mis- 
sing, believed trapped and 
possibly dead below ground, 
the mine owners said. 

Malingas Mayor Cedlio 
Tura said there was no 
chance any one of them was 
still alive. 

The five square kilometre 
mine, owned by a subsidiary 
of the state-owned Philippine 
National Oil Company 


(PNOC), is the country’s big- 
gest underground coal mine, 
producing 200,000 tonnes a 
year. 

“It is, sony to say, the 
worst coal-mine disaster in 
the Philippines,” said 
Leonardo Ote. an executive 
with the subsidiary, PNOC 
Energy Development. 

The bodies of some of the 
dead were found near the 
month of the tunnel, suggest- 
ing they were about to reach 
safety when they collapsed, 
he said. 


No clear winner emerges after 
election debate by Quebec leaders 


MONTREAL fR)— Quebec 
leader sparred Monday night 
in a televised debate over 
whether their French- 
speaking province should be- 
come independent from 
Canada, but pundits saw no 
dear winner m the debate. 

Liberal Premier Daniel 
Johnson faced Jacques 
Parizean, the leader of the 
separatist Parti Quebecois, in 
a 90-minute French-language 
debate two weeks ahead of a 
Sept. 12 provincial election. 

Mr. Paiizeau, who is not 
personally very popular in 
the province, was leading in 
polls ahead of the debate and 
is widely expected to win the 
upcoming vote. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Johnson needed a dramatic 
win in tiie debate in order to 
make a turnaround. He by 
in opinion polls by three per 
cent in overall support, but 
by 20 percentage points 
among French-speakers, who 
make up 82 per cent of the 
population and dominate two 
thirds of the voting districts. 

But the highly-structured 
debate, which did not allow. 


for much free sparring be- 
tween the two, was seen as a 
draw. 

“There was no knock-out 
ranch,” said political analyst 
Daniel Latooche. “No one 
really took control.” 

Although most of the de- 
bate was taken np with pro- 
vincial issues like jobs, health 
care and taxes, the issue of 
tbe future of Quebec was one 
of tbe most hotly-discussed 
topics of the night. 

“What is the leader of tbe 
Parti Quebecois leading us 
into?” asked Mr. Johnson. 
“What is tbe future of 
Quebec?” 

Mr. Johnson, who has 
been accused by Mr. 
Parizeau of not caring 
enough about Quebec’s “dis- 
tinctness” because he wants 
to stay a part of Canada, also 
made an effort to tell viewers 
that in the past be has sup- 
ported recognition of 
Quebec’s dis t incti ve charac- 
ter. 

He also attacked Mr. 
Parizeau’s economic policies, 
calling them “intervention- 
ist.” 


Mr. Paiizeau side-stepped 
a few questions from the 
panel of three journalists' oh 
what might happen to the 
province if Quebeckers do 
not pass a referendum on 
sovereignty. 

The Parti Quebecois has 
promised to hold a referen- 
dum within eight to 10 
months of its victory to see if 
Quebeckers want to split 
from Canada. 

Both leaders filled their 
answers with numbers and 
statistics, but neither had 
really impassioned arguments 
for any issue. 

However, Mr. Parizeau 
seized on a' poll released 
Monday which said although 
Quebeckers were not likely 
to vote “yes” to separation 
now or a year from now, they 
did think the idea was posa- 
ble and likely. 

“It is perfectly obvious that 
Quebec sovereignty will 
come about,” Mr. Parizeau 
said. “I believe that it is 
necessary and I believe that 
Quebeckers increasingly 
understand that it wOl come 
about.” 


Russians leave behind a poisoned legacy in Germany 


POTSDAM, Germany 
(AFP) — Russian troops who 
formally pull out of eastern 
Germany Wednesday leave 
behind them a poisoned lega- 
cy of polluted land and col- 
lapsing braidings which will 
require billions of dollars to 
clear up. 

Soil saturated by engine 
oil. leaking containers of tox- 
ic waste, a lunar landscape of 
artillery ranges and barracks 
unfit for filmier use will be- 
come the offidal property of 
the German local and federal 
authorities. 

In total some 270,000 hec- 
tares (400,000 acres) of land, 
larger than the area of the 
Saarland, the fourth smallest 
of Germany’s federal states, 
were occupied by the former 
Soviet forces in what was East 
Germany. 

The German Armed 
Forces are taking over a part 
of the various facilities for 
their own purposes, but the 
remainder is being banded 
over to the respective states, 
or to the Federal Finance 
Ministry to be sold off. 

One state. Brandenburg in 
the heart of Prussia, had- 
almost 10 per cent of its 
territory occupied by military 
installations used by some 
200,000 Soviet troops, half 
the garrison based in East 
Germany at the height of the 
cold war. 

Many of the facilities were 
taken over from the Third 
Reich in 1945. Some 92,000 
hectares (230,000 acres) of 
land contain training areas, 
barracks and military air- 


fields which the local author- 
ities have little idea how to 
turn over to civilian use. 

“It is a difficult and expen- 
sive task, the land is terribly 
polluted and many buildings 
are on the point of collapse,” 
said Roland Vogt, the official 
charged with dealing with this 
dubious legacy for the 
Potsdam-based Brandenburg 
government. 

The cost of cleaning up has 
been put at 5.5 billion marks 
(£3.7 billion) for the land 
alone, where the Russians 
have also buried munitions 
and dumped unwanted mate- 
rial in lakes. 

^heir abandoned living 
quarters are the same 
throughout eastern Ger- 
many, rows of buildings with 
gaping windows and cracked 
walls. Inside they have been 
stripped of eveiything that 
could be carried back to Rus- 
sia, including flooring, heat- 
ing and sanitary installations. 

“We need massive federal 
aid for the work of cleaning 
up," said Mr. Vogt, who 
suggested that Bonn set up a 
special government depart- 
ment to deal with the prob- 
lem. 

The smaller local author- 
ities are also scratching their 
heads over how to take 
advantage of their often un- 
wanted inheritance. Fuer- 
stenburg. for instance, 100 
kilometres north of Berlin, 
with just 5,000 inhabitants, 
will take over sites which 
housed 30,000 Soviet troops, 
many of them located in re- 
mote forest. 


Some housing projects are 
beginning to emerge. At 
Abes Lager an investor has 
bought a number of buildings 
for a symbolic one mark, but 
will have to pay all the costs 
of redevelopment. 

There are also plans for 
industrial sites, green spaces 
for recreation, or simply 
abandoning sites for nature 
to repair. But out of some 50 
former air bases, only two or 
three will become civilian air- 
ports, leaving kilometres of 
concrete runways to be tom 
“P- 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin will bid a joint 
farewell Wednesday to the 
last Russian soldiers leaving 
the former East Germany. 

German politicians in tbeir 
concern to stay on good 
terms with Russia, have re- 
cently toned down their cri- 
ticism of the Red Army’s role 
in the former East Germany 
and now prefer to direct their 
criticism at the Communist 
state’s former leaders. 

But conciliatory as the 
mood might be. Mr. Kohl, 
declined to have the Russians 
take part in a joint departure 
ceremony with troops of the 
Western allies. The rejection 
angered the Russian military 
command in eastern Ger- 
many but Mr. Yeltsin was 
finally persuaded to accept a 
separate ceremony. 

The departure of Western 
allied forces will be cele- 
brated on Sept. 8 in the pre- 
sence of U.S. Vice-President 
A1 Gore, British Prime 


Minister John Major and 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

Tbe reason is that in Ger- 
many, tbe Red Army is re- 
membered mainly for the 
atrocities and excesses com- 
mitted by its soldiers as they 
advanced into Germany to- 
wards tbe end of the war, 
avenging themselves at Sta- 
lin’s call for acts committed 
by Hitler’s forces in die occu- 
pied Soviet Union. 

Soviet troops invaded Ger- 
many at the beginning of- 
1945 after pushing the Nazis 
back across Russia and Po- 
land. In tbe former East Ger- 
many there are 3,500 mflitary 
cemeteries containing the re- 
mains of 650,000 Soviet sol- 
diers — a lasting reminder of 
the intensity of the fighting in 
die dying months of the Third 
Reich. 

After the victory, the Red 
Army became the instrument 
of Stalin’s strategy of bring- 
ing half of Gemtany into the 
Soviet orbit and isolating its 
people from fellow Germans 
in sectors controlled by 
French, British and U.S. 
forces. 

The Federal Republic 
(formerly West Germany) 
and tbe rival German Demo- 
cratic Republic (East Ger- 
many) were founded in 1949. 

Tbe Americans massed 
their troops along die inter- 
German border and the 
Soviet Union did likewise. 

It was tbe Red Army which 
sustained die repressive for- 
mer East German regime un- 
til former Soviet leader 


Mikhail Gorbachev allowed 
the latter to collapse under 
popular pressure in 1989 and 
reunification take place 
under rule from Bonn. 

In June 1953, the Red 
Army intervened to save the 
East German regime by 
crashing a popular revolt 
which threatened to sweep 
away tbe Communist lead- 
ership. According to a toll 
compiled after reunification, 
nearly 200 people died in the 
repesskm, including 40 Soviet 
soldiers executed for refusing 
to fire on die demonstrators. 

Western forces stationed a 
few miles away in West Ber- 
lin did not budge, indicating 
for the first time that they 
would not violate the de- 
marcation lines fixed m 1945 
even to save people fighting 
for democracy. 

Nor did the allies move 
eight years later when East 
Germany built the infamous 
Berlin Wall with die backing 
of Moscow. 

When Germany was reuni- 
fied in 1990. 390,000 Soviet 
soldiers and 150,000 Soviet 
civilians were living in East 
Germany. 

To get them to leave within 
four years, Mr. Kohl agreed 
to proride Russia with mas- 
rive finandal aid: 12 billion 
marks ($7.5 billion at present 
rates) plus an interest-free 
three billion mark loan at a 
cost of one billion marks 
($625 million) to Germany. 

Nearly all the money has 
gone into building homes for 
Russian soldiers repatriated 
from Germany . . 


Conductor Chung 
locked out of ” { 

Parts Opera - 


PARIS (AFP) — South 
Korean-born conductor 
Myung-Wbun Chung was 
locked out of the Paris Opera 
Tuesday in spite of a court 
rating that reinstated him in 
his job as musical director. 
Mr. Chung, 41, accompanied 
by lawyer Monique Pelletier 
•and a bailiff, was prevented 
from entering a rehearsal 
room by Paris Opera Direc- 
tor Jean-PauJ Ouzel, who 
fired Mr. Chung on Aug. 12. 
At first Mr. Cluzel locked 
Mr. Chung out of the whole 
building at the Bastille, but 
Mr. Chung managed to get 
in. Then Mr. Ouzel and die 
opera’s lawyers barred the 
conductor from the rehearsal 
room. A Paris court ruled 
Monday that opera manage- 
ment acted illegally in sack- 
ing Mr. Chung, and ordered 
him reinstated. Opera offi- 
cials appealed the decision, i 
The court seaid the manage-: 
meat did not have tbe right to 
appoint another musical 
director for the rehearsals or 
the performances of Verdi’s, 
Simon Boccanegra, which- 
opens the 1994-1995 season' 
at the Bastille Opera House, 
on Sept. 19. Australian con-, 
doctor Simone Young has' 
been staging rehearsals of the ' 
Verdi opera since Mr.. 
Chung’s dismissal earlier this_ 
month. Mr. Chung, brother' 
of the violinist Kyung-Wha' 
Chung, was sacked after be' 
refused to renegotiate bis 
contract, which dates from' 
Dec. 22, 1992 and expires in: 
August 2000. Mr. Chong 
then sued the opera. In a 
statement, die Paris Opera- 
said that for five months if 
has been making proposals tq. 
change the terms of Chung’s^ 
contract. “All the proposals' 
were rejected,” the stated 
ment said. The Gaollist admi- 
nistration of Prime Minister 
'Edouard Balladur had 
appointed a new manage-, 
ment to replace flamboyant 
Pierre Beige in a cost-cutting 
exercise. Mr. Berge had sack- 
ed Mr. Chung's predecessor 
Daniel Barenboim five years 
ago. 
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Thai teen drug 
addiction grows at 
'alarming 1 rate 

BANGKOK (AJFB) — He- - 
roin addiction among Thai-.' 
land’s teenagers is increasing : 
“at an alarming rate” as - 
drag-laced cigarettes spread.' 
in high schools and vocation- 
al institutions, a police phyrix - 
dan said Tuesday. More than 
100 < new cases of heroin . 
addiction were reported 
among those aged 15 to 16 at 
one Bangkok hospital during , 
the past three months.- 
according to Dr. Somyot 
Deemak of the Thai Surgeon: 
General’s Office. Dr. Somyot, 
said doctors attributed the-, 
steep increase in addiction to! 
tbe proliferation of heroin-/ 
dipped or heroin-mixed'' 
cigarettes in schools. Dr.'; 
Somyot, who works at the!- 
Bangkok Police Hospital,/ 
said the actual number of-; . 
heroin addicts among Thai'; ■: 
youngsters may be larger/ ! 
than figures indicate. Minors; 1 
who register at hospitals here - ; 
must do so with tbdr parents'. • 
consent, a-difficult psycholo-; - ii 
gical hurdle for addicts, he/ ? 
said. “All the doctors at our/ } 
hospital are extremely wor-r- 
tied about this.” he said./ > 

Race riot mars 
S. African beauty . : 
pageant > [ 

CAPE TOWN (R) — A If 
South African student beauty j I 
pageant ended in violence'll 
when part of the crowd pro= I ? 
tested because a black finalist ' « 
was not crowned queen, the' - 
Cape Times newspaper re--' : 
ported Tuesday. Tie contest 
at the weekend was aban- ' 
doned after Bukeiwa Mabin- ; 
da, who is black, was nametf 
second princess and members/ .i 
of tiie crowd began pelting/ ■ 

tbe stage with bottles and" * 
cans, apparently because--- 
they had wanted her to 
The master of ceremonies,/ 
was struck on the bade by ad ' / 
object and taken for treat- "/ 
meat. Ms. Mabinda and the ” 
other finalists, Charlotte/;] 
Bouw and Rene Maannarr, ./' 
who are of mixed race, wertr^ : 
taken bade stage to protect/ 3 
them from the rampaging'*:] 
group. Ms. Maarman, who 
was widely expected to win / 
first prize of 1,000 rand-*/ 
($280) and a study scho*"/ 
larship, said she was terrified *■/: 
when the crowd went wild! 
“Many people told me it ‘ £ 
was a racist incident. All I . J 
saw was a group of people 1 * £ 
storming to tbe stage and l ' 
was very .scared,” she was! ", 
aayoted as saying. Brian*. * 
O’Connel, an offneal at the? 1 
college where the incident*" 
occurred, deplored that the/ : 
issue of racism had been ' : - 
highiigbted, because it was a. 
“simplistic response to a*" 
.complex issue.”. ... * 
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bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic to agree to interna- 
tional monitoring of his 
blockade against the Bosnian 
Serbs before they start relax- 
ing a U.N. trade embargo on 
Belgrade. 

But Mr. Kozyrev is 
pushing for swift action to 
ease the sanctions against 
Yugoslavia, which now com- 
prises Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

“Our conviction is that at 
least some sanctions should 
be immediately lifted to re- 
ward Belgrade for its 
courageous approach,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said m Zagreb Mon- 
day. 

Bosnian Seib leaders said a 
referendum held over the 
weekend had vindicated their 
opposition to the peace deal. 

As election officials began 
a second day of counting 
ballots, the Referendum 
Commission chief estimated 
a 90 per cent turnout and said 
96 per cent had voted “no” to 
the peace plan. 

Final results are expected 
to be azmounced at a meet- 
ing of the Bosnian Serb 
Assembly Thursday. 

Bosnian Serb leaders cal- 
led the referendum to back 
their opposition to die plan, 
which would divide the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic 
roughly in half between Serbs 
and a federation of their 
Muslim and Croat foes. 

The international com- 


munity has dismissed the vote 
as an orchestrated sham and 
urged the Serbs to reverse 
their stance. 

In the Serb-held Krajina 
region of Croatia, relief offi- 
cials faced a growing crisis as 
thousands of Muslim re- 
fugees refused to return to 
the Biftac enclave in Bosnia. 

Aji official of the U.N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
said the agency had begun 
vaccinations to try to stave 
off possible epidemic among 
children at improvised camps 
at Batnogaa and Turani. 

“The situation in the two 
camps is appalling. Health 
and sanitation conditions are 
poor and there is a real risk of 
outbreaks of epidemic dis- 
eases," said Thomas McDer- 
mott, UNICEF special repre- 
sentation for former Yugosla- 
via. 

The United Nations wants 
30,000 Muslim refugees scat- 
tered through Serb-held 
Croatia to return to the Bihac 
region which they fled last 
week after the collapse of 
breakaway Muslsim forces 
fighting troops of the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment. 

Some 10,000 refugees were 
marooned in a no-man’s land 
between rebel Serb forces 
and the Croatian army after 
being refused entry to 
Croatia, 

Thousands of the refugees 
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Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
(right) is welcomed by Croatian President 


Fraiyo TwQman prior to then 1 talks in Zagreb 
(AFP photo) 


from Bihac marched on a 
crossing point into Croatia 
proper Tuesday, demanding 
entry, a Reuters Television 
crew reported. 

There were no immediate 
attempts by the banner- 
waving marchers to break 
through the crossing, barred 
by Croatian police with 
armoured vehicles mounted 
with water cannon. 

The United Nations said 
Tuesday that Serbs and gov- 
ernment forces continued to 
clash on baxtlefronts north of 
Sarajevo. A U.N. military 
spokesman said 198 explo- 
sions were reported at Brgu- 
la, near a contested supply 
route. 

Even as U.N. commanders 
prepare plans to withdraw 
from Bosnia if an arms 
embargo against Muslim 
forces is lifted. United Na- 
tions envoy Yasushi Akashi is 
urging the world to stay the 
course with peacekeeping. 

“It is important for us not 
to give up prematurely even 
though we are in the midst of 
a civil war which is messy, 
which is confused and confus- 
ing,” Mr. Akashi told repor- 
ters recently in Zagreb. 

“It may not be spectacular 
short-term results we can de- 
liver, but I am convinced that 
short of anything better die 
U.N. will continue to be 
needed.” 

Twenty-eight months into 
the Bosnian war, billions of 
dollars have been spent on 
the U.N.'s humanitarian mis- 
sion and tens of thousands of 
peacekeepers deployed 
across the country. 

Despite the efforts of inter- 
national mediators and world 
powers, Bosnia’s brutal 
ethnic conflict seems far from 
over. 

Bosnian Serbs voted over 
the weekend to reject the 
latest peace plan, preferring 
to keep the 70 per cent of 
Bosnia they hold even if it 
means fighting on alone with- 
out support from neighbour- 
ing Serbian-led Yugoslav, 
their original sponsors in the 
war. 

Muslim and Croat-backed 
government forces are grow- 
ing bolder on the battlefield, 
thanks to a badly leaking 
arms embargo that could be 
lifted altogether as a result of 
U.S. pressure. 


JJK Protestants speak of civil war as IRA truce nears 
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BELFAST (R) — Angry 
Protestant hardliners said 
Tuesday an imminent cease- 
fire by IRA guerrillas would 
not bring Northern Ireland 
peace but foil-scale, sectarian 
rivfl war. 

The outlawed Ulster Free- 
Pro- 
grbcp, said 
as the province counted down 
to an unprecedented trace by 
tire Irish Republican Army 
ORA) that it was “a recipe 
for civil war.” 

Republican sources said 
tire IRA was expected to 
announce within coming days 
an end to its 25 -year-old war 
agaimt British rule in North- 
ern Ireland to wring conces- 
sions from the London gov- 
ernment on a peace plan for 
the province. 

But the IRA’s sworn Pro- 
testant enemies, determined 
not to surrender their British 
status, said any guerrilla 
overture to Britain would 
oily provoke a bitter and 
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political legitimacy. 

The IRA's political wing 
Sinn Fein said Monday it had 
pressed guerrilla comman- 
ders to change tactics in their 
fight for a united Ireland and 
expected a “speedy re- 
sponse.” 


This was a dear signal to 
set foe clocks ticking on a 
truce announcement, which 
Republican sources in Ire- 
land say could come as eariy 
as Tuesday evening. 

The statement by Sinn Fein 
leader Geny Adams taddy 
confirmed rumours that the 
IRA is gambling on an open- 
ended or conditional cease- 
fire coaxing Britain and Ire- 
land into concessions on a 
nine-month-old joist formula 
fbrpeaoe. 

The London-Dubtin plan 
offers Sinn Fein entry into 
full political peace talks if its 
guerrilla allies give up vio- 
lence for good. 

But Republican sources 
suggest the impending trace 
may fail short of a foil renun 
ciation of violence, allowing 
“defensive action” against an 
expected rampage by Protes- 
tant killer squads. 

Protestants fiercely loyal to 
British rule poured scorn on 
the idea that the IRA's ges- 
ture might unlock another 
historic peace settlement to 
add to the Arab-Israeli re- 
conciliation and die creation 
of a non -raw ai South Africa. 

The UFF fuelled fears of 
a return to the sectarian 
street-fighting of the 1960s 
and 1970s by vowing to resist 
any move to merge the six 
counties of Northern Ireland 
with the Irish RepabKc. Bri- 
tain denies such moves are 
planned. . . 

“Rather than being, in 
your words, ‘an historic 
opportunity for a settlement 


of the Ulster conflict*, it is a 
recipe for civil war,” said the 
group, whose fighters target 
the Roman Catholic national- 
ist community from which the 
IRA draws support. 

Rev. Paisley, the strident 
voice of unbending Protes- 
tant “unionism,” accused tbe 

British government of stitch- 
ing a behind-the-scenes deal 
that promises to grant the 
IRA’s wish for an Ireland 
united under Dublin's rule. 

Echoing the UFF civil war 
threat, Rev. Paisley said any 
hint of a “sell-out” to the 
CRA would pur the province 
in its gravest danger since it 
was partitioned from the rest 
of Ireland seven decades ago. 

“If be (Adams) comes out 
with a ceasefire, then the 
people of Northern Ireland 
wfll know they have been 
sac ri ficed on the altar of poli- 
tical expediency and that will 
bring aoout the most serious 
situation Ulster has had since 
1920,” Rev. Paisley said. 

Irish unification would turn 
the Protestants, a majority in 
Northern Ireland, into a 
minority in a predominantly 
Catholic state. 

Rev. Paisley warned 
Northern Ireland was “being 
propelled into a civil war 
situation by what the govern- 
ment is doing” and accused 
Britain of “lying, cheating 
and deceit” about prelimin- 
ary contacts with the IRA. 

Britain said Tuesday there 
was no question it would 
offer concessions to the Irish 
Republican Army or its poli- 


tical wing Smn Fein ahead of 
a rumoured ceasefire by the 
guerrilla group in Northern 
Ireland. 

■ Government officials said 
they had no news about the 
widely-expected ceasefire. 
“There is no question of any 
changes in that policy and no 
question of concessions to 
anyone,” a senior official 
said. 

The British officials said 
the policy of the British and 
Irish governments over North- 
ern Ireland was “firmly 
rooted” in a joint peace plan 
formulated last December 
which offers Sinn Fein a place 
at talks on Northern Ireland’s 
political future if the ERA 
lays down arms permanently. 

The United States is con- 
sidering putting together a 
major investment package 
for Northern Ireland if an 
expected IRA ceasefire is de- 
clared and peace returns to 
the province, the Irish Tunes 
reported Tuesday. 

Quoting official sources in 
Washington, it said the Clin- 
ton administration was look- 
ing at putting together a 
package of between $120 and 
$200 million if the IRA cease- 
fire led to an overall peace 
agreement. 

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation of 
the report but Irish govern- 
ment officials said such a plan 
had been under consideration 
in Washington since moves to 
end the conflict in Northern 
Ireland gathered pace last 
year. 


U.N. praises Rwanda repatriation 
talks, but Hutu cooperation needed 


GOMA, Zaire (AP)— Talks 
between Zaire and Rwanda’s 
Tutsi-led government aimed 
at persuading more than 1 
million Hutu refugees to go 
home to Rwanda are an en- 
couraging sign, the United 
Nations said Tuesday. 

But a U.N. official said 
there could be no quick re- 
patriation without coopera- 
tion from Rwanda's defeated 
government led by Hutu ex- 
tremists. 

Government ministers 
from Zaire and Rwanda's 
new government were to 
meet m this Zairean border 
town Tuesday to build on 
talks held Monday by junior 
officials. 

Goma is overwhelmed by 
some 840,000 Rwandans who 
fled Rwanda’s civil war and 
are now housed in miserable 
refugee camps. 

“The very fact that the two 
governments are talking 
makes us very encouraged.” 
said Ray Wilkinson of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

He said both sides agreed 
Monday that repatriation 
should be voluntary. 

That, however, hinges on 
cooperation from Rwanda’s 
former government, which 
was overthrown in July and is 
now waging a campaign of 
terror in Goma’s camps 
against would-be returnees. 

Hutu leaders in Zaire say 
refugees can only return once 
the new government agrees 
to share power and U.N. 
peacekeepers ensure retur- 
nees' safety. 


“Eventually, probably a 
tripartite agreement will be 
established for tbe refugees," 
be said. “However, we’re not 
going to sign the agreement 
tomorrow.” 

Filippo Grandi. a top 
UNHCR official in Goma 
and a special UNHCR envoy, 
John McCallin. were stand- 
ing by to join Tuesday's ses- 
sion. 

The former government 
still commands some 20,000 
Hutu soldiers and militiamen 
in the camps. A Hutu advo- 
cating repatriation in the 
camps was killed Sunday, tbe 
latest in a series of killings 
and threats against would-be 
returnees. 

Mr. Wilkinson said the 
stumbling block was going to 
be providing safety guaran- 
tees for returnees. UNHCR 
has no armed peacekeepers 
to protect those who want to 
return. Even if such a pre- 
sence were requested and 
approved, it would probably 
take months to get it into 
peace. 

Despite the violence, hun- 
ger and disease in Goma's 
teeming camps, most Hutu 
refugees are wary, too, of 
reprisals by the victorious 
Rwandan Patriotic Front sol- 
diers, should they return 
home. 

Up to 500,000 mostly Tutsi 
civilians were massacred by 
troops of tbe former govern- 
ment and civilian death 
squads after former President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was 
killed in an April 6 plane 
crash. Opposition Hutus 


were also stain. 

Tbe U.N. refugee agency 
warned Tuesday that the 
arrival of more Rwandan re- 
fugees in Zaire’s south Kivu 
region around Bukavu it will 
be a catastrophe, since there 
is nowhere left for them to 
camp. 

A spokesman for the U.N, 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said space 
is already lacking around the 
town and tbe agency will 
have to open a new camp in 
the text few days at 
Ny ania ba-Ninja, 87 
kilometres (54 miles) away, 
more than six hours' ride by 
truck. 

UNHCR spokesman Kris 
Janowski admitted that the 
new camp was really too far 
and will be difficult to supply 
given the state of the roads. 
These will not improve when 
the rainy season begins in. 
mid-September . 

Tbe decision to open the 
new camp for some 80,000 
people was taken when the 
German company which 
owns the site, Pharmaldina, 
made it available after talks 
on installing a camp nearer 
the town collapsed because of 
disputes over land ownership 
rights. 

Mr. Janowski said only 
5,000 people were settled at 
the Hongo camp, about 12 
kilometres from Bukavu. in- 
stead of tbe 80,000 which 
could have camped there, be- 
cause landholders were 
asking for payment, though 
the site was put at the 


UNHCR's disposal by the 
provincial governor. 

The UNHCR has no man- 
date to buy or rent Lind, bur 
the problem can sometime-, 
be overcome with the assist- 
ance of “mote flexible'' .lid 
agencies, according to 
UNHCR officials. 

Mr. Janowski said that if u 
new exodus of refugees from 
Rwanda’s Hutu majority be- 
gan the UNHCR would be in 
serious trouble. 

Rwanda's new government 
has begun posting civilian 
officials in the southwestern 
security zone formerly a*n 
trolled by French troops w be- 
have handed over lo a U.N. 
force, -U.N. re present ativr*- 
said Tuesday. 

Immigration and custom* 
officials have been sent to 
points along the southwest- 
ern border with 7mre. thv 
new force commander of the 
U.N. Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda (UNAMIR) Major 
General Guy Touvigiunt told 
a news conference. 

The government has at a* 
opened centres to receive for- 
mer government troop* from 
the Hutu majority who want 
to join a new army, U.N. 
staff said. 

The new sccunty forces 
will gradually move into the 
zone in small numbers, main- 
ly to guard strategic and 
sensitive installations like 
power stations. The zone, 
covering about a fifth of the 
country, was set up by French 
troops in June to stem ethnic 
bloodletting that began in 
April. 


Carlos 
spirits 
message 
out of jail 

PARIS (R) — Guerrilla 
“Carlos the Jackal” com- 
plained in a message spirited 
out of his prison cell and 
published in a French news- 
paper Tuesday that people 
were trying to morally assas- 
sinate him with false media 
reports. 

French authorities im- 
mediately launched an inves- 
tigation to find out how the 
message, run by the daily 
Inforoatin under the front- 
page headline “exclusive — 
Carlos explains himself,” was 
smuggled out of the La Same 

Prison. 

The mastermind who shot 
and bombed his way to 
notoriety in the 1970s and 
1980s said in the message be 
was still an "internationalist” 
revo I r denary and promised 
he would not turn informer 
and betray the unnamed gov- 
ernments and friends who 
had belped him. 

French officials had no im- 
mediate reaction to the 
claims in tbe statements by 
the Venezuelan born as IUich 
Ramirez Sanchez. 

■ Carlos, who was seized in 
Sudan in mid-August and 
flown to Paris, complained 
about his image in media 
reports, saying be was no 
alcoholic and had not been 
undergoing surgery to re- 
move tat from his waist when 
be was captured. 

“Why do people try to 
make me out as an alcoholic? 
All this is wrong. I've never 
been a drunkard he said. 

“I am one of the founders 
of the Organisation of Inter- 
nationalist Revolutionaries, 
and I am still a member. In 
my organisation, we shoot 
traitors. So don’t count on 
me to betray friendly coun- 
tries and name names," he 
said. 

Even from basement cell 
number 258187 where be is 
held in solitary confinement 
the man who evaded capture 
for two decades managed to 
make his voice heard in an 
orgy of publicity. 

Justice Minister Pierre 
Mehaignerie swiftly ordered 
prison officials to find out 
how Carlos got his views into 
print. 

~~^It was either his guards or 
his lawyers. We have to 
verify that it wasn't the 
guards who passed on the 
statement,'' a ministry 
spokesman said. “Carlos saw 
ms lawyers for three hoars 
yesterday. For us, wbat hap- 
pened is dear.” 

She said passing on the 
message would not have been 
either a penal offence nor 
unethical for tbe lawyers. 

“They are free to organise 
the defence of their dient and 
to dedde if they should give a 
statement to the media,” she 
said. 


Lesotho King refuses return of premier 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— There was “no way" 
Lesotho King Letsie m was 
going to restore ousted Prime 
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, the 
head of the mountain king- 
dom’s caretaker government, 
Hae Pboofolo, told AFP 
Tuesday. 

"That step is not even on 
the cards," Mr. Phoofolo, 
appointed by King Letsie to 
head a Provisional Council to 
rale Lesotho for a year, said 
by telephone from the 
Lesotho capital Maseru. 

The monarch has been 
given until Thursday by 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela and his Zimbab- 
wean and Botswanan coun- 
terparts Robert Mugabe and 
Quett Masire to reinstate Mr. 
Mokhehle's government, 
which won power 16 months 
ago in Lesotho’s first demo- 
cratic elections in two de- 
cades. 

In a pre-dawn radio broad- 


cast on Aug. 17, King Letsie 
suspended parts of the con- 
stitution, dissolved parlia- 
ment. threw out Mr. 
Mokhehle and appointed a 
caretaker government. 

Mr. Phoofolo said that 
when the three presidents 
met King Letsie in Pretoria 
Thursday they merely asked 
that “legality and constitu- 
tional party democracy," be 
restored in Lesotho and gave 
“brotherly advice" that the 
king “consider” restoring 
Mr. Mokheie. 

At a press conference after 
six hours of talks Thursday 
with King Letsie and Mr. 
Mokhehle, however, Mr. 
Mandela, Mr. Mugabe and 
Mr. Masire made it clear that 
they would settle for nothing 
less than tbe reinstatement of 
Mr. Mokhehle.. 

“The presidents made it 
dear to tbe king that they 
cannot condone the measures 


which were taken which 
everyone around the world 
regarded as unconstitution- 
al," Mr. Mugabe told tlic 
press conference, “and that it 
was necessary that the king 
had a re-look at the situation 
and takes stem to reverse 
them." 

He said there was no ques- 
tion of the king being given 
alternatives and that he 
trusted King Letsie would 
take tbe necessary steps in 
accordance with the wishes of 
the three presidents. 

King Letsie was given until 
Thursday to report back to 
the three leaden on progress 
made. 

But Mr. Phoofolo said 
Tuesday a loner sent by the 
king at the weekend to Mr. 
Mokhehle suggesting they 
meet to discuss the formation 
of a government of national 
unity had been returned un- 
opened. 


Russia makes fresh nuclear arrests 
as Yeltsin heads for Germany 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Several 
people were arrested in Mos- 
cow last week on suspicion of 
illicit trade in radioactive 
material, a spokesman for 
Russia’s Federal Counterin- 
telligence Service (FSK) said 
Tuesday. 

The confirmation of tbe 
arrests came on the eve of 
talks in Berlin between Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
and German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl that officials have 
said would include talks on 
nuclear security. 

FSK spokesman Sergei 
Vassiliyev told AFP the 
group was arrested Wednes- 
day and said the suspects 

were “found with radioactive 
material." 

Mr. Vassiliyev refused to 
give any further details on the 
number or identities of those 
arrested, the nature of the 

substance they possessed or 
any other information about 
the case. 

. He denied however a re- 
port published Tuesday in tbe 
popular daily MosJcovski 


Komsomoletrs alleging that 
two FSK agents were among 
those arrested in connection 
with the illegal sale of ura- 
nium. 

Mr. Yeltsin meanwhile dis- 
missed recent reports of nuc- 
lear smuggling from Russia. 

“All the talk about this 
also lets people forget about 
previous reports in the fore- 
ign press on the uncontrolled 
production of military pluto- 
nium by foreign military nuc- 
lear centres,” Mr. Yeltsin 
told Interfax in an interview. 

He also attributed reports 
on lax controls over Russian 
nuclear materials to “the 
long-term economic interests 
of companies that work in 
this field” and said “no third 
force” would be allowed to 
damage Russian-German re- 
lations. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev also down- 
played reports on poor nuc- 
lear controls in Russia. 

“All this anti-Russian 
noise has lost its meaning” 


following the visit earlier this 
month to Moscow by Ger- 
many’s intelligence coordina- 
tor, Bemd Schmidbauer, Mr. 
Kozyrev told reporters on his 
arrival in Berlin Monday. 

Mr. Schmidbauer and FSK 
chief Sergei Stepashin agreed 
then to step up border con- 
trols and increase joint 
efforts to prevent nuclear 
smuggling. 

The newspaper report 
Tuesday came u week after 
Russian authorities 
announced they had arrested 
two people caught stealing 
9.5 kilogrammes of non- 
military uranium from the 
secret city of Arzamas- 16 in 
the Urals. 

Mr. Vassiliyev said those 
arrested in Moscow last week 
had “no relation whatsoever 
with the FSK.” 

Meanwhile Mr. Yeltsin, on 
the eve of the withdrawal of 
the last former Soviet troops 
from Germany, said Tuesday 
that both powers sought it 
sound basis for improved ai- 
tions. 


New Guinea premier tells country to grow up 


PORT MORESBY (R) — 
Sir Julius Chan was sworn in 
as Papua New Guinea’s 
eighth prime minister in 19 
years Tuesday and promptly 
told his people to grow up 
and stop their drf^iahilishig 
political bickering and econo- 
mic misman agement. 

Mr. Chan, formerly pre- 
mier from 1980 to 1982. said 
people were becoming disen- 
chanted with Papua New 
Guinea’s political instability, 
which had seen almost half its 
prime ministers gain power 
through non-confidence 
votes against their rivals. 

“It's time we grew up,” 
Mr. Chan told parliament af- 
ter it elected him prime 
minister. 

“There is no benign colo- 
nial master standing behind 
our right shoulder anymore, 
telling us what to do,” he 
said, referring to Australia, 
which ruled Papua New 
Guinea as a U.N. trust terri- 


tory until independence in 
1975. 

Mr. Chan, 55, deputy 
prime minister in the out- 
going coalition, defeated for- 
mer Speaker Bill Skate, of 
die small National People's 
Congress, 6932. for the pre- 
miership. Not all members of 
the 109-seat parliament 
voted. 

Mr. Chan’s People’s Prog- 
ressive Party will form a 
coalition government with 
the former main opposition 
Pangu Party and a handful of 
smaller parties and indepen- 
dents- 

The Papua New Guinea 
Supreme Court ordered the 
leadership ballot last week 
after declaring the 1993 elec- 
tion of former Prime Minister 
Paias Wingti invalid. Mr. 
Wingti stood down Tuesday 
and did not contest the vote. 

Mr. Chan challenged for 
the country's top job Mon- 
day, saying a change of gov- 


ernment was needed to en- 
sure political security and 
sound economic manage 
ment. 

Chronic overspending ty 
government departments k 
threatening the resource-rid 1 
country's economic viability, 

Former Finance Ministci 
Masker lanealio has warned 
that Papua New Guinea was 
nearing bankruptcy. 

Tbe nation's budget deficil 
blew out to 270 million kiiu 
(one kina equals $1) in 1993 
or 5.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product, from 35.S 
million kina, or 1.2 per can 
of GDP. in 1989. 

“The long trail of mismun 
agetnent and scandal has kc 
us to the events cf today,* 
Mr. Chan said. 

Since independence, tbre< 
prime ministers have beer 
toppled by nu-confidcncc 
motions. Only four prirm 
ministers have come to powci 
through general elections. 
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Rift must stop 

THE ESCALATING rift between Algeria and 
Morocco appears to be getting oat of control with 
the Former deciding to break off diplomatic 
relations. With Algerian authorities now mobilis- 
ing their country’s entire transport network to 
bring home Algerian citizens currently in Moroc- 
co after Rabat slapped a visa requirement on 
them, Morocco is faced with a similar problem 
vis-a-vis its own people presently in Algeria. 

The current crisis between the two North 
African Arab countries apparently started when 
Moroccan police arrested two French nationals 
of Algerian origin as suspects in the slaying of 
two Spanish tourists and consequently imposed a 
visa requirement on all Algerians, including 
third country nationals of Algerian background. 
Algeria retaliated by dosing its borders with 
Morocco. 

Normally the arrest of nationals of a country 
by another does not lead to the kind of 'Actions 
and reactions that both Morocco and Algeria 
have resorted to. In the first place, whether the 
detained F reach- Algerian persons would be 
found guilty or not after they are duly tried, 
Morocco has clearly overreacted by imposing 
visa requirements on all Algerians presently in 
Morocco, estimated to be about three million. 
There is no room for guilt by association under 
international norms and under the worst scenar- 
io the affected Algerians are innocent people who 
should not be arbitrarily deported from the 
country. Algeria in turn overreacted also by 
closing its frontier posts with its neighbour Arab 
country and by so doing further exacerbated the 
conflict. 

But what adds fuel to fire is the reported 
mistreatment of nationals of the two countries by 
the police authorities in both states. These 
developments suggest that something deeper 
beneath the surface may have been the real cause 
of the problem between Rabat and Algeria. 
There is every reason to suspect that political 
differences between them over the former Span- 
ish colony of Western Sahara is at the heart of the 
lingering crisis of confidence between them. 
Algerian President Liamine Zeroual last week 
was reported to have criticised Moroccan “sei- 
zure” of this territory by saying that there was 
still an “illegally occupied country" in Africa. It 
is inconceivable that Algeria would deliberately 
seek to add to its nearly three-year-old civil 
strife? by heating up differences with Morocco 
but skeptics may want to advance such theories 
anyway. Whatever the real reasons behind the 
worsening of relations, however, one tiling is 
dear: What is happening should not have hap- 
pened and sincere efforts must be exerted by the 
leaderships of both countries to halt the de- 
terioration in ties. R is unbecoming of two 
neighbourly and brotherly Arab states to allow 
their relations to descend to the levels they have 
reached in the past week. A summit between 
King Hassan and President Zeroual is therefore 
urgently called for to contain the growing crisis 
and, hopefully, solve the problem once and for 
all. 


WITH THE start of every academic year, our society is 
faced with the problem of enrollment of young men and 
women in Jordanian universities, something which is 
considered a luxury not available to the majority of people, 
said Taller AI Adwan. a columnist in Ai Dustonr daily. 
Students 'with high grades sometimes find themselves 
unable to enrol at the state universities to study medicine or 
engineering at a time when other students with lower 
grades are being allowed to take their seats at these 
faculties, claimed the writer. The private universities could 
be an alternative that would help ease the frustration of the 
young people but then they are unable to enrol in them due 
to their high fees, said the writer* To solve the problem, the 
state-owned universities could accept additional nambers 
of students each year while the private universities could 
reduce their fees to a degree that would allow students 
from limited income families to enrol in. them, said the 
writer. As long as the Jordanian people as a whole are in 
one way or another contributing towards covering these 
universities expenses, he said, one expects these institu- 
tions to open their doors to the promising students from all 
sectors. 

JORDAN AND Turkey speak the same language and are 
both in the same boat facing the consequences of the 
embargo imposed on Iraq over the past four years, said 
Tareq Masarweh with reference to the just concluded visit 
to Jordan by Turkish President Suleiman Demirel. Perhaps 
the press conference His Majesty King Hussein and Mr. 
Demirel held at the end of the brief visit was much more 
imporsnt than it looked, simply because it reflected the two 
■tide*’ v’fr.T; concerting: the sanctions on Iraq on the one 

■ .• .. - - "-J 

. r-.z. :Lil- other, according to the columnist ia AI Sa's 
d<?ily. iraq is very important for Turkey and Jordan as a 
neighbour and supporter in times of need, and this was 
manifested in the two leaders' views which called for an 
immediate end of the suffering of the Iraqi people and the 
end of sanctions. 


From G.H. Jansen 

THE EGYPTIAN Islam- 
ists, having dubbed the In- 
ternational Conference on 
Population and Develop- 
ment, starting in Cairo on 
Sept. 5, the “licentious con- 
ference” have shifted the 
basis of their opposition to 
it from fslam to morality — 
that birth control leads to 
promiscuity. That change 
was just as well because 
Islam, over the centuries, 
has never objected to birth 
control and, therefore, is 
not, as alleged by a group of 
Egyptian lawyers who are 
nying to stop the confer- 
ence altogether, contrary to 
the principles of Islam. 

Indeed, if the lawyers 
had bothered to study Isla- 
mic law on the subject of 
birth control, they would 
have discovered that all 
Muslim interpretations of 
■religious law were unani- 
mous in permitting con- 
traception. This is con- 
finned in a detailed study of 
the law and practice of con- 
traception in Islam given in 
“Sex and Society in Islam” 
by the Cambridge Universi- 
ty scholar B . Musallam . 
which should be required 
reading for all Islamists, 
especially those attacking 
contraception. 


Only a statement in the 
Holy Koran itself prohibit- 
ing contraception would 
give full canonical authority 
to the Islamist opposition to 
it. But the Koran says no- 
thing on the subject. The 
next most authoritative reli- 
gious source would be the 
“hadith,” the “traditions” 
of what the Prophet 
Mohammad said and did. 

According to contempor- 
ary Muslim scholars few of 
these can be taken as totally 
authentic and while they 
contain several references 
to the most widely used 
contraceptive practice in 
the seventh century, coitus 
interruptus. they are not 
very convincing. There is 
one that is clearly conde- 
mnatory: “They asked him 
about coitus interruptus 
and the Prophet answered, 
‘it is hidden infanticide*.” 
There are several other 
“hadith” that are equally 
permissive: “We used to 
practice coitus interruptus 
during the Prophet’s life- 
time. News of this reached 
him and he did not forbid 
us” and “the Prophet said, 
"practice coitus intenuptus 
with the woman if you so 
wish, for she will receive 
what has been predestined 
for her’.” and “we asked 
the Prophet about it. He 
replied, "you do not have to 


hesitate, for God has pre- 
destined wbat is to be cre- 
ated until Judgement 
Day'*” The mere fact that, 
the Prophet's companions 
could freely discuss this 
very intimate subject with 
him means that birth con- 
trol was an accepted fact at 
thai rime. 

The great Islamic jurists 
like AI Ghazali, in the 11th 
century, and Ibn Taimiya in 
the 14th centuiy accepted 
the fact of contraception 
and provided reasons for 
the practice. AI Ghazali 
favoured the economic 
reason: A large family 
could tempt men into illegal 
transactions to meet their 
increased responsibilities 
and. besides, “material 
well-being is an aid to reli- 
gion.” 

Contraception was 
accepted by all four of the 
classical legal schools of 
Sunni jurisprudence and by 
the Shiites as well. The 
Hanbalis. the strictest of 
these schools, went so far as 
to say that coitus interrup- 
tus was mandatory in 
enemy territory so that 
Muslim children would not 
be born into slavery. 

Birth control was com- 
monly practised by both 
men and women in the clas- 
sical age of Islam. Both 
chemical and mechanical 


means were used and in the 
standard texts of Arabic 
medicine references to 
female contraceptives out- 
number those for men by 
four to one. This is true in 
the ninth century text enti- 
tled. “Hawi", of the great 
Islamic medical scientist 
Razi, known to Europe as 
Rhazes. where of SO pre- 
scriptions for contracep- 
tions 31 were for women, 
and in the Canon of the 
even more famous Ibn Sina. 
or Avicenna, of the 10th 
centuiy, where of the 20 
contraception prescriptions 
given. 10 were for women. 
Razes and Avicenna even 
accepted abortion as neces- 
. sary in certain cases. Mod- 
ern day medical scientists 
consulted about these re- 
medies stated that about 10 
.per cent of the chemical 
means and almost all of the 
mechanical methods were 
effective and, indeed, used 
the same principles as con- 
temporary means. 

The Islamists have used 
the authority of AI Azhar 
University, the most presti- 
gious Islamic institution, to 
buttress their case.. Under 
the compulsion of the mili- 
tants to follow their policy 
line, the university has in 
the past few years gone 
against the Egyptian gov- 
ernment on certain key 


issues, including tha * .. 
contraception. Thus, wh 
the government is 0, J e 
the main sponsors of in*- 
Cairo conference and has m 
place a birth control prog- 
ramme, AI Azhar opp**£ 
both. Although Al Artar * 

a governmental institutton 
and its head. Sheikh A 
Azhar. is supposed to sav 
what he is told to say. this is 
not the case. 

In the time of President 
Gama! Abdul Nasser, who 
strongly backed contracep- 
tion to promote the econo- 
mic well-being of Egypt s 
exploding population. 
Sheikh AI Azhar issued a 
formal fatwa stating rhat 
Islam did not disapprove of 
contraception (he could 
hardly have said anything 
else in face of the over- 
whelming historical evi- 
dence). But Nasser's suc- 
cessor. the conservative 
President Anwar Sadat, 
permitted Sheikh Al Azhar 
jo issue another fatwa flatly 
contradicting the earlier 
one. Unfortunately for Al 
Azhar it is caught between 
on this matter because dur- 
ing the time of Nasser an 
institute for the propaga- 
tion of family planning was 
established in Al Azhar it- 
self and is still active. It is 
labelled “a nest of corrup- 


tion'* by oppiMK-nts. 

The Islamists objection 
u* birth control is political 
rather than religious. It 
sprincs from the militants 
deep-rooted suspicions of 
Western intentions. I nese 
suspicions were born dunng 
the struggle of Muslim 
countries for liberation 
from Western colonialism 
and continue until the pre- 
sent dav because these 
countries largely remain 
under Western domination. 
Accordingly, birth control 
is seen bv them as a deep- 
laid eenocidal plot against 
Muslims to weaken them by 
reducing their numbers. 
These genocidal suspicions 
are widespread in the Indi- 
an Muslim community. 
Since the world population 
of Muslims is almost one 
billion and increasing rapid- 
Iv. these fears are imaginary 
and groundless. The Islam- 
ists conveniently ignore the 
fact rhat the two largest 
Muslim countries. Indone- 
sia and Bangladesh, both of 
'them devoutly Islamic, 
have accepted and success- 
fully implemented birth 
control programmes for 
economic reasons. And 
these programmes have not 
weakened these countries 
but enabled them to im- 
prove the economic situa- 
tion of their people. 


Clinton Cuba policy pleases conservatives 


By Peter Bate 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
hardball tactics against 
Cuba's Communist regime 
may dismay his liberal sup- 
porters but they are win- 
ning kudos from some of his 
fiercest conservative critics. 

Last week, the United 
States announced measures 
to bade up its new policy of 
turning back Cuban “boat- 
people” refugees by res- 
tricting cash remittances to 
Cuba, cutting back charter 
flights to the island and 
stepping up propaganda 
broadcasts directed against 
President Fidfcl Castro. 

Mr. Clinton's chief of 
staff, Leon Panetta, said 
the United Stales might 
even consider imposing a* 
blockade against Cuba, 
although the White House 
amended that later to say a 
blockade is an option but is 
currently “not a part of our 
plan.” 

“This was a good first 
step in the right direction,” 
Lawrence di Rita of the 
Heritage Foundation, a 
conservative think-tank, 
said of the measures 
announced. 

“I share the administra- 
tion's assumption that Cas- 
tro's regime is coining to an 
end,” Mr. di Rita told Reu- 
teis. 


Senator Connie Mack, a 
Republican from the state 
of Florida, where most 
Cuban exiles reside, also 
said Mr. Clinton had taken 
the right course. 

“The administration's 
announcement on isolating 
Castro will send a strong 
message to the Cuban peo- 
ple that we are with them in 
their struggle for freedom.” 
Mr. Mack said. 

Mr. Clinton’s get-tough 
measures included ending a 
28-year policy of welcoming 
to the United States virtual- 
ly every Cuban who sought 
political asylum. 

To stem the tide of boat 
people now fleeing Cuba, 
Mr. Qinton announced Fri- 
day the coast guard would 
intercept refugees and send 
them to die U.S. naval base 
at Guantanamo, Cuba. 

He said Mr. Castro could 
not dictate U.S. immigra- 
tion policy. 

Removing the welcome 
mat, however, has so far 
failed to dissuade thousands 
of Cubans from trying to 
cross a dangerous 145-km 
strait to Florida on rickety 
rafts. 

A ’State Department offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named, said the new mea- 
sures could take more time 
to work. 

“Our experience in the 
case of Haitian boat people 
suggests that restrictions 
take a while to work,” he 
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said. 

While conservatives and 
Cuban expatriates bad Jong 
hoped Mr. Qinton would 
use the United States' 
might to strong-ann 
Castro into reforming his 
35-year-old regime, the 
more liberal analysts still 
expect reform to come 
through dialogue. 

“The administration still 


Dili 


needs to map out a strategy 
to deal with Cuba in which 
all parties involved will 
have to participate,” said 
former U.S. official Ber- 
nard Aronson. 

Mr. Aronson, a former 
assistant secretary for inter- 
American affairs in the 
Bush and Qinton adminis- 
trations, said some of the 




decisions regarding re- 
fugees could lead to more 
trouble. 

“The administration is 
acting on the assumption 
that they will prevent peo- 
ple from leaving Cuba. But 
if it doesn't, we'll have a 
substantial refugee prob- 
lem,” he told Reuters. 

Larry Bims, head of the 
liberal council on hemis- 


pheric affairs, said Mr. 
Clinton's moves will only 
increase the exodus. 

“The root cause of this 
problem is economic, not 
political.” Mr. Bims said. 
“The Qinton administra- 
tion has once again proven 
its unerring instinct to do 
the wrong thing." 

Mr. Bims argued that 
Mr. Castro was finally 
doing what every U.S. 
administration had press- 
ured him to do for the past 
three decades — to let his 
people go. 

“This is another example 
of double-standard di- 
plomacy.” Mr. Bims said. 
“China, which has a far 
worse record on human 
rights abuses, gets Most- 
Favoured-Nation status 
while Cuba has been under 
an embargo for 32 years." 

The State Department 
official acknowledged that 
the United States has acted 
differently when dealing 
with other Communist reg- 
imes but argued that Cuba's 
case was singular. 

“We want to see real 
political and economic re- 
forms in Cuba, not mere 
statements. Castro has 
made changes in the past 
but he’s always backtracked 
on them,” said the official. 

“We’re not saying that he_ 
has to be on the next boat 
out, but we want to see real 
reform before we consider 
adjustinng our policies.” 


France and Algeria: When the 
status quo is no longer supportable 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — The United 
States has Sudan on its list 
of outlaw states, saying that 
it sponsors Islamic fun- 
damentalist terrorism . 
France finds that a logical 
reason for getting on better 
terms with Sudan. Who bet- 
ter to talk with about the 
problem of terrorism than 
those in a position, Hoot to 
call it off, at least to damp it 
down? 

A number of large con- 
clusions have been drawn 
from Sudan’s handing over 
of Carlos the terrorist to 
French justice. The princip- 
al significance, however, is 
what it reveals — or, better, 
confirms — about French 
foreign policy. 

One of the two major 
preoccupations of French 
policy today is Islamic fun- 
damentalism- (The other is 
France's relationship with 
Germany, in the context of 
Europe's development). 
Algeria, which until 1962 
was a ddpaitement of 
France itself, not a colony, 
retains a special rela- 
tionship with France in 
terms of the legal status of 
Algerians in France and 
their right to travel between 
the countries. 

France also has consider- 
able investment in Algerian 
economy, and until now has 
retained a significant influ- 
ence in Algerian education, 
and cultural life. 

All of this is jeoparadised 


by the attempt of extreme 
Islamists to drive all fore- 
igners and foreign influ- 
ences out of Algeria. 

The French also fear that 
a fundamentalist victory 
would inspire not only 
much of the French- 
speaking intellectual and 
middle classes to look for 
refuge in France, but also 
thousands if not hundreds 
of thousands of ordraaiy 
Algerians who do not want 
to live under a fun- 
damentalist government 

The policy of Paris there- 
fore is a double one. France 
formally supports the pre- 
sent military-backed “tran- 
sitional” Algerian govern- 
ment’s harsh campaign 
against fundamentalist mili- 
tants. (The Fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front won 
the first round of national 
elections in 1991; the gov- 
ernment conceled the 
second round, and there 
has been mounting violence 
ever since). 

France’s Interior Minis- 
ter, Qiaries Pasqua, recent- 
ly criticised Germany and 
the United States because 
fundamentalist militants are 
allowed to function there 
and publicise their cause. 
His police have been round- 
ing up and interning Alge- 
rians in France thought to 
be linked to fundamentalist 
militancy. 

However, the. French are 
also reinsuring. There have 
been complicated and 
ambiguous transactions 


conducted in obscurity be- 
tween France and Sudan, 
some of them allegedly fad- 
heating the Sudanese gov- 
ernment’s war ag a in st re- 
bels in the sooth. 

France’s intention is to 
gain Sudan's help in dealing 
with the Algerian fun- 
damentalists. Not in com- 
municating or negotiating 
with them — that could be 
done in a Paris restaurant 
— but in influencing them. 

The supposed theoreti- 
cian of Sudan’s military 
government is a Paris- and 
London-trained Muslim in- 
tellectual and academic, 
Hassan Tourabi, now dean 
of foe Khartoum University 
Law School, formerly a 
high government official. 
He is accused by many in 
the West, as well as by the 
Algerian and some other 
secular Arab governments, 
of being an ideologist of 
terrorism. 

However, he is himself 
quoted as criticising the ba- 
nian revolution for its “lade 
of maturity and of values.” 
He says the fundamentalist 
government of Saudi Ara- 
bia is merely a family dicta- 
torship, where, among its 
other faults, “the situation 
of women is very lad.” Ms 
own country, be says, is 
trying “an experiment 
which has only begun,” but 
which is meant to avoid the 
excesses or errors of Iran 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The French believe that 
be is at least a man the West 


can talk with, while ack- 
nowledging (as a profile of 
him by die French journal- 
fat Gilles Millet observes) 
that be speaks “a double 
language, simultaneously 
lending support to the de- 
mands of the most radical 
fundamentalists abroad and 
“affirming to the West dial 
he is capable of controlling 
diem.” 

It is a characteristic 
French policy, supple and 
realistic in French eyes, du- 
plicitous or immoral to 
others. But it fa a coherent 
policy, one consistent with 
what always has been 
France’s policy in postcolo- 
nial Africa. 

The French position fa 
conservative, in the sense 
described by the 19th cen- 
tury American writer 
Ambrose Bierce. He said 
the conservative “is ena- 
moured of existing evils, as 
distinguished from the 
liberal, who wishes to re- 
place them with others.” 

The French have always 
attempted to maintain star 
bihty and order (and peace) 
in their African zone of 
influence by supporting the 
powers in place, so long as 
those established powers 
did not become totally re- 
pellent. When that hap- 
pens. Paris tries discreetly, 
usually but not always with 
success, to facilitate their 
replacement. 
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A SURVEY of mayors 
from every continent shows 
that unet^ojrment consti- 
ruzes. the number one 
urban problem in cities 
around the world, the Un- 
tied Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) says. 

Tbe second most serious 
proWetns urban residents 
free is inadequate housing, 
the survey of some 135 

mayors, said. 

The two least pressing 
problems ®f 12 listed in the 
survey (hscriminatioo 

and insufficient civil society 
participation — although 
cities as Averse as Beijing, 
China and Amman, did 
identify water problems as 
tbefr prime concern. Lack 
of funds to meet urban 
needs was not listed in the 
survey, although some 
mayors volunteered that as 
ihdr primary problem. 

‘'Within tbe next few 
years, more than half of tbe 
world's population for the 
first time in history will be 
living in dries and towns 
rather than in rural areas, 
adding urgency to the 
search for solutions to 
urban problems.'* says 
James Gustave Speth, 
UNDP administrator. 
“Already, 60 per cent of the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) of the average coun- 
try is generated in cities.” 
The 12 categories of 
problems listed in the 
UNDP survey, and the 
number of mayors who 
identified them as “most 
servere,” were as follows 
(They were permitted more 
j;than one choice): Unem- 
Iptoyment — 63, inadequate 
hoiking — 43, insufficient 
isoBd waste management — 
38, violence/crime/personal 
insecurity — 36, poverty — 
34, inadequate sanitation/ 
sewerage — 33, air pollu- 
tion — 32. inadequate 
transportation — 29, in- 
adequate water supply — 
124, inadequate soda! ser- 
; vices (health, education) — 
22, insufficient civil society 
participation — 22, discri- 
mination (ethnic, women, 
poor) — 14. 

The conclusions fp’ven by 
the mayors were discussed 
at the International Collo- 
quium ,of Mayors, which 
ns held at the United Nations 
m New York on Aug. 18- 
19. i - 

WaUy NDow, who heads 
the United Nations Centre 
for Homan Settlements 
(Habitat) and is the secret- 
ary general of the U.N. 
Conference an Human Set- 
tlements, which will be held 
in Istanbul, . in June, 1996, 
pills tbe problem confront- 
ing all cities today among 
the most urgent now facing 
humanity. “The word ‘cri- 
sis' has been oversued,” he 
emphasises, !*but no other 
word will do to describe the 
dilemma of our cities.” 

“I cannot stress too 
strongly," be adds, “that 
this crisis is of truly global 
proportions. Not one of us 
is untouched by the reper- 
cussions of unemployment, 
homelessness, crime, drugs 
in school and on the streets, 
waterborne diseases, old 
ies such as tuberculosis 
and new ones such as 
AIDS, pollution, gridlock- 
ed traffic and crumbling in- 
frastructure. These affect 
everyone, in urban as well 
as rural areas, and it is 
urgent and vital that all 
countries — industrialised 
and developing alike — 
cooperate to overcome 
them together.” 

The results of the survey 
of mayors will form part of 
the l/NDP contribution to 
the U.N. Conference on 



URBAN NIGHTMARES: Unemployment is a problem to which most nutfor cities in the world have foiled to find appropriate solutions (FHe photo) 

Urban problems alike worldwide 

Unemployment, inadequate housing are top concerns 


Human Settlements, which 
will focus on the problems 
caused by the global urban 
explosion, as well as to the 
World Summit for Social 
Development, to be held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 
March of next year. 

“We feel that by asking 
mayors around the world to 
identify their main con- 
cerns, UNDP could illus- 
trate that urban problems 
are more than just localised 
ones, but rather part of 
broad global patterns,” Mr. 
Speth says. “By bringing 
the mayors together at the 
colloquim, local solutions 
to local problems can be 
shared globally and orga- 
nisations like UNDP can 
see what works best in 
which locations." 

Almost half of the 
mayors from both develop- 
ing and developed countries 
who answered the survey 
called unemployment a se- 
vere or very severe 
problem. 

For example. Hans Klint- 
botn, mayor of Visby, lo- 
cated on the Swedish island 
of Gotland, said that almost 
40 per cent of young people 
between the ages of 1S-24 
are without “real work” at 
this moment. 

Ad J. E. Havermans, of 
The Hague, Netherlands, 
said "we have 10,000 peo- 
ple unemployed now, a 
large percentage of whom 
are migrants. By the year 
2000, unemployment is ex- 
pected to increase to 50.000 


people in the city.” 

Boston is one American 
city in which the mayor 
identified unemployment as 
the prime concern — as did 
mayors from cities in 
Europe. Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, but Bos- 
ton’s next two most press- 
ing problems are probably 
more American — high 
school dropouts and a lack 
of day care. 

Unemployment leads to 
other serious problems, 
many of the mayors said. 
For example, Patrus Ana; as 
of Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 
says “poor families without 
jobs or with low salaries 
cause terrible social prob- 
lems. Their children get in- 
volved with drugs, prostitu- 
tion and crime.” 

Constantin Simirad, 
mayor of the Romanian city 
of Iasi, which has 390,000 
inhabitants, agrees, saying, 
"unemployment reaches 50 
per cent of the active work 
force and causes great so- 
cial problems and all of the 
undesirable aspects of life.” 

In problem other than 
unemployment, the survey 
found that inadequate wa- 
ter supply drew more con- 
cern in Latin America than 
in other region; inadequate 
sanitation/sewerage was of 
more concern in Africa and 
Western Europe; air pollu- 
tion was of major concern 
everywhere, except in Afri- 
ca; violence/crime/personal 
insecurity sparked the most 
concern in Eastern and 


Western Europe, Latin 
America and North Amer- 
ica; poverty drew more se- 
vere rankings in Africa and 
Latin America than else- 
where. 

The survey also illus- 
trates how cities in the same 
regions often have similar 
concerns, along with some 
unique ones. 

North America 

In Toronto, unemploy- 
ment and poverty are consi- 
dered jointly to be the most 
vexing problem, with rac- 
ism number two and vio- 
lence number three. 

“The United Nations has 
deemed metropolitan 
Toronto the ‘most multi- 
cultural city in the world* 
and it is well-known as a 
safe and livable metropo- 
lis.” said the office of the 
mayor. “However, the cur- 
rent recession, together 
with tbe downloading of re- 
sponsibility for services 
from the national (Federal) 
to the municipal level, has 
resulted in extreme stress 
on municipal and commun- 
ity-based social supports. 

This in turn threatens the 
atmosphere of mutual toler- 
ance and respect and esca- 
lates racism, violence and a 
host of relared social prob- 
lems .” The Toronto 
mayor's office added. 

In Montreal, the most 
serious problems were 
given as poverty, unem- 


ployment and violence/ 
crime/personal insecurity. 
In Newark, New Jersey, the 
top three concerns' are 
crime, jobs and housing. 

Asia, Arab states 

The mayor of Beijing 
identified inadequate hous- 
ing, inadequate water supp- 
ly and air pollution as the 
three most severe problems 
in the capital of the world's 
most populous nation. 

“At present, shortage of 
water supply is the most 
outstanding problem in the 
city.” said the Beijing 
mayor. “The main cause is 
limited water resources. 
The government is under- 
taking a major engineering 
project to bring water from 
the south.” 

Residents of Amman, 
also see inadequate water 
as their most severe prob- 
lem. “The lack of water is 
due to a lack of resources 
and damaged or deterio- 
rated pipes, treatment 
plants, etc. The Water 
Ministry is doing its best to 
solve this problem.” the 
mayor's office said. 

The mayor of Surakarta. 
Indonesia, did not list any 
single problem as “most se- 
vere.” but classified air 
pollution, unemployment 
and poverty on the list of 
problems. He also cited 
“overflow migration of ru- 
ral populations; unautho- 
rised street vendors; and 
the people's indifference in 


sustaining a clean and heal- 
thy environment.” 

Latin America 

Mexico City, reflecting 
its position as' one of the 
world's megacities with 
more than 15 million in- 
habitants. identified seven 
different problems as “most 
severe:” air pollution, in- 
adequate water supply, vio- 
lence and crime, inadequ- 
ate social services, poverty, 
unemployment and in- 
adequate transportation. 

In Rio de Janeiro, vio- 
lence and personal insecur- 
ity was identified in the 
survey as the top concern of 
the 5.6 million residents 
among the 12 problems 
listed. In Santiago, Chile. 
Mayor Jaime Ravinct 
named pollution as the ci- 
ty's biggesi concern. Mr. 
Ravinet. classified five 
other problems as next in 
severity — inadequate 
housing, inadequate sanita- 
tion, violence and crime, 
poverty and inadequate 
transportation. 

Personal insecurity and 
violence are prime concerns 
in many other Latin Amer- 
ican cities. In the Col- 
ombian city of Medellin, for 
example, the mayor listed 
violence and crime as his 
city's most pressing prob- 
lem, with the quality of 
education as second and in- 
adequate housing as third. 

Western Europe 

Many cities have their 


own unique problems, of 
course. In Berlin, the 
mayor. Christine Berg- 
mann. says that levelling 
living standards of the for- 
mer eastern and western 
sectors of the city has been 
the number one issue since 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989. 

“Bus drivers who live in 
the former eastern part of 
the city, for example, earn 
only 80 per cent of what a 
driver of the same bus. who 
lives in the western pan. 
gets.” say Mayor Berg- 
mann. 

But she second most 
pressing problem in Berlin 
is unemployment, which 
was also the case in Munich, 
where inadequate housing 
was listed as the number 
one concern. 

In both the British city of 
Leeds and the Spanish city 
of Bilbao, unemployment is 
also the main area of con- 
cern. Unemployment is the 
main problem in Helsinki. 
Finland as well, where it 
has hit 18 per cent. Youth 
unemployment and long- 
term unemployment are 
growing problems in Hel- 
sinki, which the city govern- 
ment fears will lead to “a 
permanent marginalisation 
of our young people." 

Central and Eastern 
Europe 

Unemployment is a ma- 
jor problem throughout this 


region, which is still in the 
midst of its historic transi- 
tion from state-controlled 
to market-oriented econo- 
mies. 

The mayor of the Slove- 
nian town of Manbor, after 
Saying that unemployment 
was nis major problem, in- 
cluded a joke in his reply to 
the survey to illustrate the 
point: 

“Two friends meet. The 
first says, I have a job. but I 
don't work!" The second 
says. I work all day, hut I 
don't have a job!"* 

in the Lithuanian town of 
Siauliai, 7,000 people are 
unemployed out of the 

18.000 people of working 
age. 

' In Kaunas, a city of 

420.000 in Lithuania, en- 
vironmental pollution is 
considered the most urgent 
problem, with unemploy- 
ment second. Kaunas, one 
of the largest industrial 
complexes in the Baltic 
states, is located at the con- 
fluence of the two biggest 
Lithuanian rivers, but the 
city still has no water treat- 
ment facilities and sends all 
of its polluted water into 
the Baltic Sea. 

In Prague, the capital of 
the Czech Republic, vio- 
lence and crime, along with 
air pollution, are the top 
problems. 

Africa 

Fred Yiga. mayor Kam- 
pala. the capital of Uganda, 
said that unemployment 
and air pollution were the 
city's two most severe prob- 
lems. Four other problems 
the mayor identified as se- 
vere were inadequate hous- 
ing, inadequate sewerage, 
poverty ana inadequate so- 
cial services. 

“Poverty and unemploy- 
ment, and poor or inadequ- 
ate health and education 
services, arc especially pre- 
valent among the city's dis- 
advantaged.” said the 
mayor of Kampala, a city of 
900.000. “Stimulating agri- 
culture and the informal 
sector" were cited as the 
means for changing that. 

In Dakar, Senegal, 
Mayor Mamndou Diop said 
that insufficient solid waste 
management was the city's 
most persistent problem. 

The mayor of the small 
city of Masvingo 152,000 
inhabitants) in Zimbabwe 
identified inadequate hous- 
ing, poverty and unemploy- 
ment and inadequate social 
services as his city's most 
pressing concerns. 

In Mauritius, the Black 
River District Council/ 
Bambous identified "pover- 
ty, alcohol abuse and lack 
of education os the three 
main ills affecting social and 
economic development” of 
the area's 46,000 residents. 

Rabat, lists as its second 
most severe problem one 
that would be seen in few. if 
any. U.S. cities — de- 
terioration of the old city. 

Assisting UNDP and 
Habitat officials in under- 
taking the survey and orga- 
nising the colloquium were 
the International Union of 
Local Authorities, the Un- 
ited Towns Organisation, 
the Summit of the World's 
Major Cities and Metro- 
polis. 

“The survey has shown 
us that the severe problems 
that hurt cities everywhere 
require concerted action, 
not only by mayors, hut by 
nations and international 
organisations like UNDP.” 
say’s UNDP administrator 
Mr. Speth. "This will enable us 
to help communities to help 
themselves.” 


An army in poor shape 


By Christian Bnrckhardi 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — The Moscow 
press has already dubbed it 
“the year of the great re- 
treat” 

Bqt 1994, when Russian 
troops leave Germany and 
the Baltics after half a cen- 
tury defending tee Soviet 
empire, is also tee year of 
tbe vanishing soldier. 

Id a malais e reaching to 
the core of Russia’s armed 
forces, key positions are left 
unfilled, recruits fail to turn 
up for duty and only a few 
thousand pilots are ready 
for action. 

Plans for an ar m y of 2-2 
million are unfulfilled- 

“The actual figure is 
much lower, I temk it is 
around 1.5 or 1-6 million,” 
said Vladimir Nikaronov. 
spokesman for the Russian 
armed forces, confirming 
estimates from Western 
military experts. 

The shrinking army 
the number of military men 
already matches targets 


outlined by President Boris 
Yeltsin for the end of 1995; 
— comes despite the with-. , 
drawal of some 600,000 soK 
diers from Eastern. Europe 
since tee iron curtain fell. 

The army newspaper 
Krasnaya Zvezda described 
the withdrawal as a huge 
achievement. “Military 
troop movements on this 
scale in times of peace are 
unprecedented," it said. 

The last Russian soldiers 
leave Germany on Wednes- 
day which is also date when 
the final units mas: be gone 
from the Baltic states of 
Latvia and Estonia. 

The Soviet Union 
annexed the two states in 
1940 and troops have been 
based there since. Russian 
soldiers left Lithuania, the 
third Baltic state, just over 
a year ago. 

“On August 31, Russia s 
half-century ‘occupation’ of 
Eastern Europe comes to 
an end," the popular Mos- 
kovsky Komsomolets news- 
paper said in a front-page 
article last week. 

“For the last time- the 


Russian soldier will march 
solemnly across his native 
parade ground somewhere 
in Germany, Estonia or 
Latvia, countries which 
have become home to them 
over the last 50 years.” 

The new Russian army is 
just over a tend the size of 
the Red Army of early 
Soviet days. The Soviet Un- 
ion had 4.25 million men 
under arms before it started 
cutting the army back in 
1988. 

Even in May 1992, the 
month the Russian army 
formally came into exist- 
ence, there were 2.8 million 
troops. 

Western military attaches 
said the new, leaner Rus- 
sian Briny faced many prob- 
lems, including corruption, 
poor discipline and draft- 
dodging. 

Many units were little 
more than “Potemkin divi- 
sions”. which appeared on 
paper but bad nothing to 
back them up. 

The Potemkin villages of 
imperial Russia were — at 
least as the tale is told . — 


built in tee 18th century to 
impress Catherine the 
Great on trips through tee 
country. In fact they were 
nothing but facades or emp- 
ty sheik 

‘'Russia is meeting its in- 
ternational promises on 
troop reduction, if only be- 
cause the army cannot get 
bold of enough men,” said 
one Western diplomat. 

The defence ministry 
admits that only 80 per cent 
of potential conscripts ever 
make it to the army’s re- 
cruiting stations and 30 per 
cent of them foil fitness 
tests. 

“Conscription is in a 
catastrophic state," Gener- 
al Staff Officer Anatoly 
Kvashnin told a recent par- 
liamentary bearing. 

The diplomat said a shor- 
tage of conscripts and regu- 
lar soldiers had resulted in 
huge gaps in Russia's milit- 
ary structure. 

“On paper the air force 
has 12,000 pilots, but less 
than 4,000 of them are real- 
ly ready for action," he 
said. 


By Andrew HOI 
Reuter 

DUBLIN — The Northern 
Ireland conflict is 
approaching a crossroads as 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) prepares to offer 
Britain something that 

18,000 troops, 25 years of 
guerrilla war and 3,000 lives 
have failed to win — a 
lasting ceasefire. 

The IRA, trying to capi- 
talise on what all concerned 
say is the best chance of 
peace for years, is expected 
to declare an open-ended 
truce some time next month 
in the hope of winning bet- 
ter terms from a peace 
proposal made by Britain 
and Ireland. 

Whether London or 
Dublin accept or reject the 
gesture, such a truce would 
launch one of the world’s 
most intractable conflicts 
into unkown territory and 
would give the formidable 
guerrilla group an unofficial 
seat at the negotiating 
table. 

Sources dose to the Irish 
Republican Army say a de- 
cision is imminent but the 
exact timing, is unclear. 

A ceasefire will put the 
onus on Britain to be more 


Northern Ireland 
conflict at 25-year 
crossroads 


flexible towards guerrillas 
whose sole reason for exist- 
ence is to attack British 
sovereignty over a province 
of around 1.5 million peo- 
ple living behind a 70-year- 
old enforced border. 

It will also raise the hack- 
les of a 60 per cent Protes- 
tant majority in Northern 
Ireland, whose contempt 
for the British government 
is matched only by the fer- 
vour of their allegiance to 
the United Kingdom and its 
monarchy. 

As entrenched in their 
Britishness as white South 
Africans were in their apar- 
their. Protestants already 
fear that an end to a war 
that meant they lived in a 
permanent state of siege 
could spell the end to 300- 
year ties with Britain. 

Their own military "pro- 


tectors,” shadowy gunmen 
who kill Catholics to terro- 
rise the community from 
which the IRA draws sup- 
port, say they will match 
the IRA ceasefire with one 
of their own but will never 
surrender their British sta- 
tus. 

Sources close to the so- 
called loyalist paramilitaries 
say that they would be loath 
to be cast as the aggressors 
if the IRA silenced its AK- 
47s, but that they could not 
stand idly by and watch 
their foes seize the political 
advantage. 

The IRA ceasefire will 
foil short of the complete 
halt to violence which the 
Loudon and Dublin govern- 
ments say is the only way 
the guerrillas will ever be 
Officially recognised as a 


legitimate political force. 

But it wilt throw down 
the gauntlet to tee British 
government and its Irish 
ally to push ahead with a 
peace blueprint, deadlock- 
ed for almost nine months, 
despite loud cries of “sell- 
out" by the province's en- 
trenched Protestant major- 
ity- . 

The IRA’s political 
mouthpiece, Sinn Fein, will 
be able to trumpet that it 
alone has brought an effec- 
tive peace and argue it docs 
not matter whether it is for 
good or not — it is real. 

After years in the politic- 
al shadows, Sinn Fein and 
its leader Gerey Adams will 
move firmly into the lime- 
light, playing the peace- 
maker role they have tried 
to carve for themselves over 
the past five years. 

It will. Republican 
sources say, embolden Mr. 
Adams to demand that Bri- 
tain make immediate con- 
cessions such as freeing 
some of the 400 prisoners 
currently being held for 
security offences in Britain 
and Nonhem Ireland. 

This will be a short-term 
demand to show hardline 
Republicans that the cease- 
fire is a worthwhile gamble. 
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Investment and management 
of human resources are of 
critical importance— UNCTAD 


GENEVA, Switzerland 

(AFP) — A World Invest- 
ment Report issued by UN- 
CTAD condodes that invest- 
ment and management of hn- 
man resources are of “critical 
nftpoibHKe" to governments 
and transnational corpora- 
tions (TNCs). 

The tepoit notes that “un- 
precedented” global com- 
petition has brought recon- 
sideration of sources of com- 
petitive advantages, and M on- 
doubtedfr, the quality of hu- 
man motirces is at the centre 
of most competitive advan- 
tages, as created assets... in- 
play a key role in 
! economic develop- 


But tile distinctive capabili- 
ties of TNCs derive to a great 
extent from their ability to 
recruit, train and motivate 
creative individuals. “Invest- 
ment in, and the effective use 
and management of, human 
resources are, therefore, of 
critical — perhaps of the 
most critical — importance 


for both governments and 
TNCs in today's world." 

This means that “upgrad- 
ing of human resources 
should occupy a central place 
in tire policies of govern- 
ments intent on promoting 
economic development/’ 
And any such policy will 
automatically, in prinriple, 
make a country more attrac- 
tive to foreign investors. 

The report also comments 
that “Perhaps die greatest 
potential for human resource 
development lies in closer 
cooperative relationships be- 
tween TNCs, trade unions 
and governments in the iden- 
tification of skill shortages, 
training priorities and 
appropriate policy initiar 
fives." 

The World Investment Re- 
port 1994 by the Division on 
Transnational Corporations 
and Investments of the Un- 
ited Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) notes that “to- 
day, the response to unem- 


ployment must take place 
against the background of a 
more integrated world eco- 
nomy, and one in which 
TOCs ( transnational corpora- 
tions) are, inevitably, among 
the more important vehicles 
through which any chosen 
agenda for economic stability 
and prosperity takes effect" 

Foreign investment is 
naturally among TNCS’ lead- 
ing activities, and foreign 
direct investment (FDI) flows 
began recovering in 1993, 
reaching $195 billion after a 
two-year decline from $232 
bfltion in 1990 to only $171 
trillion in 1992. 

“The decline of world FDI 
outflows during 1991 and 
1992 consisted primarily of 
reduced outflows from Japan 
and, to a lesser extent from 
some western European 
countries, mainly to the Un- 
ited States," the report says. 

FDI “outflows from Ger- 
many and Japan have not yet 
started to recover, but they 
stopped decreasing." 


Japan unemployment worsens 



TOKYO (R) — Japan's ua- 
rraent rate rase to its 
1 level in seven yens in 
: tint Ike labour 
t fa stfll haunted by the 
Wfc worst postwar reces- 
.■d un&kdy to recover 
in w near future. 

He government’s Man- 
and Coordination 
announced Tuesday 
number of jobless 
totalled 1.88 million 
Jf» up from 1.83 million 
hi June and 1.59 million a 
year ^career. 

Tfre seasonally adjusted 
jofaften rale in July stood at 
Am per cent, up from 2.9 
per cent in June and ZJ per 
cent a year before. The rate 
Was tint at three per cent in 
June, 1987, when the eco- 
nomy- was going through a 


slump caused by the strong 
yen. 

“It is certain that the eco- 
nomy is beading towards re- 
covery, but die unemploy- 
ment rate is a lagging indica- 
tor and moves behind the 
actual voaomy," chief 
cabinet secretary Kozo Igar- 
asfai told reporters soon after 
the release of the data. 

“Fbr the time being, severe 
conditions are expected to 
continue,” he 

SfaMfismg the labour mar- 
ket is a very important issue 
and the government will con- 
tinue to take steps to do so, 
Mr. Igarashi added. 

Analysts said it normally 
took six months to a year for 
the effects of economic im- 
provements to show up in the 
unemployment data and pre- 


dicted the jobless rate might 
soon surpass its record high 
of 3.1 per cent readied in 
May, 1987. 

Toshtiri Masai, a Tokai 
Bank economist, said the rate 
could climb as high as 3 J per 
cent, but added the tempo of 
tile increase shook! be mod- 
erate. 

“The underlying trend in 
the jobless data is moving 
expected to sideways or slightly higher." 
said. Mr. Masui said/ 

“It is uncertain whether 
the nation’s unemployment 
rate is moving upwards or 
coming to a turning point," a 
Management and Coordina- 
tion Agency official told a 
briefing. “What I can say 
now is that the jobless rate 
has been hovering at a high 
level since late last year." * 


Taskforce 
calls for 
Asia 

free-trade 

zone 


WASHINGTON (AFP)— A 
task force called Monday for 
es tablishing a free-trade roue 
joining the United States, 
Japan, China and other Paci- 
fic Rim countries by 2020. 

A group of business ex- 
perts and former government 
officials from 17 countries in 
the region issued the recom- 
mendation in their proposed 
agenda for the Nov. 15 Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion forum (APEC) in In- 
donesia. 

President Bill Clinton 
hosted last year's meriting in 
Seattle, Washington, and cal- 
led for a solution to the huge 
U.S. deficits with China and 
Japan. Washington has 
threatened to impose sanc- 
tions on the two countries 
unless trade barriers are 
dropped. 

The report by the blue- 
ribbon trek force. Eminen t 
Persons Group, called for 
leaders to “commit the re- 
gion to achieve free trade in 
all goods, services, capital 
and investment by the 2020 
with implementation to begin 
by 2000." 

The group recommended 
that rich nations in tbe region 
knock down all trade barriers 
by as early as 2000 but gave 
newly industrialised countries 
15 years and countries with 
per capita incomes below 
$1,000 — such as China and 
Indonesia — the full 20 years. 


Fred Bergsten, chairman 
of tbe group, is to present the 
findings in Jakarta Wednes- 
day to Indonesian President 
Snharto. Mr. Suharto is 
chairman of tins year’s APEC 
forum. 

“There are many hurdles 
and many challenges to over- 
come, but tiie payoff would 
be pretty far-reaching and 
that is what appeals to the 
leaders,” said Mr. Bergsten; 


Oil keeps Libya afloat despite 


sanctions 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Black 
gold has been the main eco- 
nomic force behind Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi 
helping him braid his25-year- 
oki regime and keeping his 
country afloat despite tough 
U.N. sanctions. 

As be celebrates Thursday 
the anni v ersar y of tbe 1969 
coop which brought him to 
power, he may well have 
occasion to be grateful for his 
ofl reserves. 

The ml boom in the 1970s 
just after he seized power 
provided the revenue to lay 
down Libya's c ur r e nt infra s- 
tructure - 

And although the sanctions 
imposed in April 1992 have 
created economic hardship, 
tiie blow has been tempered 
because ofl exports escaped 
the embargo. 

But technical problems re- 
sulting from the embargo 
have forced (town oil prodoo 
tion, experts say. Tripoli now 
produces less than 1.4 trillion 
barrels per day (b/d) com- 
pared with 1.7 b/d in 1992, 
according to the Middle East 

weekly 

Cyprus. 


The embargo was slapped 
on Tripoli after it refused to 
hand over suspects in tiie 
bombing of a Fan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie in Scotland in 
1988,. which killed 270 peo- 
ple, and the 1989 bombing of 
a French plane over Niger in 
winch 170 people died. . 

ijst December tiie United 
Nations also froze certain Li- 
byan assets abroad and im- 
posed an embargo on oil- 
related equipment. 

Diplomats in Tripoli say 
the West is unlikely to extend 
the emb ar go to oil exports 
because many European 
commies would be hit, in- 
cluding Italy, Switzerland, 
Spain and Germany. 
Officially Libya's 



or 
rate 

of $3.37 to the dinar, ofl 
revenues accounting for near- 
ly all of it. 

The state spends some $6 
bflfion on imports of essential 
goods, which are subsidised 
and sold at a quarter of their 
real value. 

Tripoli has substantially 
cm military expenditure since 
1990 and financial support for 


certain countries afid revolu- 
tionary movements since 
1992. 

There is also a black mar- 
ket where $1 fetches 2.7 di- 
nars and the “prices have 
been rising steadily for the 
past three years,” a Western 
diplomat raid here. 

Libyan assets abroad are 
estimated at $4 to $5 billion 
dollars, according to MEES- 

Before Col. Qadhafi SZ. 
came to power the popula- 
tion of about four million 
Libyans and more than one 
million foreigners mainly 
lived on animal husbandry 
and fanning. 

But be launched a prog- 
ramme to modernise the 
country, pumping about $13 

billion into communications 
and transport and building 
more than 100 hospitals em- 
ploying 7,000 doctors — 10 
rinw« more than in 1970. 

Libya now has 400 factor- 
ies, a fleet of 11 cargo vessels, 
11 ofl tankers and four pas- 
senger ferries, and 40 civilian 
planes compared with just 
two in 1969. 

According to official fi- 
gures, $15 bflfion have been 
invested in irrigation and 


agriculture, and a 

43)00 kilometres ^tong « 

built at a cost of $2$ 

Some 1.5 million children 
now go to school compared 

with 300,000. ■ 

But Libya’s planes renuun 
grounded because of the 
Imbargo and Libym ■ eg 
only leave Che countiy by 
road via Egypt or Tunisia, or 
by sea via Malta. 

Officials estimate the 
embargo has cost Libya ab- 
out $3 billion in lost revenue. 

And they blame it for the 
deaths of more than 1,600 
people in road accidents and 

of 350 babies and 150 
mothers, due *° a shortage °* 

medicines. 

Libya has also not paid off 
its military debts to Russia 
since Moscow stopped sup- 
porting Tripoli at tiie United 
Nations. 

But its foreign debt ‘can- 
not be enormous," according 
to one Western diplomat in 
Tripoli. ^ „ _ 

Meanwhile Col. Qadhafi 
continues to call for the 
embargo to be lifted, 
the support of some 
and African countries. 


U.S., China sign $5b of deals 


BEUING (AFP) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown ended official talks 
here Tuesday, hailing the 
success of Washington’s new 
policy of commercial engage- 
ment with China in securing 
nearly $5 billion worth of 
deals. 

Mr. Brown, who arrived 
Saturday at tiie head of a 
delegation of 24 U.S. corpo- 
rate leaders, also attributed 
China’s agreement Tuesday 
to resume a stalled bilateral 
human rights dialogue to tiie 
U.S. administration's 
“pragmatic, common sense 
policy” that has, since May, 
refocused relations on to 
trade. 

U.S. companies have 
signed deals worth “nearly $5 
billion’' during the trip, said 
Mr. Brown, the most senior 


U.S. official to visit here 
since President Bill Clinton’s 
May decision to delink Chi- 
na’s most favoured nation 
(MFN) trade status from hu- 
man rights. 

Embassy officials put the 
precise figure at $4.8 billion, 
of which some $2 bflfion had 
direct U.S. content, but gave 
no farther details. 

The deals assure “con- 
tinued economic growth and 
the creation of jobs in the 
United States and, just as 
important, ensure the con- 
tinued development that is 
taking place in China,” said 
Mr. Brown. 

More deals are expected to 
be signed during the delega- 
tion’s visits to the eastern 
metropolis and the southern 
city of Guangzhou. 

Mir. Brown said Tuesday’s 


OECD nudges Bundesbank; urges German fiscal reforms 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
prospects for long-term eco- 


hk growth and the surviv- 
al of its respected “social 
market" economic model are 
threatened by excessive costs 
and fagging innovation in in- 
dustry, the OECD has said. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) said it 
was optimistic for growth in 
Europe’s powerhouse eco- 
nomy and gave the govern- 
ment good marks on fiscal 
reforms. 

fat its annual report on 
Germany, the 25-nation 
think-tank said the Bundes- 
bank bad room to lower its 
fencing interest rales further 


and give a boost to domestic 
investment, which was stfll 
lagging behind export de- 
mand. 

“The German economy is 
expected to recover further,” 
Dieter Menke, the OECD 
representative hi Bonn, said 
in presenting the report at a 
news conference. 

“Industry is (ricking up, but 
the demand is coming from 
exports while domestic de- 
mand remains weak,” he 
pointed out. 

The Bundesbank is malting 
progress on inflation, 
although M3 money supply, 
its key indicator, is over- 
shooting its target range. But 
t aking these developments 
into consideration, “there 


may be some further scope 
for reductions to give support 
to recovery,” the OECD 
said. 

The OECD forecast Ger- 
man gross domestic product 
(GDP) to expand by 1.8 per 
cent this year and 2.6 per cent 
next year. This is less opti- 
mistic than the most recent 
government predictions, 
which see German GDP 
of up to 2.5 per cent 
year. 

Tbe report sees German 
unemployment at around 10 
per cent this year and' next 
year and pan-German infla- 
tion of 3.1 per cent in 1993 
and 1.9 per cent in 1995. 

The report reviews efforts 


Germany has taken to pull 
out of recession, takes a cri- 
tical look at monetary and 
fiscal policies and suggests 
action that could be taken to 
improve German industry’s 
competitiveness. 

“A clear and consistent 
strategy is needed for the 
second half of the decade in 
order to scale back the public 
sector and alleviate the fiscal 
burden,” the report said. 

The government should 
phase out the “solidarity tax" 
— a 7.5 per cent surcharge on 
income tax bills to be reintro- 
duced in January — and cot 
subsidies to industry, priva- 
tise more state holdings, and 
better target social welfare 


benefits, it said. 

It should improve the en- 
vironment for innovative 
activity, lower regulatory 
barriers on new activities and 
speed up plant approval proc- 
edures. 

It should cut subsidies to 
industry further and only 
grant tax credits if they are 
non-cfiscrimmatoiy, such as 
for research and develop- 
ment. 

“Implementation of re- 
forms along these lines would 
go a long way towards streng- 
thening tiie German ‘model’ 
of the social market eco- 
nomy,” the report said. 

Key sectors like machin- 
ery, chemicals and cars have 
bom falling behind in pity 


ductrvity and innovation. The 
decline is even more notic- 
able in high-tech sectors — 
office machines, computers, 
telecoms equipment, in- 
formation technology and 
aerospace. 

“In such area Germany has 
fallen behind not only the 
United States and Japan, but 
also such European countries 
as Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom and France," the 
OECD said. 

It also called for more com- 
petition in telecommunica- 
tions and an opening of ener- 
gy markets, where German 
prices are among the highest 
m the OECD, and extending 
opening hours in the retail 
sector. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 








“It’s a list of 100 things you can talk to 
me about besides your job!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
I qi»MU*Bfiri ArrioKTUit'* ■ 

UwaliniMB these four JUrnMei * J "' 

each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


mzm 

| 


in 

HK£E3i EiSHHti 

1 AFTEC 


■ili 

■■ 


CAMBLE 


j n 

um\ 

SHAUTI 


~i n- 




WHAT HE HAPTcJ 
PO WHEN HE 
SB6LBCTEP HIS < 
PIANO LESSON. 


0«wtot toy the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbtoK DOGMA YACHT COBALT HANSOM , 


agreement proved that “com- 
mercial engagement has had 
a greater effect than the 
threat of commercial disen- 
gagement.” 

Chinese President Jiang 
■Zemin, in a meeting the same 
day with Mr. Brown, praised 
Mr. Clinton’s “wise" decision 
over MFN, raying “there is 
no excuse fbr us to confront 
with each other, but we only 
have the responsibility to de- 
velop our cooperation,” 
Xinhua reported. 

In a speech to businessmen 
earlier Tuesday Mr. Brown 


indicated that 
ceres on the 
front was protectionism 
trade regin 


China's 


among con- 
commercial 
Ism in 

regime. 

“Protected industries will 
never lead the world," Mr. 
Brown said, pointing specifi- 
cally at Beijing’s reluctance 
to open up it service industry. 

He criticised China's intel- 
lectual property protection 
laws as inadequate and lack- 
ing enforcement, warning 
such a situation not only 
made the Chinese market un- 
artractive. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 31, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
We dose -out this month on a - 
Ugh planetary note with a trip- 
pie trine that energies all our 
activities and points ns in the 
right direction. Your different 
ideas could prove upsetting to 
others. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Being patient at your tasks 
brings fine results now. Use 
more care in handling routines. 
Show that yon have wisdom to 
handle any situation. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You may not get the financial 
results you want in the morning 
but later they materialise, so be 
calm and they will develop. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You arise Ceding frustrated, 
but by knowing, rue reason for 
this, you soon get back on the 
beam and accom pli sh much to 
your satisfaction. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 
to July 21) If yon try to relax 
you can soon relieve press ur e 
which seems intolerable. Avoid 
a troublemaker who is out for 
your bead. 

LEO*. (July 22 to August 21) 
Try to help others now who 
need assistance and later they 
lend you a helping hand. Avoid 
the temptation to spend too 
much money. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Know what is 
expected of you by higher-ups 


and gain their respect. Don’t 
take any risks when dealing 
with outsiders on an important 
assignment. 

LIBRA*. (September 23 to 
October 22) You have good 
ideas which should be carried 
through later in the day for best 
results. Make tins a worthwhile 
day to get many things done. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get an early 
start to handle important busi- 
ness matters so you can engage 
in social activities later in the 
day with dose friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Wait nntil 
the afternoon before dealing 
with a difficult associate for 
best results. Plan the fhtnre to 
get all your desires. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) This is a good 
day to take on difficult task 
which becomes easier fix- you 
now. Take treatments to im- 
prove you health and appear- 
ance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have a heavy 
work load, so get an early start 
and you can plow right through 
it easily. Relax at home tonight 
with your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Wishes of some 
family members may not meet 
with your approval, but come 
to a happy compromise. Be 
logical in your actions today. 


BirtfasUme of August: 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword b, CF . 


Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Provide food 
6 Use a VCR 
10 ToOttl 

14 Companion tor 
beyond 

15 Spew 

16 Hrfng pi«8 

17 Canters easty 

18 Motnt for a 
snob 9 

20 Watch ornament 

21 "Famky 

23 Having a lagged 
margin 

24 "Thera — " 

(ay's) 

28 Fettered 
38 Hermits 
30 Cowboy's (ob 
3t Decrease 
32 Honored. In a 

wejr 

37 Dtaritf Aruba 


39 Actress 
Charlotte 

40 &fl collector's 
targets 

43 Divert 

45 Resounded 

46 Jefferson was 
one 

47 Actress Holm of 
V«w 

50 Zenana 

51 Matte — dHch 
often 

52 Actress Qwr 

53 Cteen arorg. 

56 Causes 

disturbance 
S8 "Bun' 1 author 

61 Raleon d‘— 

62 Kitchen need 

63 Grownup 

64 Koppei and 
Damon 

65 ScartatTe home 
66Rtn out 

DOWN 

1 Doole 

2 Peek— 

3 Lead con*; 

4 Night before 

5 Make l** now 





GGIgglg 

7 Author Kmgsiey 

B Gourmand 

6 Ordinal number 

former 

10 Chaos' sate 

11 TV producer 
Speuina 

USES**"" 

ZlSZ'g*'" 

25 Han into 

26 Ewrt 

27 Harken io 

28 Heel In 

29 Theater award 

32 Put on 

33 Corrode 

34 Concocted 

35 lei up 

36 BamWs mom 
So posted 

41 domes 

42 Sew tooeety 

43 Advert 
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46 Way on 

47 insertion mart 

46 Make ecstatic 
49 Scottish squtre 
ii ir-n—j--. — S3 Hafr raise 
44 Fannie or Gtraite 52 How 


54 Chums 

55 Der — 

57 S3”“° 

5SAGanher 

WwrttarTaroei 


HP 
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French Franc 
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Lockheed, Martin Marietta 
to merge in new mega-deal 


New 

C£o*e 

■**29/1/94 
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1.5773 

1.5767 

1.3327 

1.3325 

5.3985 

5.4130" 

100.00 

99.72 

1.2090 

1.2065" 
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Currency 

UA Dollar 

Surfing Pound 
Deutsche Mark 


French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
European Currency Unit 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTH 

4.56 

4.75 

4.75 

5.25 

5.75 

6.S6 

4.68 

4.75 

4.81 

5.12 

3.93 

4.06 

4.25 

4.50 

5.25 

5.37 

5.62 

5.75 

2.12 

2. IZ 

2.25 

2.S0 

5.54 

5.72 

6.12 

6.54 
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CrrIibI Bank of Jordan Sadn n pi data SiJiih 


Currency 
US. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Denbcte Mark 


French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lcbanese Lira' 
Saudi Rjyal 
Kuwaiti Dioar 
Qatari Biyai 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
liAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma' 
Cypriot Pound 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — Air- 
craft manufacturer Lockheed 
and defence contractor Mar- 
tin Marietta are to merge in a 
$10 bilfion mega-deal, the 
companies announced early 
Tuesday. 

The new company will be 
called Lockheed Martin with 
annual sales of around $23 
billion and a payroll of 
170,000 employees. 

Lockheed and Martin 
Marietta said in their joint 
statement that the merger of 
their stocks would allow them 
to cut production costs white 
serving their government and 
civilian customers. 

The deal is the latest in a 
series of mergers over die last 
few months between giant 
U.S. companies from compu- 
ters to telecommunications to 
defence industries. 

The end of the cold war has 
been sorely felt in the U.S. 
defence industries with the 
government slashing its ex- 


penditure in a bid to reduce 
its huge budget deficit. 

“This merger is the next 
logical ste^) in the continued 
growth and prosperity of 
Lockheed and Martin 
Marietta and is consistent 
with our strong histories of 
delivering quahty products,” 
said Lockheed chairman and 
chief executive Daniel Tel- 
lep. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, Lockheed share- 
holders w01 get 1.63 shares of 
stock in the new company for 
each share they own. Share- 
holeers of Martin Marietta 
get one new share for each 
share they have. 

Mr. Tellep would be the 
chairman and drief executive 
of the new company, while 
Martin Marietta Chairman 
Norman Augustine would be 
president and would become 
chief executive when Mr. 
Tellep retires. 


AMMAN VXNANCXAX. MPkXUCB^F 


TBLEFB0H8: 660] 70 / 661170 
OBOAJHXES KMtET SSDUOC PR1CB LIB# FOR TCSEOAY 


muUD rasv. UMJ1IU 
mum croon* nucs 


110.416 164.760 164.250 184.000 
5,761 4.100 4.060 4.080 


The merger has been 
approved by the boards of 
the two companies. 

Merger talks were initiated 
about five months ago, a 
source dose to the nego- 
tiators said, with the two 
company boards meeting 
over the last few days to 
clinch the deal. 

The Bethesda, Maryland 
based Martin Marietta in 
April lost a bid to merge with 
the Grumman company when 
Northrop stepped in with a 
$2.17 billion offer which top- 
ped Marietta’s $1.93 billion 
bid. 

The Beathesda company 
had prcvrattsly consolidated 
its business m the rockets 
division by buying General 
Electric's aerospace business 
and General Dynamics space 
systems interests. 

Similarly, Lockheed, based 
in Calabasas, California, in 
1993 purchased General 
Dynamics F-16 fighter air- 
craft business. 

“Lockheed Martin will 
provide the opportunity to 
significantly reduce costs to 
the U.S. government and 
other customers, preserve 
critical elements of our na- 
tion’s defence industrial base 
and strengthen our abilities 
to serve customers on a glob- 
al baas,” Lockheed’s Tellep 
said. 


U.S. motor giant plans 
assembly plant in Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — U.S. 
motor giant General Motors 
(G.M.) is planning to build 
an assembly plant in Syria, 
the first of its kind in this 
socialist Arab state which has 
been starved of new cars for 
decades. 

Nicola Antakti, one of the 
investors in the project, said 
Monday tbe plant would cost 
3.93 billion Syrian pounds 
($141 million) and would 
make about 30,000 vehicles a 
year. 

industry Minister Ahmad 
Nezamuldin met representa- 
tives of the investors and 
G.M. Vice-President Wayne 
Brannon Monday and told 
them the project had been 
approve in principle. 

The plant, which will start 
production within 36 months 
of tbe project winning final 
approval, would create 5,000 
new jobs, Mr. Antakli said. 

A contract has been signed 
with G.M. to provide the 
plant with all its machinery 
and spare parts and to super- 
vise production and manag- 
ment. 

Mr. Antakli said detailed 
studies would be submitted to 
Syria's Supreme Investment 
Council, beaded by the prime 
minister, for final approval. 

There are several major 
U.S. companies working in 
the oil industry in Syria, 
which is a key player m the 


U.S.-brokered Middle East 
peace process and began to- 
move towards a free market 
economy about four years 
ago. 

Mr. Antakli said the share- 
holding company, the Syrian- 
American Industries Cor- 
poration, wonld build its 
plant in the northern city of 
Aleppo. 

The company would pro- 
duce 5,000 cars, 10,000 four- 
wheel drive vehicles and 
15,000 pick-up trucks a year 
and would have to provide SO 
per cent of its production 
materials locally within 10 
years. “We hope to read! this 
target within seven years in- 
stead of 10,” Mr. Antalld 
said. 

The project will be good 
news for Syrians who have 
been unable to buy new vehi- 
cles locally as free import of 
automobiles has been banned 
for over 30 years. 

During that period the gov- 
ernment alone had the right 
to import cars en masse and 
did so only twice. 

As a result, Syria is a haven 
for vintage and veteran cars 
which have been kept run- 


ning whereas in many other 
countries they would have 
been scrapped or left to rot. 

Recent economic laws and 
regulations allow some jmfi- ^ 
vjduals to import cars* but 'i 
import duty,-, sometimes ex- ? 
ceeding 400 per cent, makes 


currency. A Merceaesow 
model 1994 costs around 32 . • 
million Syrian pounds 
(5640,000 at the Made market - 
rate). 

It was not immediately; ' 
clear how much the Syrian- 
assembled vehicles would 
cost. 

But economic sources say 
the presence of U.5. com- 
panies in Syria shows that tbe 
investment climate is impvo- *' 
ving. 

Around $3 billion have *f 
been invested in projects in 
Syria since tbe issue of law 
number 10 m 1991 which - 
encouraged Syrian and fore- - 
ign investment. 

Incentives indude tax-free ■ 
import of production tools'- 
and exemption from income 
tax on projects for up to - 
seven years. ■■ 


ITT, Cablevision to buy 
garden for $1 billion cash 
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1.6550 

f ■ ojjv 

0.040450 

0.041675 

0.1856 

0. I #72 

2.31 00 

2.3450 

0.1910 

0.1935 

0.2000 

0.2150 

1.8000 

1.S200 

0.1890 

0.T9I9 

0.2 725 

0.3175 

1.3975 

1.4950 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are die buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against die 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 
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U.S. $1.00 costs 


161,066 16.660 
1,676 1.150 



One sterling 
One ounce of 


1.3660/70 

1.5813/23 

1.7750/60 

13360/70 

32.57/61 

5.4108/58 

1599.7/1.2 

99.91/01 

7.7527/27 

6.9350/00 

6.2590/40 

$13328/38 

$38635/386.75 




Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarics 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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new york (R) — rrr 

Corp and its partner, Cab- 
levision Systems have said 
they will buy the world- 
famous Madison Square Gar- 
den arena, die New York 
Kmcks basketball and New 
York Rangers hockey teams, 
for $1.075 mUon in cadi from 
Viacom. 

Madison Square Garden’s 
p roperties also include a re- 
gional cable television ser- 
vice. 

FIT, an hotel and financial 
services company, said at a 
news conference that initially 
it will control 85 per cent of 
die Garden venture, but 
within one year, Cablevision, 
a TV cable operat o r, will be 
an equal partner. 

The Rangers were Stanley 
Cup champions this past sea- 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your .colour fihn ait 
our shop and/ get: - 

• JUMBO photo 


Prom 4 aimrgo~ 
mt 20 x 30 cm 


A&eertb 

^ Cafe* 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuaeday dosed 
Monday: Drinks M MgWLong 


AWfenu of Deldous Snacks 
Tet 685211 Fax. 617779 
MMJe East Hotel - Shmelsanl 
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D’A NG ELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabsl Amman 

.Tel 638212 

Air-condiiioned Lounge 
and Ontii.de Terrece 
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HOME MAPE PASTA ^ 



SHME1SAN1 •TEL: 68212 2 


Shmhsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 ■ 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yatrnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Superrnarket 

’VBSSSff 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00 - 330 p.m. 
630 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall / 


La Vita Lounge 

12:00 pm - v - Late 


Tskt *mmy Is m wmB mbSm 

Shat AtArat) Street 
Um UftMl Commarckt CMSS 

T«L: 811174 
ImTutcd AhMgsuwed 



To Suit All 
Budgets 


The first 8 best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girts School 



DetaeVtoindAwteenf* 
In Amman. 

For further details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

[30 FAX 864231 
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Time Out Bar !.! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


S M A R T Z 

International Cuisine 

^Summer Garden 

« Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

Noon to Midnight 
Seven DRyg&Wtofc 


TELEPHONE : 815937 



SELECT HOTEL 




& Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


eGrEsCo BaR 


@ Good Thinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jahal A 1 Webdch/Tel. 637 101 1637 1 02 



Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 


son, beating the V an cdte fet ; 
Canucks in the National “ 
Hockey League’s chain- , 
piondnp. The Knicks knt.to . . 
tbe Houston Rockets in % ' 
National BasketbaD Assoda- ‘ ; 
tfon finals. . 

Viacom, which hat' 
accepted toe offer, put the 
New York arena, the spoils ' ; 
teams and die MSG televi- 
sion cable comp an y on tire 
auction Mock shortly after ' 
winning control earner this 
year of entertainment giant 
Paramount Gxnmunicatkms “ 
Inc. in a costly fight against - 
QVC Inc. 

In tiie process of buying 
ParanKnmt, Viacom had buitt . 
up a huge debt of $9.7 billkm. ; 

Viacom said that it wffl use 
proceeds from the transac- 
tion to repay debt. The deal . 
is expected to be co mplet ed ‘ 
in thc falL 

Tete^xnmnuifications Inc;, 
tfie natron’s largest cable TV 
operator,' also bid for the 
Viacom properties. 

Two analysts said the deal 
looked fike plus for Viacom,,. 
and a big question mark for . ' 
nr Corp. 

Sources said HT and Cab- . 
le vision said the companies 
will retain all of the Madison ; 
Square Garden properties 
ana they have no plans to sell 
a ny of them. 

ITT is already bunding a 
massive $750 unUioD hotel 
and casino in Las Vegas. It 
seized the landmark garden 
and the sports teams as prime * 
entertainment assets. 

Cablevision is the nation V ' 
fourth largest operator of ‘ 
cable television systems, with 
many of its customers in and.. 
arotmdNew YoikQty andin l 
tbe northeast United States. 


IMF to lend 
Senegal $192m 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
International Monetary Fund - 
(IMF) said Monday it 
approved $192 million in low- 
cost loans to help Senegal 
restore economic growth and 
reduce poverty after tbe de- 
valuation of the CFA franc 
earlier this year. 

The money, made avail- 
able under tbe IMF’s En- 
hanced Structural Adjust- 
ment Facility, will be doled 
.out over the next three years 
and will carry an interest 
charge of just Vi per cent. 

The IMF said the franc 
devaluation has opened tbe 
way for Senegal to improve 
its competitiveness, with ex- . 
ports and tourism already - 
showing signs of picking np. 

“The medium-term 
strategy for 1994-97 aims at 
achieving both sustainable 
economic growth and finan- 
cial viability, as well as re- 
turning to the pre- 
devaluation low inflation 
rate," the IMF said. 

The cornerstone of the 
programme will be tight con- 
trol of government finance 
and eventual elimination erf 
die budget deficit. That will 
help contain and reduce the 
inflationary f afloat from tiro 
devaluation. 

“The government’^ 
strategy b expected to incrase 
the standard of living of the - 
population and reduce pover- ; 
ty,” the IMF said. * 
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Jordan Soccer Federation’s first 
division championship starts today 


By Alan Bmuayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's 
top soccer teams will be back 
m action starting Wednesday 
when Ac first division soccer 
dwnptooship lacks off with 
12 teams taking pan. 

The prestigious division 
groups champions A Faisali, 
runners up A1 Wihdat, A1 
Hussein, A1 Oadissieh, A1 
AM, A1 Arabi, A1 Ramtha, 
A1 Jazirch and newcomers A1 
Kannai, Shabab A1 Hussein, 
A1 Jed and Knfrsoum. 

TStteholders, Al Faisali, 
will be aiming to win their 
26th tide since the competi- 
tion kicked off back in 1944 
with only four teams — Al 
Urdun, Al AM, Homentmen 
and AJ Faisali taking part 

The Kingdom's champions 
last year ended the season by 
adding quite a few records to 
Jordanian sports' archives. 

Al Faisali won the title 
with a remarkable 57 goals 
the previous re- 
cord of 47 by Al Ramtha in 
1981. 

They also maintained the 
most consistent form among 


the 12 teams winning 17 of 
their 22 matches drawing in 
two and losing only 1-0 to Al 
Hussein. 

During 1993, Al Faisali 
also won the Cup Winner’s 
Cop and the Jordan Cup 
leaving only the Federation 
Shield to Al Ramtha. 

The team's ace striker 
Jiryes Tadros also contri- 
buted with another record by 
winning the top scorer award 
with 19 goals. 

Runners up Al Wihdat had 
a difficult season with a 
mutiny of veteran players. 
Their younger lineup of play- 
ers nevertheless assured their 
dub of a top standing though 
finishing with a comparative- 
ly low 25-22 scoring record. 

Al Wihdat, who last won 
the first divirion in 1991, are 
expected to give it all they've 
got this season. Their last 
major title was the Cup Win- 
ner’s Cup in 1992. 

Al Hussein and Al Qaths- 
rieh were the third and fourth 
teams and had good results 
throughout most of the com- 
petition last year. 

Al Qadissteh's striker Mus- 
tafa Adam was second best 


scorer with 16 goals. The 
team also had the best record 
in the second leg of the com- 
petition. 

However, Al Hussein’s 
players enter the competition 
with high spirits after their 
2-1 win over Al Faisali last 
week when they won the first 
record in their dub's history 
— the 1994 Federation 
Shield. Al Faisali had earlier 
secured the season’s Cup 
Winner's Cop. 

Al Ahli, Al Jazirefa, Al 
Arabi and Al Ramtha will' be 
aiming to advance their 
standings this year, and not 
allow the newcomers to 
threaten them with relegation 
facing the last four teams. 

In other ongoing competi- 
tions organised by the Jordan 
Soccer Federation (JSF), six- 
teen teams are now compet- 
ing in the second division, 31 
teams in the third division, 
while the fourth division in- 
cludes the highest number of 
teams — 98 — which were 
divided into 25 groups. 

The JSF this year 
announced some amend- 
ments to prizes for winners in 
the four respective divisions. 


The first division champion 
will receive JD 5,000, and 
runner up JD 1,500. 

The Federation Shield and 
Jordan Cup champi 
ceive JD 2,000, while 
Winners 1 Cup champions get 
JD 1,500. 

The second division cham- 
pions receive JD 1,000 and 
the third fevision winner get 
JD 300. 

The prizes for age-group 
competitions have been lo- 
wered, while the top scorer 
award has been set at JD 250. 

In the first week of the 
competition, newcomers Sha- 
bab Al Hussein meet Al 
Jeel, Al Ramtha {day Al Ara- 
bi, Al Wihdat meet Al 
Jazireh, Knfrsoum take on Al 
Oadissieh, Al AM dash with 
Al Faisali, and second divi- 
sion champions Al Karmel 
face Al Hussein. 

AL FAISALTS 1ST DIVI- 
SION RECORD: 1944. 
1945, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 
1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1970, 
1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1976, 
1977, 1983. 1985, 1986, 1988, 
1989, 1990, 1992, 1993. 


Indurain calls for 
harmonising doping rules 


BORDEAUX (R) — Tour 
de France champion Miguel 
Indurain, victim of a doping 
rules muddle, has called for 
the bannomsation of regula- 
tions to combat the abuse of 
drugs in sport. 

Indurain Monday said re- 
ports that he had toted posi- 
tive for drags at a race in 
France in May had already 
damaged his unage and his 
Spanish Banesto team 
threatened legal action 
against anyone wbo had 
“mahciously” tarnished his 
reputation. 

. “Use damage is more or 
‘less done,” said Indurain 
shortly after arriving in Bor- 
deaux from Spain for Friday's 
attempt on the world one- 
how record. 

“A positive case is always a 
big story. What must be done 
now is to harmonise the 
rules. Let's accept this pro- 
duct or ban it.” 

Indurain said he openly 
used a ventolin inhaler, a 
regular asthma treatment, 
(taring the Tour de L’Oise in 
May and that banesto doctors 
bad given race organises 


documents to show it was 
being used for legitimate 
medical reasons. 

Both the International 
Olympic Committee (IPC) 
and the International Cycling 
Union (UCI) accept the use 
of ventolin inhalers for 
medical purposes, even 
though they contain the ban- 
ned drug Salbutamol. 

They have said be should 
not be sanctioned but the 
French sports ministry, in an 
attempt to take together ac- 
tion against dope in sport, 
has outlawed all use of Sabu- 
tamoi. 

The French Cycling Fed- 
eration is due to bold a disci- 
plinary bearing on Sept 6 to 
consider the case. 

“I have always tried to be 
honest and I will continue to 
respect the rules,” said the 
Spaniard, who won the Tour 
de L’Oise and who has 
finished victorious in each of 
the last four Tours de France. 

“I have used ventolin 
several times before and I 
have always declared it. I 
don’t know why the French 


federation is bringing tins up 
now. They must know. But I 
don’t think anyone has it in 
for me.” 

Some Spanish commenta- 
tors, citing the curious fact 
that the test result has been 
leaked almost four months 
after the event, have sug- 
gested a French plot against 
indurain prompted by 
jealousy. 

“In this case it's not just 
my image which is harmed 
but the image of all riders,” 
Indurain said. “This time it's 
my turn, that’s all. But there 
have been precedents.” 

In 1988, Indurain’s long- 
time teammate Pedro Delga- 
do was reported to have 
faded to dope test during the 
Tour de France, but the pro- 
duct he took was not on the 
UCTVbanned list at the time 
and he went onto win the 
tour. 

Indurain’s manager Francis 
Laffargue said be believed 
Banesto would take legal ac- 
tion when they found out 
who was responsible for leak- 
ing rumours of a positive test. 


Games 

officials 

tackle 

Taiwan 

dilemma 

PARIS (AFP) — Asian 
Games officials are busy put- 
ting together a face-saving 
compromise which will keep 
Taiwan President Lee Teng- 
Hui away from Hiroshima in 
October and avert a possible 
Chinese boycott. 

“We are unhappy at the 
way this has escalated but we 
are taking everyone’s point of 
view into account and we are 
optimistic of finding a solu- 
tion,’' Olympic Council of 
Asia director general Abdul 
Muttaleb Ahmad told AFP. 

The Chinese government 
had warned of a political 
storm if Lee was to visit 
Japan after being invited by 
OCA President Sheikn 
Ahmad Al Fahad of Kuwait 

The sheikh, yet to arrive in 
Paris, had refused to with- 
draw his invitation. 


IOC opens 1st congress in 13 years 


* 


PARIS (AP) — The Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) opened its first con- 
gress m 13 yean Monday 
with France’s Prime Minister 
giving the strongest sugges- 
tion so far that Paris will bid 
to host the 2004 summer 
games. 

“I would like to declare 
before you today a wish: That 
our country has the desire to 
welcome, at the beginning of 
the next century, the summer 
Olympic games,” Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur 
said in a speech opening the 
12th IOC Congress. 

While he did not specify a 
city or a year, it has been 
widely rumoured that Paris 
will bid for the 2004 games. 
Paris had been a candidate 
for the 1992 summer games, 
which were awarded to Bar- 
celona. Another French dty, 
Albertville, hosted the winter 
Olympics the same year. . 

Earlier, five parachutists 
fell from a near-cloudless 
sky, bringing with them the 
Olympic flame lit in Greece 
last week. They landed in 
front of the Eiffel Tower as a 
French climber rappelled 120 
metre (400 feet) down from 
fee second level of the tower, 
carrying an Olympic flag. 

A relay of 33 champion 
athletes, led by two-time 
Olympic champion hurdler 
Edwin Moses, took turns car- 
rying the torch through the 
streets of Paris, stopping 
briefly at the Sorbonne Uni- 
versity where Frenchman 
Baron Pierre de Coubertm 
founded the modem Olympic 
movement 100 years ago. 

“After a century, the flame 
is in some way returning to its 
starting point, from where it 
will set off again into another 
century,” IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
said at the Sorbonne. 

The flame was then taken 
to the Bcrcy indoor sports 
arena, where Olympic 400- 
metre hurdles champion 
Marie-Jose Perec lit a larger 
flame following a concert by 
Dee Dee Bridgewater and 
band leader Mkfad Ingrand. 

Balladur and other officials 
haded the Olympic move- 
ment, celebrating its centen- 
ary at this congress. 

“Already, the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee has 
proven its influence, said Bal- 
ladur, who was a last-minute 
stand-in for aQing President 
Francois Mitterrand. “It has 
contributed to righting 
against apartheid in South 
Africa. It supports national 
Olympic committees of coun- 
tries at war. Time and again. 



A parachutist lands at theEUfe Tomr during 
a ceremony marking the "f— of the XU 
Olympic Congress Monday. Some 2,008 sports 


leaden from 196 nations are taldng part in this 
week-long Congress (AFP photo) 


has had 

effects. 

The IOC’s 88 members are 
meeting all week with offi- 
cials of 37 international 
sports federations and 196 
national Olympic commit- 
tees, examining the Olympic 
movement under such 
themes as its contribution to 
society, the contemporary 
athlete, sports in its social 
context and sports and the 
mas s media. 

* .When the congress ends 
Friday, “I wish to speak to 
the world and show what 
we’ve done for solidarity and 
peace over a century,” IOC 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch said. “I want to 


tell the world that it was not 
only the centennial congress, 
but also die' congress of uni- 
ty.” 

The working sessions of 
the IOC Congress, the first 
since Baden-Baden, Ger- 
many, in 1981, are scheduled 
from Tuesday to Saturday. 
About 3,500 people are ex- 
pected to attend, wife nearly 
500 speeches to be delivered. 

Thet series -of Olympic 
meetmgs. which composes an 
IOC executive board session. 
IOC Congress and IOC 
general session, and which is 
not expected to arrive at ma- 
jor decisions, has been criti- 
cised by some for its $16 


milli on cost. 

Paris, which is footing a 
large portion of the bin, is 
seen as trying to put a good 
face forward for a bid for the 
2004 games, which will be 
awarded in 1997 in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. % 

Several other cities have 
expressed their interest in 
bidding for the 2004 games, 
including Cape Town, South 
.Africa; Istanbul, Turkey; 
Stockholm, Sweden; Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; and Rio de 
.* Janeiro, Brazil, China, which 
lost out to Sydney, Australia, 
in the vote for the 2000 
games, is considering making ^ 
another bid. 9 


Perkins and Popov top of the world 


ROME (R) — Kieren Per- 
kins and Alexander Popov, 
who have plucked most of 
swunnrin g’a big prizes, now 
pursue with supreme confi- 
dence their first world titles. 

Both won Olympic crowns 
in Barcelona two years ago 
and both have set stunning 
world records this summer, 
boding well for the work! 
championships which begin 
Thursday. 

Perkins defied bis coach's 
orders last week when be 
edipsed two world records m 
one rce at the Common- 
wealth Games in Victoria, 
Canada. 

Coach John Carew bad de- 
creed an 800-metres world 
mark would suffice but Per- 


kins felt good and smashed 
his 1,500 record too. 

The lithe Australian aims 
for more record-breaking in 
Rome’s Foro Itahco where he 
bids to repeat his Common- 
wealth Games golden treble 
in the 200, 400 and 1,500 
freestyle. 

Perkins missed gold by a 
fingertip in an epic 1.500 duel 
with Joerg Hoffman at fee 
last world championships in 
Perth, Australia, in January 
1991 but trounced the Ger- 
man and everyone else at the 
*1992 Olympics. 

Popov is similarly in a class 
of his own at the shorter 
freestyle distances and any- 
thing less fean a repeat of the 
50 and 100 golds he won at 


the Olympics would be a 
major surprise. 

The unhurried elegance of 
the rangy Russian's stroke 
belies its power and drive, 
and this year Popov has lo- 
wered the short course 100 
freestyle world mark four 
times in 11 weeks while 
eclipsing die 100 long-course 
mark of American Matt 
Biondi in June. 

He is now poised to figure 
high among a host of new 
world champions in Rome. 

There is room at the top 
because a dutch of Olympic 

S lid medallists, including 
ungarian individual medley 
star Tamas Darnyi and 
Americans Mike Barrow- 
man, Nelson DiebeJ and Pab- 


Body Reform 

NATURAL BEAUTY PRODUCTS 
Shmesani- Haya Commercial Center 
Behind Sultan Coffee Shop 





"PARTY TIME ONE DAY 
ONLY" 
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FREE GIFT WITH EVERY PURCHASE 

over 7 JD 

LOOK OUT FOR THE RABBIT WITH HIS BAG OF GOODIES!!! 
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lo Morales, have quit the 
sport. 

Americans Mel Stewart 
and Tom Jager, world cham- 
pions at 200 butterfly and 50 
freestyle respectively, are 
also absentees. 

Olympic champion Stewart 
picked up an infection at fee 
Goodwill Games in St. 
Petersburg in July and had to 
delay an operation on his 
tonsils. Jager, world cham- 
pion in 1986 and 1991, pulled 
out after U.S. team chief 
Dennis Pursley refused his 
request to travel to Rome 
later than the rest of fee 
squad. 

Two of the best men's 
races could come in fee 
breaststroke with world 
champion Norbext Rozsa and 
fellow Hungarian and Euro- 
pean champion Karoly Gut- 


tler against new Common- 
wealth Games gold medallists 
PM Rogers of Australia and 
Nick Gilhngham of Britain. 

China’s daunting array of 
world beaters threaten to 
dominate the women’s 
events, emulating the formid- 
able East German “wunder- 
maedchen” of yesteryear. 

The Chinese gathered their 
first four world titles in 1991 
and collected foor more at 
the 1992 Barcelona Olym- 
pics, but a new generation 
has emerged in the past year. 

None of the Barcelona 
champions will swim in 
Rome. Freestylers Yang 
Wenyi and Zhuang Young 
and butterflyer Qian Hong 
have gone while individual 
medley swimmer Lin Li has 
been chosen only for the 
forthcoming Asian Games. 
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The 

. British 
SS Council 


GCE EXAMINATIONS 

The British Council would like to announce 
that entries for January 1995 General 
Certificate of Education Examination and 
November 1994 IGSCE will be accepted 
from Saturday 3 September to Tuesday 6 
September 1994. 

Registration time: 09:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Candidates are required to bring with them 
an official identification and one photograph. 

We would like to encourage candidates to 
register during this period to avoid payment 
of the late entry fee. 

Please ask for Miss Diana Muasher 

Registered in EtigUnd as a charity No. 209131 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Canadian medallist fells test 

VICTORIA (AFP) — Canadian weigh tlifter 
Jim Dan Corbett was stripped of his three 
bronze medals at the Commonwealth Games 
here late Monday after testing positive for 
drugs. All three of his medals in fee 
83Mogrammes snatch, dean and jerk and 
total go to fellow Canadian Yvan Darsigny, 
who was originally fourth in all three categor- 
ies. The Commonwealth Games federation 
said it planned no further action against 
Corbett although the Internationa] Weightlift- 
ing Federation might act. The chugs used 
were the stimulants ephedrine and pseudo- 
ephedrine. 


who had also been contacted by Liverpool 
and Portugal's Benfica, apparently does not 
get on with PSV Eindhoven coach Aad de 
Mos. If the transfer goes through, Ingess 
hopes to play in Wednesday's game at Not- 
tingham Forest Sept. 10. 


British diver suspended 

ROME (AP) — The International Swimming 
[federation has suspended British diver Tony 
Ah for six months after he refused to take a 
random doping test, federation officials said 
Monday. Federation officials are in Rente this 
week as the capital prepares to host fee world 
championships Sept. 1-11. Suspension began 
as of Sunday, Aug. 28, said a statement from 
the federation, specifying that Ali feus 
wouldn’t be able to participate in the cham- 
pionship. The brief statement gave no details 
about the refusal, other than saying it took 
place outside competition. A spokesman for 
the federation in Rome, Paolo Padetti, said 
the test that Ali was supposed to take was a 
surprise. Britain’s swimming federation has 
been notified of suspension, fee federation 
said. 

Ingesson heads for Sheffield 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — English Pre- 
miership dub Sheffield Wednesday are about' 
to sign PSV Eindhoven's Swedish internation- 
al midfielder Klas Ingesson, it was reported 
here Monday. Ingesson, who helped Sweden 
to third place in the World Cop, has only a 
few details and a medical to sort out before 
signing, Sweden’s TT news agency said. The 
transfer fee was not known. The 26-year-old, 


Villa beat Coventry 1-0 

LONDON (R) — Dwigfat Yorke scored in 
only the third minute and that was all Aston 
Villa needed for a 1-0 victory over stra ggling 
Coventry in the English Premier League 
Monday. The triumph was Villa's fins after 
draws in their three previous matches and it 
boosted them into a duster of five dubs wife 
six points, though their goal diference leaves 
them in ninth place. Yorke headed home after 
just two minutes and 33 seconds following a 
bad blunder of a VflJa cross by the Coventry 
defence. “Obviously we needed it,” Villa 
manager Ron Atkinson said of the win. “I 
thought we defended magnificently,” be 
added. “Coventry worked very hard but I 
cannot recall any dear cut chances they bad. 
We didn’t allow them any opportunities.’’ 


'Schumacher rightly disqualified’ 


(AFP) — World champtonship 
leader Michael Scfai 


VIENNA . r 

ichael Schumacher was rightly dis- 
aftcT winning Sunday’s Belgian 
Prix, according to Austrian ex-driver 
Niki Lauda. Schumacher was disqualified 
nearly five hours after the race when a 
compulsory wooden block under his car was 
found to be a couple of mill ime t res too thin. 
The thinness could have raised cornering 
speeds. His Benetton-Ford team have 
appealed the decision, which handed victory 
to Britain’s Damon Hill in the WQtiams- 
Renault. Bat Lauda, a leading voice among 
grand prix drivers and consultants to Ferrari, 
said fee move was “absolutely fair,” although 
he blamed the team rather than fee driver. “If 
a car is built to the very limits of legality as 
Benetton has apparently, (tone all year it’s 
quite simply not right,” he said. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

A group of companies operating in western Amman wish to employ 
an executive secretary with the following qualifications: 

- University education or secretary institute. 

- Fluent in English and fully capable of using computers. 

(Knowledge in French is preferable) 

-Office work and English typing. 

- At least two to three years experience (as executive secretary) 

-Applications with a CV and photocopies of testimonials to be 
presented in person. 

Please call tel. 686931-67€i838 
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Mansell returns to Formula One 


LONDON (AP) — Former 
w orid champion Nigel Man- 
is to return to Formula 
One racing with the 

Williams- Renault team for 

the last three races of this 

season. 

Williams announced Tues- 
day that Mansell would re- 
join the team for the final 
three grands prix after his 
commitments with the 
Newman-Haas Indy-car team 
in the United States are com- 
plete. 

He will race the European 
Grand Prix at Jerez in Spain 
on Oct. 16, die Japanese at 
Suzuka on Nov. 6 and the 
Australian in Adelaide one 
week later. 

The Williams team said it 
would make no further com- 
ment on its driver line-up for 
1995. 

Mansell has four races -left 
in the Indy car season for the 
Newman-Haas team with 
whom he won the cham- 
pionship in his first season 
last year, and has said he is 
totally committed to those 
races before concentrating on 
Formula One. 

He hinted at a return to 
Formula One with a guest 
appearance for Williams at 
the French Grand Prix July 3, 
and although he did not finish 
the race, team Boss Frank 
Williams was impressed with 
his drive. 

“I think Nigel enjoyed his 
race in France and the fact he 
is prepared to come back for 
the final three seems to con- 
firm this,” Williams said. 

“Nigel never takes an easy 
option and coming to Formu- 
la One after two seasons in 
another series confirms this. 

“He did a very good job 
for us in France and I am sure 
he wifi do the same in Spain, 
Japan and Australia.” 

He will partner fellow Bri- 
ton Damon Hill as Williams’ 
number two driver, relegat- 
ing Scot David Coulthard to 
test driver. 

Mansell won 27 grands prix 



Ivanisevic out, then Becker too 

U.S. OPEN 


Nigel Mansell 

for the Williams team and 
won the 1992 World Cham- 
pionship, turning to the Indy- 
car circuit the following year. 

In all, Mansell has won 30 
grands prix, winning three 
with Ferrari in a two year 
stint with the Italian team in 
1989 and 1990. 

He started his career with 
Williams in 1985 and re- 
turned after hk session at 
Ferrari in 1991. 

Despite speculation he 
would drive the last three 
grands prix when be drove in 
France, Mansell insisted that 
drive was a “guest appear- 
ance.” 

“I must add caution to 
people getting excited. It's 
just one appearance and we’ll 
have to wait and see after 
that,” he said at the time. 

After the death of Ayrton 
Senna at the San Marino 
Grand Prix May 1, Williams 
had been talking to Mansell 
to try to entice him back on 
the team, despite the differ- 
ences of opinion which saw 
them split in 1992. 

Williams would not com- 
ment on how much money 


Nigeria plans to stem 
defection of athletes 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria plans 
to stem the tide of its athletes 
defecting when they travel 
abroad for competitions, a 
senior sports spokesman said 
Monday. 

Two Nigerians, badminton 
player Bisi Tiaraiyu and Au- 
gustine Idahosa, a gymnast, 
disappeared during the Com- 
monwealth Games in Canada 
at foe weekend, joining more 
than 50 others who have 
foiled to return home in the 
last three years. 

“This latest incident will 
make us quickly introduce 
stiffer measures against our 
players whenever they want 
to travel abroad,” said Niger- 
ia Football Association 


(NFA) spokesman Austin 
Mgbolu. 

These would include ensur- 
ing die team leader has for 
safe-keeping the travel docu- 
ments of all members and 
that they would swear on 
oath in law courts to return 
home. 

. “We hope, in addition to 
these measures, that the con- 
stant education of the 
athletes on the negative con- 
sequences of defection, will 
also help stem the tide,” 
Mgbolu said. 

So far only three defectors 
— members of Shooting Stars 
sports dub football side in 
1992 when five players 
vanished from Rome’s air- 
port — have returned home. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

I9U Toon imirt-, H 


EACH TRICK IN ITS TIME* 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 5 
~ 7 3 2 

K 4 

♦ Q 10864 3 

WEST EAST 

* 8 4 2 * 7 

7QJ954 10 8 6 

- 7 Q J 10 9 8 6 

# A K J 5 *972 

SOUTH . 

*KQJ 10 963 
AK 

• A 6 3 2 
* Void 

The bidding; 

Sooth West North East 

2 * Pass 3 ♦ Pass 

3 * Pass 4 + Pass 

5 Pass 6 Pass 

6 7 Pass 0 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lend: Queen of T 1 
There is j time for everything 
under the sun, including when vou 
win y crnr t ricks. South was in a bit of 
a hurry and paid a terrible price for 
that peccadillo. 

North had a difficult rebid jo 
make and raising with a doublet#!! 


ace was a practical solution. After a 
« cue-bidding sequence. North elected 
to sign off at sis spades because of 
the lack of a third trump. 

Afraid a club lead might give de- 
clarer a tempo in setting up dum- 
my's long suit. West started a heart. 
.Declarer won with the king and it 
seemed a grand slam might have 
been missed. Giving the hand little 
thought declarer set about ruffing 
diamond losers by leading a dia- 
mond to the king and returning the 
suit to the ace. Weal ruffed and 
shifted to a trump and in the full- 
ness or time declarer had to concede 
another diamond for down one. 

Had declarer concentrated on- 
making just 12 tricks all would hove 
been wdL After winning the king of 
diamonds at trick two. South simply 
should have conceded a diamond. 
The enemy would have been ren- 
dered helpless. 

Best return is a trump. Declarer 
wins in hnhd. ruffs a diamond with 
the ace of trumps and returns to 
hand with a dub niff to draw the 
remaining trumps. Now declarer 
can score the red-suit aces si leisure 
and collect )2 tricks. 


LUXURIOUS VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of a basement, including play room and 
services, a ground floor, including luxurious salons, 
office room, kitchen and living room, three bed- 
rooms, swimming pool and a large garden. 
Location: Sweifiyeh, Behind the Orthodox Church, 
Samer Rummaneh Street, No. 14. . 

Tel. 812642. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Dou- 
bles specialist Richey Re- 
neberg played the singles 
match of his life Monday 
night and ousted seventh- 
seeded Boris Becker from the 
U.S. Open in a five-set first’ 
round victory. 

Reneberg, a member of 
the U.S. Davis Cop team, 
beat the former U.S. Open 
champion from Germany, 6- 
1, 6-4, 4-6, 1-6, 7-6 (7-5) in a 
match that lasted more than 
three hours and ended well 
past midnight. 

“It was the best set of 
tennis I ever played in my life 
in the fifth set,” Reneberg 
said after his first victory over 
Becker. “No way I can play 
any better than that. I never 
haw and probably never wfll 
again.” 

Day 1 of the open lasted 
more than 13 boors, from 
morning rain to midday heat 
to night chill, from an upset 
of No. 2 Goran Ivanisevic to 
the upset of Becker. 

. Long after Ivanisevic fell in 
four sets to Markus Zoecke, 
Reneberg dosed the show 
with an overhead into an 
open coun that Becker 
couldn't reach. 

Reneberg, 28, covered so 
much of file court that it 
seemed at times as if he had 
an invisible doubles partner 
on his side. Becker tried to 
beat him from the baseline, 
then from the net, but 
couldn’t overcome a sluggish 
start. 

Becker occasionally was 
brilliant: He served 10 of his 
20 aces in the fifth set. But 
there were other times when 
he seemed destined to lose: 
He hit 29 of his 59 unforced 
errors in the first two sets. 

He was coming off tour 
victories in Los Angeles and 
New Haven, Conn., and was 
: deemed a potent contender 
at the open. 

# But Reneberg was nearly 

T | IhT-T A rri\ 7 *»C flawless with only 28 un- 

Ui -il -Tl. glVCJD forced errors in the whole 

1 • ■■ . . match. He hit lunging win- 

2TCCI1 ll ffh t to nets off the frame of his 

- __ . racket, passing shots that left 

A Urania Becker stunned, ground- 

xVlUaUIa, strokes that nicked the cor- 

Georgia j Even when Becker evened 

die match in' sets 5 and "4, 


kU 


was involved in Mansell's re- 
turn, although it was re- 
ported his comeback in 
France was worth 51 million. 

Carl Haas, co-owner of the 
Indy-car team with actor Paul 
Newman, had already said 
Tuesday Mansell would leave 
the team after the final race 
on the Indy-car circuit Oct. 9 
at Monterey, Calif. 

“Paul Newman and 1 have 
enjoyed our success with Nig- 
gel,” Haas said in a state- 
ment. 

“We became friends and 
we made history together... 
We thank Nigel for his con- 
tributions... and the worl- 
dwide attention he brought to 
the PPG Indy car world 
series. We all wish him the 
best of luck and success in the 
future, and I know our 
friendship will continue.” 

Newman-Haas, which also 
will lose second driver Mario 
Andretti, who is retiring at 
the end of this season, is 
expected to fill their driver 
seats with Michael Andretti, 
Mario's 31 -year-old son, and 
25-year-old Canadian Paul 
Tracy. 


BERNE (R) — The Euro- 
pean Football Union 
(UEFA) Monday gave the 
green light to Albania and 
Georgia to play theiT opening 
matches next week in the 
qualifying competition for 
the 1996 European cham- 


UEFA had earlier ex- 
tended a deadline to the two 
countries to give guarantees 
on player defections and 
security before allowing them 
to play their games in group 
seven. 

Albania’s away match in 
Wales and Georgia's home 
game with Moldove next 
Wednesday may now both go 
ahead, UEFA said. 

UEFA had told Albania 
Thursday that it would be 
thrown out of the tournament 
■ if it did not provide guaran- 
tees that players would not 
defect. 

Defections have long been 
a problem for travelling 
Albanian teams and some 
400 of the nation’s players 
have moved abroad since the 
fall of communism. 


Reneberg played far above 
bis usual standard. 

“He slowed down in the 
fourth set and saved his ener- 
gy for the fifth,” Becker said. 
“The balls here are heavier 
and softer. That suits bis 
game very much. He’s a 
counter-puncher.” 

Becker said organisers bad 
tried to slow down the bard- 
courts this year and “every- 
body knows I am not the best 
on a slow surface.” 

“I played one of the best 
summers of my life,” he said. 
"I felt good. I was winning a 
tournament without losing a 
set.” 

Ivanisevic, bothered by a 
sore hip one week, a sprained 
brain the next, was gone from 
the open a few hours after the 
first rain, muttering some- 
thing about trying his luck on 
the women’s tour. 

He stood meekly behind 
the baseline during most of 
his 6-2, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5 loss to 
Zoecke, a 1.96-metre (6-foot- 
5) player distinguished only 
by his hard service. 
Ivanisevic could have 


Furnished And Unfurnished Flat 

High standard furnished flat and an unfurnished one 
for rent. Three bedrooms. Location: In front of 
Safeway Stores, behind Union School Building No. 
(35). 

Please call tel: 09/989375 Zarqa or [690464] 
Amman. In the coming four days only 
[IBRAHIM] 


TO LET 

Independent ground floor house, semi-fumished (or 
unfurnished) 3 bedrooms with wardrobes, living 
room, dining room, Kitchen with cupboards, two 
bathrooms, central heating, telephone and garden. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

Please call 676911 


TO LET 

Fully furnished apartment, completely independent 
Consists of 3 spacious bedrooms, dining room, 
sitting room, and living room. Separate central 
heating and telephone. 

Located in A1 Rabia, overlooking the Gardens Area. 

For further information tel. 679121 


taken advantage of Zoecke’s 
slowness, his erratic ground- 
strokes, his weak second, 
serve. Instead, be displayed a 
mixture of indifference and 
confusion. He strolled away 
from one of Zoecke’s 16 aces 
before the ball even crossed 
the net. He stared plaintively 
in the last game when one 
forehand by Zoecke clipped 
the net cord and skipped into 
the comer for a winner, and 
when one of his own sat up 
for Zoecke to put away on 
match point. 

There was only one short 
span during the fourth set 
when Ivanisevic played any- 
where dose to his potential. 
He dealt out 11 of nU 21 aces, 
in that set- He had none in 
the first set. 

“I don’t know,” Ivanisevic 
said a dozen times afterward, 
shaking his head as be sought 
to explain what happened. “I 
mean, I didn't play tennis 
today. I don’t know what I do 
.there. Not only today. Every 
year when I come (to the) 
U.S. Open. I don’t know' 
what I am doing here. Some- 
times I ask myself why I am 
coming here because... I 
don’t know ” 

No one can figure out why 
he plays so badly at the open. 
He lost in die second round 
here last year and in 1989, in 
the third round in 1990 and 
1992, and got as for as the 
fourth round only in 1991. He 
plays well on grass and on 
day, and his game seems 
perfectly stated for the open’s 
hard courts. Yet, he hates 
this surface and seems unable 
to master it. 

Asked if his hip injury 
affected him, Ivanisevic re- 
plied dryly: 

“Maybe brain injury.” 

He didn’t make excuses. It 
wasn't New York or the fans 
or the jets buzzing overhead. 

“It is a problem with me,” 
he said. “I am putting too 
much pressure on myself that 
I cannot day, that I am too 
scared or I stay back, I never 
come in. That is what hap- 
pened today.... 

“Maybe I should try to 
play some women's tourna- 
ments next year. Maybe I win 
a couple of rounds, but some- 
thing will happen’.” 

Ivanisevic’s loss created 
even more uncertainty in the 
men’s draw. No. 1 Pete Sam- 
pras is questionable to repeat 
as champion after being side- 
lined for more than a month. 

No. 3 Sergi Braguera, two- 
time French Open champion, 
appeared almost as comfort- 
able on the hard courts as he 
d id on day, beating Bryan 
Shelton 60, 6-2, 7-5. 






Spain’s Arantxa Sa nrlwat Vkario hits a back- during their first round match at the U-S. 
baud a gainst Italy’s Lind* Ferraado Monday Open (AFP photo) 

What’s good for others I flay 
not be good for U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — What’s always been 
good for the Australian Open, French Open 
and Wimbledon continues not to be good for 
the U.S. Open. 

At least that’s the belief of J. Howard 
“Bumpy” Frazer, president of the United 
States Tennis Association, concerning the 
best scheduling for the men’s and women’s 
singles semifinals and finals. 

At the three other Grand Slams, the 
women’s semifinals are Thursday with their 
final Saturday and the men’s semifinals are 
Friday with their final Sunday. 

Despite the continued protests of die play- 
ers, who desire a day’s rest between the 
semifinals and final the USTA persists on 
doing it their way. 

The USTA way, with a major television, 
contract as incentive, is to feature what they 
call “Super Saturday." 

At the U.S. Open, the women play their 
semis Friday and then their final sandwiched 
between the two men’s semifinals Saturday. 
Then it’s the men’s final late Sunday after- 
noon to cap off the two-week tournament 
■ According to Frazer, it’s the other Grand 
Slams who have it wrong. 

“This is a case where they are all out of step 
except us,” Frazer said Monday. “We are well 
aware that there is certainly comments around 
'Super Saturday’. We believe that ’Super 
Saturday* is the greatest single day in Amer- 
ican tennis. 

“It gets a tremendous television audience 
that we couldn’t possible get, truthfully, if we 
played the men’s singles Friday. And the 
obvious reason is. that many more people 
work on Friday than work on Saturday.” 

Frazer isn't convinced that a day’s rest in 
between the semis and finals might produce 
better quality matches although the players 
have been saying that for years. 

“I can’t say it is not best for the players,” 
Frazier said. “I am not accepting it.'' ' 
Retain To Power Martina Navratilova is 
heading toward retirement at the end of 1994, 
but she’s also returning to her former position 
as president of the WTA Tour. 

“Our No. 1 priority is to find a sponsor and 
we will be working on marketing ideas which 


will go beyond playing music on chan geo v- 
ers,” Navratilova said, in reference to the 
men’s ATP Tour's recent experiment with 
rock music during a tournament in . New 
Haven, Conn. 

The WTA tour has been functioning this 
entire year without a sponsor after Kraft 
pulled out at the end of 1993. 

Navratilova, who will conclude her singles 
career following the Virginia Slims cham- 
pionships in November, was elected president 
of the WTA Tour Players Association of 
board directors at their annual U.S. Open 
meeting Sunday. 

The holder of 18 Grand Slam singles titles!, 
Navratilova served as president of the assoda.- ‘ 
tion in 1979-80 and 1983. Navratilova takes' 
over from outgoing , president Pam Shrive r, . 
who held the post for three terms and will, 
remain on the board of directors. 

More than day: He won the French Open in. 
1989, and for some people Michael Chang was. 
forever stamped a clay-court player- That, 
however, is hardly the case. 

“I don’t think I have to fight that image 
anymore,” Chang said Monday after his 6-4. 
6-2, 6-2 victory over Andrei Cherkasov. “I 
think for two years after the French Open in ' 
’89, 1 was pretty much geared as a day-court 
player. . 

... Nowadays I don’t think people see me 
as a day-court player, or any particular 
surface player, the reason being is that my 
results nave come on a wide variety of 
surfaces and I think a majority^f them areyjn 
hard court.” . . . ... ■ ; 

Chang says that because temys has 
a power game he has had to work on his serve.' 
And he likes what he sees. 

“A few years back I had to work on my, 
serve, and I think it is now becoming easier to. 
hold serve,” he said. “So I think that has 
helped me out quite a bit. But everything else 
needs to work as well. Everybody knows that 
if you serve big, you still have to play.” 
Korda gone: Petr Korda of the Czech Repub- 
lic became the second seeded man to leave foe 
U.S. Open when he withdrew Monday be- 
cause of a pulled groin muscle. 


FOR RENT 


SUPER . FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
330 M 2 FLAT OVERLOOKING AMMAN . 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
TEL : 829882 -3 


AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

2- bed room furnished apartment. 

Telephone, heating and excellent furniture. 
In Um Othynah. 

Contact tel. 696734 


WANTED 

Young, energetic accountant. No prior experience 
required, but must be hard working arid ambitious. 
Qualifications: Accounting graduate. 

Proficient in English & Arabic. 

Computer Literate. 

Call, Marwan — Tel: 672013 
Or Fax resume to: 676864 


Luxurious Apartment 
For Sale 

in A1 Hamraa AI Shamasani Housing 

Apartment area is 285 square metres, consisting of 
four bedrooms, one of them master, bathrooms, 
three verandas, spacious lounge (86 . square 
metres), large kitchen, maid room. 

Pis. call Engineer Marwan A! Ma’rouf, 
tel. 843284 


FOB RENTj4^ 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one: bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B.- 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual* .Rent - Owner Tel.: 667862/842351 


FURNISHED APT. FOR RENT 
IN TELA AL ALfl 

First floor of a villa with two bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, kitchen, living room and front garden with a . 
separate entrance. 

Call: 720097 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Furnished apartments, opposite Ramada Hotel- 
Seventh Circle — Jabal Amman. 

Three bedrooms, dining room, living room and “ 
sitting room, kitchen and two bathrooms. 

1 — First floor — will be available 1st of Sept. 

2— Second floor — will be available 21st of Sept. - 

Please contact Tel: 827683 


If only you previously did 
WORK FOR 

Radio /back 

Mali as soon as you can your short C.V. 
to P.O.Box [921699] to be recieved by us 
before [11.9.1994] 

ACt TODAY 


Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Kathleen Tomer. Dennis Quaid — In 

UNDERCOVER BLUES 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0, 6:15, 8:30, 10J0 

Nadia AI Jundi in 

SPY HIKMAT 
FAHMI 

Shows: 10:30. 8:30. 6:30, 3:30. 12:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCOR D *V 
MRS. DOUBTFHKE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10-.30 

CONCORD THEATRE <Z’ 

Soon...Rabi' Shehab In the com- 
edy: 

“What’s Right, Elewa?” 

Starting of Sep. 7th, 1994 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

Cinema and Theatre " 

Presents the political comedy: 


Td.: 675571 


Starring: Abeer lssa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call tel; 618274-618275 


Today & Everyday ' 
Abu < Awwad In social comedy 

"rtmcniffiD bas” 


Nabfi & Hisham’s Tel: 6251# 

AH LAN THEATRE 

' The play — 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT ! 

• With Amal Dabbas ’ ; 

Every Saturday, Sunday ..and Mon- * 
day. ; : 

• £ The play .; 

Salam Ya Salam 

• With Nad era Omran 
Every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday ' - • 
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CiSfi3s* cancels Crsp to Cairo conference 

ANKARA { AFP) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
has cancelled a planned visit to the U.N. World Population 
Conference because of a tight schedule, the foreign 
ministry announced Tuesday. The announcement was 
made after a Cairo court Tuesday rejected an attempt by 
Muslim fundamentalists to have the U.N, World Popula- 
tion Conference cancelled, as Sudan joined Saudia Arabia 
in boycotting the controversial gathering. Turkey will now 
be represented by state minister Onay Alpago. ‘Turkey, 
which attributes particular importance to development 
issues, supports efforts aimed at improving the standard of 
living of children and mothers, their education and their i 
access to medical services.” a statement issued by the 
ministry said, turkey will back' any “development that 
respects the environment, and favours measures enhancing ! 
sexual equality, the development of family planning and j 
health as well as the improvement of the situation of j 
immigrants.” 

Japan welcomes Israeli-PLO pact 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan on Tuesday said it welcomed an 
accord signed by Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) granting Palestinians the right to 
administer basic services on the West Bank, the foreign 
ministry said. The ministry said in a statement that Japan 
expected the agreement covering education, health, wel- 
fare, tourism and taxation to be implemented as soon as 
possible. It said Tokyo hoped negotiations on an interim 
self-government will make further progress and that an 
election for the Palestinian Council would soon take place. 
“Japan intends to continue its assistance to the peace 
process by urging the parties concerned to move the peace 
negotiations forward, participating in the multilateral talks, 
ana extending assistance to the Palestinians.” it added. 
Japan has pledged to provide $25.75 million to help finance 
Palestine’s administrative expenses. 

Israel frees Jewish extremist 

"EL AVIV (AFP) — Israel set free Tuesday the spokes- 
man for the anti-Arab Kach movement who was arrested in \ 
:e aftermath of the Hebron mosque massacre, the j 
u than ties announced. Noam Federman served six months j 
.□ administrative detention as the Israeli government I 
tracked down on extreme right wingers who praised the i 
r.urder of 29 Palestinians by a Jewish settler in tire West j 
lank town on February 25. Mr. Federman told state radio 
.fter his release that he would resume the fight “against the 
gang which is running the Israeli government." The 
government outlawed Kach on March 13 and declared it a 
“terrorist" movement. Mosque killer Baruch Goldstein 
had spent years as a Kach militant. Three other Jewish 
j extremists remain in administrative detention, a renewable 
j emergency measure which had been applied only to 
Palestinians until the mosque slaughter. 

1 Iran cracks counterfeiting ring, arrests 18 

J TEHRAN (AFP ) — Security forces have smashed a ring of 
j Counterfeiters in western Iran, arresting 18 people indud- 
j ing a Turkish national, a newspaper reported Tuesday. 

Hamshahri, quoting -an intelligence official in Hamedan 
! province, said the suspects forged and distributed fake 
) money .in several provinces. One of those arrested was a 
Turkish citizen who smuggled fake money into the country, 

:t said without ; -edifying the foreign suspect. Several 
members o: had Jinks to the main armed 

•opposition r. li:e Iraq-based People’s Mujahetieen; 

’ uie paper adiierf. 

f SuaanssQ minsis: t2"» io Zimbabwe over rebels \ 

j HARARE {To — Zimbabwe and Sudan, at odds over 
alleged support by Harr. re for anti-Khartoum rebels, held j 
j talks on Tue.«da> .n srnootn relations, Zimbabwean official 
j sources said. “Zia'.Lvbv s wants to set the record straight 
that it is not supporting militarily the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (S?LA) as alleged recently,” one source 
told Reuters. The tu!!;s between Sudan’s Foreign Minister 
Hussein Suleiman Abu Saieh and his Zimbabwean counter- 
part Nathan Shr crira tock place after foreign press 
reports said Hora-l* was firming the SPLA, fighting 
Khartoum's wias-ur.-Ied government since 1983. The 
SPLA, drawn from tr.s largely Christian and animist south, 

; has diplomatic representation in Zimbabwe, which is 
generally though; to b; sympathetic to the rebels' cause. 

Iraq blames U.S. for Cuban refugee crisis 

NICOSIA (AFP) — 'J.S. expansionism is to blame for the 
j wave of Cubans braving the Florida Straits on makeshift 
rafts to head for the United States, Iraq said Tuesday. The 
Iraqi government newspaper A! Jumhuriya charged that 
the United States had “incited the Cubans to flee (..) 
without being capable of giving them refuge. The United 
States has stepped up its plots against Cuba” because j 
the island “won’t ivw to its colonialist and expansionist 
j policy.” the paper said according to the official Iraqi 
j agency INA, monitored in Cyprus. More than 17.000 
; Cubans have been picked up ar sea this month, the biggest 

■ wave since the 1950 Marie: boat lift in which more than 
125.000 Cubans arrived in the United States over five j 
months. Iraq has been under a U.N. oil and trade embargo ; 
since it invaded Kuwait ;r. August 1990. The United States j 
has strongly opposed lifting the sanctions in a bid to force 
Baghdad to comply with U.N. resolutions on dismantling 
its weapons of muss destruction and to recognising 
Kuwait's borders and sovereignty. 

‘ Israeli residents pretest collaborators moving in 

| TEL AVTV (AFP) — Dozens of residents from Jaffa j 
j demonstrated Monday against the resettlement of hun- j 
dreds of Palestinian collaborators in the town by Israeli I 
authorities. Residents said the defence ministry had autho- j 
[ rised 500 Palestinians from the West Bank and the Gaza J 
\ Strip to seek refuge in the town south of Tel Aviv, after ; 

'■ they were threatened for collaborating with Israeli author- > 

! tries. Demonstrators, who .included Israeli Arabs, carried ! 

• banners which read: “We are not a rubbish dump.” Ronnie r 
\ Millo, mayor of Tel Aviv, told Israeli radio that the j 
j presence of too many collaborators in Jaffa could “disturb 
j the residents' peace.” Mr. Millo recalled that a Palestinian 
) had killed one of his Israeli neighbours there in June, 
i allegedly to win back approval of friends and family, j 
; Around 1,000 Palestinians suspected of collaborating with 
\ Israeli authorities have been trilled since the outbreak of I 

■ the intifada in the occupied territories in December 1987, j 

i according to an army toll. I 

i 

Former Aristide allies detained in Haiti 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) — Three people including two 
former members of the security contingent of exiled 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide were detained in the 
Haitian capital, informed sources said Tuesday. The 
sources said those detained Monday included Philippe 
Michel and Jean-Marie Thomas, who helped coordinate 
security for Mr. Aristide during his 1990 election campaign 
and after he took office in February 1991 until the- 
September 1991 -:oun. Also detained was Thomas' wife, 
•,v!io Th . r ?a*ons for the arrest* were j 

j p,’., ' M:i r . ahoritres are allowed to ! 

eiAvi.ri ».is eviore deciding whether to \ 

charge or release them. The detentions came a day after 
Father Jean-Marie Vincent, a priest and close adviser of 
Aristide, wys sunned down as he returned home. 



German President Roman Herzog and his wife Christane welcome Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor to VBIa 
Hammerschmidt Monday (AFP photo) 


Syria criticises early empowerment pact 


DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 
Syria criticised Tuesday a 
new accord that gave Palesti- 
nians some autonomous pow- 
ers in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. 

The government newspap- 
er Ttshrin said in an editorial 
that Monday's accord, which 
gave the Palestinians control 
over education, health, wel- 
fare. tourism and taxation, 
legitimised Israel's occupa- 
tion. 

It said Yasser Arafat, head 
of the Palestine National Au- 
thority that is running auton- 
omous zones in the Gaza 


Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho, was in a 
“real predicament.” 

To help him out, Israel 
gave him “early authorities" 
to run much of the Palesti- 
nians' daily affairs in the rest 
of the West Bank. Monday's 
agreement was “an attempt 
to alleviate the popular 
Palestinian pressure on him.” 

Tishrin said the new agree- 
ment unveiled the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
“deteriorating state and its 
full subjugation to the Israeli 
will. 

“Arafat's approval of this 


agreement means that the 
PLO has adopted the Israeli 
stand, which stipulates that 
the land belongs to Israel and 
the PLO runs the affairs of 
some Palestinian inhabitants 
in the light of continuing 
Israeli occupation.” 

On the other hand, a radic- 
al Palestinian group opposed 
to the PLO-Israeli deal on 
Tuesday condemned Mr. 
Arafat's plans to change the 
Palestinian charter. 

The Fateh Uprising, led by 
Colonel Aba Musa who re- 
belled against Mr. Arafat in 
1983, said the PLO chief was 


no longer representing 
Palestinians and that his deci- 
sions were not binding. 

“Arafat's establishments 
lost their legitimacy when be 
approved a deal with Israel 
which did not provide Palesti- 
nians with the minimum of 
their rights,” the statement 
said. 

It said Fateh Uprising will 
reject calls for the convening 
of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) in Gaza and 
said Mr. Arafat was respond- 
ing to the enemy’s plans to 
eliminate the Palestinian 


Pakistan says Rabin, not Bhutto, lacks manners 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan, stung by Israel's refusal 
to let Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto visit the Gaza Strip 
without its permission, on 
Tuesday criticised “discour- 
teous” remarks by her Israeli 
counterpan, Yitzhak Rabin. 

"We have noted with re- 
gret the unwarranted and dis- 
courteous remarks of the 
Israeli prime minister. We do 
not need lessons in manners 
from him,” a foreign ministry 
statement said. 

“Prime Minister Bhutto 
proposed to visit Gaza at the 
invitation of President Yasser 
Arafat as a gesture of our 


continuing solidarity with the 
Palestinian people.” the 
statement said. 

“It is unfortunate that 
Israel has chosen to place 
unnecessary impediments in 
the way of this visit,” it said 
one day after Ms. Bhutto 
scrapped the trip, planned for 
next Sunday. 

She would have been the 
first foreign bead of govern- 
ment to visit Gaza since it 
achieved self-rule from Israel 
in May. 

The diplomatic tussle over 
her trip exposed the tensions 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 


on sensitive matters of 
sovereignty and border con- 
trol in the newly autonomous 
area. 

Ms. Bhutto had declared 
she would have no contact 
with Israel, which Pakistan 
does not recognise. Mr. 
Rabin hit back on Monday, 
saying the Pakistani prime 
minister must be taught some 
manners and must check with 
Israel before visiting Gaza. 

Ms. Bhutto’s visit had 
already been cancelled once 
before, was revived and then 
quashed again on Monday. 

Mr. Arafat told the Pakis- 
tani authorities the Palesti- 


nians would complain to the 
U.N. Security Council that 
Israel was in breach of the 
peace agreement that granted 
self-rule toGaza. 

Israel, which still controls 
the Rafah border crossing 
that links Gaza with Egypt, 
on Sunday barred a Pakistani 
diplomat from entering Gaza 
to prepare for Ms. Bhutto’s 
visit. 

Pakistan has withheld rec- 
ognition of Israel even after 
its self-rule agreement with 
the Palestinians, pending a de- 
cision by the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference. 


‘Accused aimed to destabilise Kingdom’ 


AMMAN (AP) — Prosecu- 
tion witnesses Tuesday ac- 
cused Muslim extremists on 
trial in a military court of 
planning and carrying out 
bombing attacks on public 
and private institutions with 
the aim of destabilising the 
Kingdom. 

The four witnesses told the 
non-jury tribunal, presided 
over by Col. Hafez Amin, 
that the extremists wanted to 
cleanse the Muslim Kingdom 
of what they saw as corrupt 
Western influences. 

Abdul Nassir Younis, 25, 
said he was approached by 
one of the defendants who 
asked him to participate in 
blowing up Amman's Grand 
Palace Hotel, where Younis 
was an employee. 

He said the defendant dis- 
approved of a night dub in 
the hotel, which served alco- 
holic beverages. 

Muslim extremists advo- 
cate, among other things, the 
closing down of bars and 
night clubs and the banning 
of alcohol and “lewd” prog- 
rammes because they con- 
travene Islamic teachings. 

Reporters were told 'they 


may not quote directly from 
witness testimony while the 
names of the defendants 
could not be published for 
legal considerations. 

The 25 Muslim extremists, 
induding three still at large, 
could face the death penalty. 
They allegedly plotted to 
assassinate Jordanian and 
Palestinian politidans and to 
torpedo the U .S. -backed 
Middle East peace process, 
which began in 1991. 

The 22 men on trial at the 
State Security Court were de- 
tained Feb. 8 following a 
spate of bombing attacks 
throughout last year on su- 
permarkets selling liquor and 
cinemas showing pornog- 
raphic films. The prosecution 
maintains that the men were 
behind the attacks. 

The 22 men have pleaded 
innocent to prosecution 
charges, which also include 
planning attacks against 
Israeli and American 'estab- 
lishments in the region and 
the illegal stockpiling of arms 
and explosives. 

Tnc men are also accused 
of affiliation with a clandes- 
tine group, nicknamed the 


“Arab Afghans,” which con- 
sist of former volunteers who 
fought alongside Afghan re- 
bels against the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan. 

The prosecution said the 
group is funded by Osama 
Ben Laden, a renegade Mus- 
lim leader from Saudi Ara- 
bia, and has cells throughout 
the Middle East. 

Its objective is to topple 
existing Arab and Muslim 
governments and erect a pur- 
ist Islamic state, or caliphate. 
Prosecutor General 
Mahmoud Obeidat said. 

In Tuesday’s four-hour ses- 
sion, another prosecution 
witness alleged that members 
of the group had trained him 
to use heavy weapons to par- 
ticipate in attacks on movie 
theatres, bars and nightclubs. 

Osama AJ Momani, 26, 
said group members held 
such places to be part of a 
wave of sin that was corrupt- 
ing the country's morals and 
destroying Islamic teachings. 

Mr. Momani said he later 
became frightened and quit 
the group. 

The other two witnesses 
also had testimony that incri- 


minated the defendants in the 
bombing attacks. 

The session was later ad- 
journed until Wednesday 
when the prosecution will 
continue presenting its argu- 
ments. 

At Monday’s session, wit- 
ness Ah Wureiqat told the 
tribunal tnat one of the de- 
fendants asked him to ferret 
out home addresses of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and former Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber. Both were 
directly involved in peace 
talks with Israel. 

Mr. Hurotqat, 40, testified 
during the four-hour session 
that the defendant had also 
asked him to monitor the 
movement of former Palesti- 
nian peace negotiators 
Haidar Abdul Sbafi and 
Hanan Ashrawi who fre- 
quented Jordan at the outset 
of Arab- Israeli peace nego- 
tiations in 1991. 

He told the tribunal that 
the intention of the 25 men 
was to assassinate the nego- 
tiators for participating in die 
U.S. -backed Middle East 
peace process. 


i 


Pope wages war on U.N*, population forum 


By Jean-Lotus 
De La Vaissiere 

Agence France Presse 
VATICAN CITY — Pope 
John Paul II has launched a 
personal crusade against 
what he sees as a threat to 
traditional family structures 
posed by the upcoming U.N. 
World Population Confer- 
ence in Cairo. 

The week-long conference, 
which opens on Sept. 5, is 
based on the principle of 
boosting social development 
by stabilising population 
growth. 

But while the Pope does 
not deny the problem posed 
by soaring population in 
some poor countries, he has 
expressed “painful surprise” 
at the conference’s proposed 
solutions, outlined in the 
draft resolution. . 

He has fired off docu- 
ments, messages, speeches 
and sermons to explain his 
“concerns” about the draft 
document on population con- 
trol. 

And the Vatican, which is 
I (sending i6 experts to Cairo, 
has said it may refuse to sign 
the final conference resolu- 
tions if changes are not made. 

The forum's draft resolu- 
tion calls for the prevention 


of unmarried pregnancies 
and reducing abortion rates, 
but recommends that women 
should be given reliable in- 
formation on abortions and 
that the operation should be 
safe. 

The Vatican immediately 
accused it of condoning abor- 
tion. homosexuality and 
extra-marital sex. 

"We are hearing surprising 
commentaries, to say the 
least, on the population 
issue,” the Pope said Sunday. 

“In reality the future of the 
family and society itself is at 
stake. 

“It would be a grave mis- 
take if, at the Cairo confer- 
ence, we are willing to accept 
a sexuality stripped of ethical 
references in response to the 
problem of rapid population 
growth, instead of aiming to 
promote a culture of re- 
sponsible procreation." 

The Pope’s main argument 
is against abortion. The sanc- 
tity of life from the moment 
of conception has been his 
most consistent rallying cry 
throughout rrs 16-year r-r*- 
trf.caic. 

In a letter to Nafis Sadik, 
secretary general of the con- 
ference, the Pope conde- 
mned the draft resolution for 
not setting out in black and 


white that “abortion should 
not in any case be promoted 
as a method of family plan- 
ning.” 

The previous conference in 
Mexico in 19S4 included that 
clause in its resolution. 

The Vatican also voiced 
concern at a reference to 
“sexual health” in the draft 
resolutions, which it said un- 
failingly seemed to involve “a 
right to safe, efficient, ac- 
cessible and acceptable abor- 
tion." 

“We cannot defend posi- 
tions which accept abortion 
as an essential part of the 
politics of health," the Vati- 
can said. 

The Pop»e has evoked the 
risk of third world adoles- 
cents turning increasingly to 
abortion, thanks to its lega- 
lisation, without securing 
their parents’ consent. 

On Sunday, he returned to 
the theme of damage to the 
family, in a message from his 
summer residence of Caste 1- 
gondolfo near home. 

He said he was “worried by 

•; r-rm-orv document's 

. " V .> ::c sexuality in a 

coo individualistic way, with- 
out taking into account social 
Implications underlying the 
institution of marriage and 
the family.” 


Quoting Greek philo- 
sopher Aristotle, the former 
moral theology professor 
said: “The family predates 
and is more necessary than 
the state." 

In a letter to heads of state 
in March the Pope also 
wrote: “Reading the docu- 
ment gives a bitter impress- 
ion of a style of life from the 
fringe of developed society 
being imposed.” 

But for many the most 
controversial aspect of the 
Vatican’s position is its repe- 
ated refusal to accept artifi- 
cial methods of contracep- 
tion. 

Only natural methods of 
“responsible procreation” 
are judged to conform with 
divine will. 

In the Pope’s view, the 
problem of over-population 
is primarily an issue of dis- 
tribution of wealth and help. 
Rich countries, frightened of 
poor countries, warn to limit 
birth rates which for the poor 
are a form of old-age insur- 
ance. 

The United Nations 


Iraq 
battling 
to ease 
sanctions 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is 
striving to muster as much 
support as possible before the 
U.N. Security Council re- 
views its crippling Gulf war 
trade sanctions in mid- 
September. 

Senior Iraqi officials, 
roaming the world to plead 
their case, have been getting 
a hearing in some places — 
but uot in the United States, 
which holds a Security Coun- 
cil veto. 

“Iraq’s case now sounds 
plausible to many countries, 
induding some permanent 
members of the Security 
Council.” says a Western di- 
plomat in Baghdad. 

Baghdad regularly com- 
plains that countries . that 
want the fouT-year-old sanc- 
tions continued will not say in 
dear terms what more is re- 
quired before it can resume 
vital oil exports and trade 
normally with die world. 

Washington, it says, has 
rebuffed all Iraqi overtures 
for a dialogue because it 
hopes the trade embargo will 
destabilise the government of 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Diplomats say Iraq is now 
signalling that it will not 
accept new conditions from 
the Security Council unless it 
gets a guarantee that the re- 
sult will be the lifting of 
sanctions. 

“Baghdad feels it has given 
everything for the sake of 
exporting oil again, but at the 
same time it sees no light at 
the end of the tunnel,” one 
diplomat said. 

“Without guarantees, I do 
not think Baghdad will accept 
any more conditions.” 

The Security Council has 
been unanimous in insisting 
that Baghdad recognise 
Kuwait within its newly de- 
marcated borders, putting to 
rest the root issue — Iraq's 
August 1990 conquest of its 
small but wealthy neighbour. 

The United States, howev- 
er, is determined to hold out 
on a host of other issues. 

It demands that Baghdad 
bait what it describes as “se- 
rious human rights viola- 
tions.” 

It also wants Iraq to contri- 
bute to peace and stability in 
tiie region, which one diplo- 
mat sees as “an overt call on 
Baghdad to join the Middle 
East peace process.” 

Iraq firmly denied several 
recent press reports that it 
was making secret contacts 
with Israel. 

It has, however, allowed 
the United Nations to destroy 
weapons banned under the 
Gulf war ceasefire terms and 
accepted an intrusive U.N. 
monitoring to ensure that the 
weapons programmes will 
not be revived. 

It believes that both China 
and France are now sym- 
pathetic to its case 

Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Riyad Al Qeisi has 
been in Russia this week. 
Iraq’s official newspapers say 
he “found Moscow had a 
sincere desire ... to have the 
sanctions on Iraq lifted.” 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, who functions as 
Iraq’s foremost international 
envoy, flew to Morocco this 
month carrying a message 
from President Saddam to 
King Hassan. 





S. Africa faces 
wave of 
pornography 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa faces a wave of 
pornography as draconian 
apartheid-era censorship is 
lifted, a government official 
says. “There’s a glut of this 
stuff (pornography) on world 
markets... they’re looking for 
new avenues and see an 
opening here,” said Braara 
Coetzee, who as publications 
director has helped to watch 
over the nation’s morals for 
the past 14 years. “We are 
already seeing things stream- 
ingin from overseas... people 
think everything is free here 
now,” said Mr. Coetzee, 
adding that little could be 
done to halt the flow as South 
Africa emerged from its apar- 
theid isolation. “I think it’s 
inevitable because there is 
quite a big gap between the 
(old) publications act and the 
freedoms guaranteed in the 
new constitution... naturally 
one has to take cognisance of 
what’s written into the new 
constitution," Mr. Coetzee 
told Reuters. “The constitu- 
tion is the supreme law of the 
country.” The constitution, 
which came into force at the 
same time as the April all- 
race elections won by Nelson 
Mandela's African National 
Congress, guarantees the 
rights of individuals to see, 
hear or read what they wish. 
Controls have gradually re- 
laxed over the past couple of 
years — Mr. Coetzee cites 
last year’s uncensored screen- 
ing of the Sharon Stone film 
Basic Instinct — but the old 
publications act is still used to 
ban or censor films or maga- 
zines considered undesirable. 


White House 
frowns at effigy 
burning of Hillary 

MARTHA’S VINEYARD, 
Massachusetts (AFP) — The 
White House voiced dis- 
approval at the effigy burning 
of first lady Hillary Clinton at 
a weekend rally staged by 
tobacco industry advocates in 
Kentucky. "The president 
thinks it’s time to tone down 
the rhetoric,” White House 
press secretary Dee Dee 
Myers said from the Clintons’ 
vacationing spot. Ms. Myers 
said Mr. Clinton considered 
higher taxes on cigarettes to 
be fair “because of the im- 
pact of cigarette . smoking on 
the health care system." Ab- 
out 100 people gathered 
Saturday in the town of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, to 
protest plans by the Clinton 
administration to partially 
fund health care reform with 
a higher cigarette taxes. Stajn 
Arachikavitz, president of 
the Kentucky Association of 
Tobacco Supporters, chanted 
“Bum baby bum” after pour- 
ing gasoline on a dummy- 
wearing a dress and a tag 
reading “I’m Hillary'' and 
setting it ablaze. “Hillary 
didn’t last as long as my 
Marlboro," he added. “If we 
don't stand up for tobacco, 
we’ll go down with it," U-S. 
Representative Ron Lewis 
tola the crowd. He said later 
that he did not know that the 
effigy burning had been plan- 
ned for the rally. 





population conference, which 
is held every 10 years, will be 
attended by 20,000 delegates 


from more than 150 coun- 
tries. (see related story on 
page 2). 


Fresh from his tau-day holiday in the Aosta Valley in 
northern Italy, Pope John Paid II delivers the Angehis 
prayer to the faithful at his summer residence 28 August 
Papal sources said that the Pontiff had fidty recovered from 
bis leg Injury (AFP photo) 




